2MUCH4U


Vince Ford

Synopsis

Summer. A time for swimming, tennis, picnics and fun for everyone.  Everyone, that is, except Davin.  Davin has to work.  He has to work to earn money to buy his mother a new car.  The other car had an accident, and although his mother believes she left the handbrake off, Davin knows that he is responsible.  Feeding fierce dogs, riding horses, spraying ragwort  - these are just some of the jobs he gets offered in answer to his advertisement.  2MUCH4U is a great way to make money, but The Great Car Challenge sounds like the perfect answer.  Bullies, cheats and first love conspire against him but Davin knows he must win.  Holding onto a car for the longest time – no problem.

Text Type

A first person narrative, this story grips the reader from the first and gallops along full of fun and humour.  The characters are very real and the various situations could meet any one of us as we enter our teens.  Family tensions and relationships are explored,  bullies and cheats meet their comeuppence, and  the topic of  a first love is delicately and humorously  handled.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. 

The amusing incidents in the story should lead to lively and interesting discussions.  It is a light read with colloquial language and humorous characters.  The story presents many real aspects of growing up and offers reasonable solutions without sermonizing. 

 Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1 – Before Reading

Introducing the Novel.  Turn to the back and read the blurb.

· How well does the cover picture convey the blurb.  Can you identify what has happened from the picture?   How would you describe the artwork on the cover?  

· In his acknowledgements, Vince Ford mentions Whitirea Polytechnic. How could you find out where it is?  What is a Polytechnic?

· 2MUCH4U won the Tom Fitzgibbon Award.  Can you find out about this award?  What other awards are given annually to New Zealand children’s authors?  Can you name any recent winners?

· This is humorous fiction.  List other humorous writers and their titles.  Publish your list and post it in the school library for others to access.

Read to the end of Chapter 1. 

· The movie is classified as R16.  What does that mean?  Who decides these categories?  How can you find out information about movie classifications?  Do you think classifications are necessary?  Why?  

· Brainstorm the chain of events concerning the crashing of the car.  Present the events as a flow chart and describe the events to the rest of the class.

· Where is the story taking place?  Why would the writer select a rural setting rather than an urban one for this story?  What time of the year is it?  

Read to the end of Chapter 5

Sharing Session 2 – During reading

· Davin is put on detention for not listening in class.  How does he feel about that?  Do you think it is fair?  Why?  When do you think a detention should be used?  

· Davin tries many times to tell his mother the truth but she interrupts him.  How could he handle this?  What does this tell you about his mother?

· 2MUCH4U would make a great personalised number plate.  Make a list of the plates you have seen.  Which ones are the cleverest?  Why?  Make up a personalised plate for yourself and print it.  How does this plate represent you?

Read to the end of Chapter 9

Sharing Session 3 – During reading

· How do you think Davin felt when he wasn’t paid for spraying the ragwort?  Why did Mr Harnett not pay him?  What do you think about Mr Harnett?  How would you describe him?  What do you think Davin should do about it?  What do you think about the way Davin’s mother handled the Harnetts?
· How many ways can you come up with to make money?  How much would you expect to be paid for each job?  Do you earn money at home?  If you need money where does it come from?  Do you think children should be responsible for earning their own money?  What should they be expected to buy for themselves?

· Buzzard, Scuz and Oil.  How would you describe them?  Are they believable?  Have you met people like them in other books?  How would you handle them?

· Who do you think owns the money from the watermelon scam?  Why do you think that?  Do you think the shearers would have bought the watermelons if they had known where they had come from?  Why?

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session 4 – After reading

· Davin and Vinny  fall out over a girl?  Is this believable?  What did Davin do to resolve the conflict?  Would this have worked in real life?

· There have been similar car competitions held in New Zealand.  How could you find out about them?  What types of cars were involved?  What length of time do the contestants usually hold on for?  Do you think you could hold on for that long?  Would you do this?

· There were many pitfalls to Oil supergluing his hand to the car.  What could have been some other consequences for Oil?  Do you think that he could really tear his skin off like that?  How else could he have removed his hand?  You have already started a description of Oil and his family.  Can you add anything else to the description from this episode?

· Why do you think his mother didn’t tell Davin about the insurance or that she knew about the accident?  Was that fair?  How do you think Davin felt when he found out?  

· There are many themes running through this novel?  What do you think is the major theme?  Why do you think that?  What minor themes can you identify?  

Written Language
· Complete the Biopoem on the Blackline master.  

· Brainstorm words to describe feelings and emotions.  Use a thesaurus to improve words like love, hate, like.  Look at the Emotional Responses blackline master and fill in words that you think describe the relationships between Davin, Matt and their mother.

· Add to the Emotional Responses chart, words to describe Vinny, Dessy and Davin’s relationships.

· Write up a police report of the accident in Chapter 1.

Oral Language
· Pretend you are a policeman/woman and interview  Mum, Dav, Vinny and the cow about the events. 

· Prepare a t.v. or radio report about the accident and present it to the rest of the group.

Visual Language
· Design an advertisement for 2MUCH4U.  Look at other advertisements and decide what makes a persuasive advertisement. Use those criteria when designing your advertisement.

Blackline Masters

Biopoem

(You may like to add other lines.  Try to write a sentence for each line.)

Davin
Son of

Brother of

Friend of

Who likes

Who dislikes

Who is happiest when

Who wishes

Who is afraid that

Who would like to be

Who lives




Smith

Emotional responses

Exasperation, frustration, admiration, desire, ……

Brainstorm as many emotions and feelings as you can. From your list select emotions and feelings that best describe the relationships between the two people.  Make sure you can justify your decisions.
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