Ambushed

Fleur Beale

Synopsis

Richard is the only one of his family who doesn’t want to leave Cray’s Creek.  He and his friends try everything they can think of, to get his parents to change their minds, but to no avail.At his new school in his new town, Richard finds it impossible to make friends.  Both his sisters seem to have no trouble at all.  He is lonely, bored and very homesick when a group of boys take him under their wings.  Unfortunately for them, when they try to bully Richard they find he is not going to become another of their victims.  Richard sets out to orchestrate ‘the revenge of the newcomers’ – and there is no shortage of willing accomplices.

Text Type

Fleur Beale introduces the reader to a real hero.  Richard is the sort of hero who goes into battle, not only for himself, but also for those who are not brave enough, or are too intimidated, to take a stand.  

It is easy to like Richard.  He is a plausible character who finds himself in a situation not of his choosing but who tries to make the best of it all – dealing to a gang of bullies who have ruled too long.

Themes covered include friendship, coping with change, bullying, growing up, and it is a voyage of self-discovery for Richard who won’t allow wrong to triumph over right.

Sharing the novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The book flows along in a style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. During the shared sessions allow the students to put forward their thoughts and opinions.  Encourage them to think critically about the author’s points of view and the themes covered in the novel.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Introductory Discussion

· Read the blurb and examine the cover illustration.  What information have you discovered?  What predictions can you make about this novel?  Study the map.  What clues are there as to what the story is about?

· Discuss the word “Ambushed.”  What do you think this means in this novel?

· Discuss bullying.  List the many ways someone can be bullied.  Share ideas about coping with bullying.  What recommendations would you give to someone who is being bullied?

· Discuss other novels written by Fleur Beale.  What would you expect from one of her novels?  What characters do you remember from her other novels?  What would you expect from one of her characters?

Teacher reads chapter 1 to the class to introduce characters and story.

Students read chapters 2-6 (pp. 5-50) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 1-6

· Do Richard’s family know or care about how he feels about moving?  What is the reason that they are leaving?  How long have they known that they would leave?  Why are his sisters so much more keen to leave than he is?

· What is it about Cray’s Creek that Richard loves so much?  List in order the things he will miss most.

· What were some of the ways the boys devised to have Richard stay?  Why did they not work?  Which idea comes the closest to working?  What was its major fault?

· How many people actually signed the petition?  How did the boys increase the numbers?  What was the logic behind this petition?  What did the town people think of the idea?

· Hone volunteered to say the speech.  From where had he taken his ideas?  How would you describe the delivery of his speech?  How well was their petition received?  Why did it get this reaction?

· What are Richard’s first impressions of the new town?  What comparisons does he make with Cray’s Creek?  List what he sees as the assets of Cray’s Creek?  What are the shortfalls of the new town?

· How would you describe Richard’s first few days at school?  How do they compare with normal?  What was the hardest thing for Richard to cope with?

· What system does the gang operate?  Does it work?  Why or why not?  Does Richard realise what is happening?  How do you think he would feel about it, if he knew?

Discussion

· Discuss the relative merits of country versus city life.  Be prepared to justify your position.  Why do you think Richard’s sisters wanted to leave?  What does this tell you of the different characters?

· Retell Richard’s first week at school.  His parents tell him ‘making friends takes time.’  What advice would you give him about settling into a new school?

· Richard is not the first student the gang has bullied.  Why do their scare tactics work?  How have they ensured that their victims co-operate?  Would this work in real life?  How do you think it could be stopped?

· Moving to another school can be a very stressful time for kids.  Relate personal stories about this change.  What effects did moving school have on you?  How did you cope with meeting and making new friends?

Students read from chapter 7 - 11 (pp.51-80) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 7-14

· What was Richard expected to do to the old lady?  What were the consequences if he didn’t do what he was told?  What did Richard actually do when the lady opened the door?  

· What proof did Richard have that he had been attacked?  How did he preserve the evidence?  How did the attack make him feel?

· Of his many options, which one did Richard decide was the best?  What were his first actions?  How well did they work?  What were the reactions of the gang to this new determined Richard?

· Why do Tay and Robbie decide to go and meet their victims?  What advantage will this give them over the gang?  What were the results of these meetings?  How did the boys feel afterwards?

Discussion

· Describe the range of emotions Richard would have felt on that Saturday morning?  What would be his lasting impression of the events?  How well do you think he coped with the events?  What would you have done under those circumstances?

· Do you think, at this stage, that the boys should seek adult help?  Justify your reply.  If they did choose to ask for help, whom would you recommend they go to?  What is the main reason they chose to go it alone? What do you predict will happen now?

· What is your impression of Richard now?  What are the main changes you have noticed in him?  In what ways have Tay and Robbie changed?  What effects will these changes be having on their lives?  

· Richard, Tay and Robbie were referred to as the three musketeers.  What did they mean by this?  Who were the musketeers?  In what ways could this name be appropriate to them?

Read to the end of the novel independently before the last shared session.

Comprehension – Chapter 12- to end

· How did Richard find out that Tyler was to be the next victim?  What did he and the others try to do about it?  How did Tyler react to their concern?

· Kat and ‘Trixie’ followed the gang.  What did they discover?  How did they find out their information?  What was the lady’s reaction to finding out she was to be a victim?

· What is a phoning tree?  How does it work?  Why did Richard need to have one?

· What was the class’ reaction to Richard’s request for help in stopping the gang?  Why did the boys act differently to the girls?   How do you think the boys were feeling during his talk?

· How would you describe the atmosphere as everyone waited for the gang to appear at Mrs Mack’s house?  Retell the action from the time that Richard showed himself to the gang.

· Who tied up the three gang members?  What was Alex’ reaction to being tied up?  What time did they all arrive back at school?  Why was Amber so happy about that?

· What punishments did the three gang members get?  Which one was the harshest?  Which was the most lenient?  Which of the three boys stands to learn the most from this episode?  Why?

Discussion

· Why did Tyler tell the gang about the note?  What does this tell you about him and his situation?  How else could Richard have approached Tyler and offered help? Why would that way have been more successful?

· What do you think the boys would have said to each other after Richard had spoken to the class?  What would the girls have said?  Do you think this episode will make any difference to the relationships within the class?  Justify your response.

· Which of the twins, Kat and Richard, do you consider to be the leader?  Provide examples of their relationship to support your claim.  

· The adults all stated quite categorically that Richard and the others should have gone to them for help.  What help would they have offered?  What would you expect the Principal and parents to have done?  How well would that have worked?  What would you suggest that the adults could have done?

Responses to Text Activities

· Coping with bullies
Fleur Beale has written other novels about bullies and bullying.

 Playing to Win and Deadly Prospect are two of them.  Compare the situations in these novels with the events in this novel. Which character do you consider handled the events the most successfully?  What are the key ingredients for challenging bullies?  Design a brochure for people who find themselves in similar circumstances.  Include agencies where they can go and seek help.

· Focus on the Author
Fleur Beale has written many novels.  Discuss her writing.  What type of genre does she usually write?  What can the reader expect from a Fleur Beale novel? Prepare a list of her novels. Identify her award winning novels. Write a synopsis and a short review for each of her other novels. Locate Internet review sites that discuss her writing.  Join a chat group about one of her novels.  Submit your reviews to one of the web sites.  Locate information and write a biography of Fleur Beale.

· Character Analysis

Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  The facts must by substantiated by evidence from the text.  The opinions must be justified.

· Action Plan
Develop an action plan and timeline for the events leading up to the ambush.  Identify the action, the people involved and the equipment needed.  List any important points for the people involved ensuring the success of the plan.  

· Family Group Conference
In role, organise a separate Family Group Conference for each of the three gang members.  People involved could be the Principal, the parents, the boy, one of the victims and a Youth Aide or Police Officer.  Each character should be prepared to ask questions and be questioned by the others at the Conference.   Answers may be made up but ensure the actors stay in role true to the characters in the novel.  

· Senior Citizens Day
Many elderly people feel very vulnerable and threatened by today’s society.  Organise a visit to a nearby senior citizens’ complex and meet some of the residents.  Talk to them and volunteer to do some odd jobs for them.  

· The Telephone Conversation
Imagine the ambush is over and Richard decides to phone his Cray’s Creek friends and tell them about the events of the last few days.  Decide whether to present one side of the conversation only or both sides.  Select two other characters, such as Kat or Robbie, and have them converse with a friend from outside the area.  

· Newspaper power
1. Editorials

Investigate the editorials in several newspapers.  Decide on a style that best suits you.

Each member of the group is to write, as the editor of your class newspaper, an editorial about bullying.  Be prepared to take a point of view and maintain it throughout the editorial. 

Publish your editorials. 

2.Letters to the editor 

Investigate the Letters to the Editor in several newspapers. 

Members of the group are to write letters to the editors discussing their personal experiences of bullying.  They could take the role of a student, an employee, or a senior citizen. Include some resolution ideas for problem of bullying.
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