Black Gold
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Synopsis

Ollie and Rimu have been planning and dreaming about their week at the coast for two months - one week of fishing, swimming, and camping all by themselves.  No adults, far away from the rest of the world, free to do whatever they want, whenever they want.  

Equipped with only the bare essentials, they head off into the dawn for what would turn out to be a much more exciting and dangerous adventure than they had dared to hope for.

Other people had set up camp in their cave!  These people were armed and very dangerous-looking.  Whatever they were up to, they had nearly finished and were making ready to leave very soon.

When Ollie was captured, Rimu has to use his wits to out-think the crooks.  Aided by the abused Storm, he set in action a daring plan to rescue Ollie, free the contraband and escape the clutches of the avenging poachers.

Text Type

Right from the start the reader is drawn into the spirit of adventure.  The prospect of a week camping by the sea stirs the imagination and opens up a world of possibilities. 

Julia Owen has taken a real-life situation and skilfully turned it into a life and death struggle for survival.  The characters are realistic and the reader joins Rimu as he faces dilemmas and makes decisions far outside his day to day experiences.

Themes including family, friendship, decision-making, cause and effect, conservation and child abuse are covered in this fast moving and exciting novel.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four sharing sessions and three independent reading sessions.

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Sharing sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  

The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1 – Before reading the novel

· Predict what “Black gold” is.

· Read the blurb on the back cover and study the cover illustration.

· This novel is one in the Extreme series.  Discuss other books in the series.  (Some of the titles of Extreme series novels are at the back of this book.) What other books from this series have been read by the group?  What can be predicted about this novel based on the other novels in the series? 

· Discuss holidays.  What are the types of holiday enjoyed by the group?  What does each group member consider to be his or her dream holiday?

· Consider camping as a holiday option.  What would be the basic necessities for camping for a week?  Discuss the possibility of camping without adults.  What would be the basic necessities for camping without adults? 

· Discuss conservation of natural resources.  Why are conservation measures necessary?  Who is responsible for conservation in New Zealand?  

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students are to read along in their own books.

· What are your first impressions of Rimu and Ollie?  How would you describe their friendship?  Would you like to be their friend? Why?

· Discuss alternative ways Ollie could have used to wake up Rimu?  What would be the advantages and disadvantages of your wake up methods?

· What month of the year do you think it is?  Why?  What season do you think it is?  What would be the advantages of camping at this time?

· Discuss the setting of this novel.  How would you describe this setting?  Urban or rural?  Inland or coastal?  

· What is paua?  Who has eaten paua?  How is it prepared? Why would it be necessary to conserve paua?  Who would poach paua?  What would they do with vast amounts of paua?  How much is paua worth?  

Students read to the end of chapter 7 independently to find out what the boys discover when they arrive at the cave.

Sharing Session 2

· Discuss the events that have occurred.

· Each boy has a different idea about what to take.  Make a list of things for them to take.  Prioritise your list from most to least essential.  Justify your list and your priorities.

· Rimu has mentioned of his mother several times. What have you found out about her? Refer to the text to justify your response.  Discuss his emotions each time he mentions her.  

· Discuss the two men and what you think they are doing at the cave?  What indications do you get that they are up to no good?  Justify your response.

· Why do you think Storm hid the rods and didn’t tell the others about the two boys?  What are your impressions about Storm?  Why is he there?  Why has he remained there?

· Ollie and Rimu are both reacting differently to the situation.  Discuss their reactions and what they indicate about each boy.  Begin a personality profile for each boy.  

· What advice would you give to Rimu now?  What should he do?  What would he be feeling?  What would you do in these circumstances?  Why?

Students read to the end of chapter 12 independently to discover what the two men are up to.

Sharing Session 3

· Discuss the events in chapters 8 – 12.

· What does the men’s treatment of Ollie tell you about them?  How would you describe them?  

· Do you think Rimu could have done anything to save Ollie when he was first captured?  What would you suggest?  How would it have worked?  What advantages does this plan have over what Rimu has done?  

· Storm has been the victim of emotional and physical abuse.  What forms has this abuse taken?  Why do you think his father treats him this way?  Discuss the possibilities of his escaping this abuse.  What can he do?  Where can he go?

· Do you agree with Rimu’s decision to release the paua?  Why did he do that?  What were his reasons?  How was Ollie feeling about releasing them?  How would he have been feeling?  Why did he agree to help?

· Add any extra information about Rimu’s mother to the list started earlier.  

· If there is a hero so far, who do you think it is?  Why?  What characteristics has this character displayed that makes him a hero?  How would you describe the actions of the minor characters if they are not considered heroes?

· What do you think will happen next?  Can the boys escape again?  How? Who will rescue them?  How?  What do you think will happen to Russ and Cristo?

Students read to the end of the novel independently to find out if Rimu can keep his promise to Storm.

Sharing Session 4

· Discuss the events in chapters 13 – 16.

· What do you think would have happened if Ratty had not managed to get loose?  Identify the events in which he played a key role.  

· Do you think this story could really have happened?  Which events do you consider to be the most realistic?  Why?  Which events were the most exciting?  Why?  Is there any event that you would have changed?  What would you have done differently?  Why?

· Rimu experiences a wide range of emotions throughout these chapters.  Identify the main events and discuss how he would be feeling each time.  What do his responses and actions tell about this character?  How would you describe him?  Add these details to his personal profile started earlier.

· Do you think Rimu and Ollie will want to go camping again?  Will their parents agree?  What arguments could they employ to ensure they were allowed to go?

· Storm has been faced with making huge decisions throughout the novel.  Discuss the decisions that he was forced to make and the effects these decisions have had on his life.  Do you agree with the decisions he made?  Which would you have changed?  How would this changed decision have affected the outcome of the story?  

· What do you think will happen to Storm?  Discuss the possible outcomes  for him.  Do you think living with Rimu and his father is the best option for him?  What will be the benefits to Rimu, Storm and his father?

Responses to Text Activities

Written Language
· Investigate real-life drama articles in popular magazines.  Identify the characteristics of this style of writing. Write a magazine article about the events in the novel.  Include interviews of Rimu, Storm and Ollie.

· Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  The facts must be substantiated by evidence from the text.  The opinions must be justified.

· Prepare a semantic web for one of the characters.  Put a picture and the name of the selected character in the middle of the page and fill in the information around the name.  
· Write a short biography for one of the characters.  Leave the character unidentified and see if the rest of the group can identify him from the biography.
· Develop a timeline of the events in the story.  Identify the main events, crisis events and climax.  

Oral Language
· Conduct a Police Interview with Cristo and Russ.  Question them on their involvement in the paua smuggling ring.  

· In three minutes, retell an event from the story from another’s point of view.  Consider Ratty, Cristo or Storm as possibilities.  Identify the character’s perspective, thoughts and opinions about the event as it is retold. 

· Thought-track Rimu as he waits at the back of the cave for the smugglers to leave.  

· Hot-seat the characters.  When asked a question the characters must answer accurately from information given in the novel.  If the information cannot be supplied from that source, the characters may improvise.  

· Invite a specialist from the Department of Social Welfare or the Police to come and talk about child abuse and the help available for victims of child abuse.  Prepare your questions in advance.  Record your interview as a radio broadcast.

Visual Language

· Allocate parts for the characters and re-enact the scene where Ollie and Rimu are captured on pages 84-86.

1. Rewrite this scene from Rimu’s point of view and act that version. 

2. Select another person from the scene and show the experience from their point of view.  What differences do you notice about the versions?  

3. Discuss the importance of considering of another’s point of view in situations.

· Prepare a map of the beach and cave.  Include a scale and key.  Include key places identified in the novel i.e. the location of the pools, the place where Rimu and Ollie had to sleep that first night. Illustrate and colour your map.
· Freeze-frame one of the events from the story.  Have one of the group play the director to set the freeze-frame.  Record the session on video to view later.
Other Reading

· Titles of other books in the Extreme Series are to be found at the back of this book.   Teacher notes are available for each of these novels. 

· Compare the plot of this novel with other novels in this series.  Identify the characteristics of the novels chosen for the Extreme Series of Scholastic  novels.
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