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Synopsis

Global has been around for as long as Cal Farrell can remember. Some even say that Global is becoming more powerful than the government. Cal is a “Towner” and like many others he believes that Global are good for the community. If you co-operate with them and agree to participate in their experiments they will provide you with money, a commodity that is very scarce. The trouble is that many people who co-operate with Global become sick – including Cal’s mother and his friend Shiyan. The exiled Misfits have tried to warn everyone about Global’s real motives but Cal refuses to listen. That is until his friend Shiyan is murdered. Then he is forced to run away and live with the Misfits. Cal finally learns the truth about Global and becomes involved in a daring scheme to expose them to the rest of the world. Cal’s mission may lead to his death – but he feels he owes it to his friend Shiyan to at least try and reveal the truth.

Text Type
Bodies and Soul is a futuristic story set in a time where the government’s power over its resources and people is limited and a large corporation has taken control. Global is able to influence the opinions of people through propaganda. They also force any groups or individuals who oppose them into exile.

Bodies and Soul is a fast-paced action story with broad appeal for both boys and girls. Cal, the main character, develops throughout the story, changing from a streetwise but naïve boy into a courageous young man willing to fight against injustice. Themes include the ethics of companies paying people to participate in potentially deadly studies, the effects of propaganda, class and wealth discrepancies and fighting for what you believe in.

Sharing the Novel

The novel has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1-3 (pp. 7-21), Chapters 3-11 (pp. 22-84), Chapters 12-21 (pp. 85-154) and Chapters 22-30 (pp. 155-222).

During discussions encourage students to ask questions to clarify their understanding of words and ideas. Have them debate the ethical issues raised in the novel and draw parallels with what is happening around the world at the moment. Encourage students to make predictions and identify major themes and messages in the text.

Introducing the novel

1. Students study the cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· Make a prediction about what the novel is going to be about.

· Who are Global?

· What is meant by “skin stealers”?

· What kind of atmosphere do the illustration and colours used on the front create?

· When do you think the story is set? Why do you think this?

2. Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

· What is a “towner”?

· Who is the main character in the story? Who does he live with?

· How did Cal’s mum get sick?

· Who are the misfits?

· Who are the uppers?

· Who is Shiyan? Why is she ill?

· When is the story set?

· How does Cal feel about Global? Why does he feel this way?

· What do the Misfits believe that Global are doing?

· Why does Cal decide to go to the central lab?

Discussion

· Describe the conditions that Cal lives in. What problems do Cal and his family face? What dangers threaten them? How does Cal cope with his life?

· What do we already know about the organisation “Global”? What is your opinion of the organisation?

· Why do you think so many “towners” allowed Global to experiment on them?

· Predict what is going to happen next.

Students read Chapters 3-11 (pp. 22-84) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 3-11 (pp. 22-84)

· How did Global explain the Misfits claims about “skin stealers”?

· What is a Global protection point? Why do you think people aren’t allowed to move around freely?

· Why does Cal decide to visit central lab? Explain what happens to him there.

· What does Cal see as he leaves central lab? What do you think “collection” is?

· Why is Cal’s father so worried that the woman collected Cal’s glass?

· Why do the Global guards visit Tanya and Shiyan? What happens during the visit?

· Why is Cal so reluctant to believe that Global are responsible for Shiyan’s death? What makes him change his mind?

· Why does Cal grab the folder before he flees? How does he manage to escape the building?

· Why does Cal’s father tell him about Global when he comes home? What does he believe is to blame for Global’s problems?

· Why does Cal have to run away to X-Isle?

· Where does Cal spend the night? How does he know not to follow his mother? Where does Cal’s father take him? 

· How does Jeb get Cal onto the launch? Where does he hide? Why is the boat stopped?

· Who is Cal surprised to see aboard the launch?

· Why is Cal so surprised when he meets the Misfits?

Discussion

· Cal reveals throughout the course of the story that many services and activities that we take for granted are no longer provided to “towners”. What are some of these services? What does their disappearance suggest to us about the conditions in the towns?

· What is your impression of Global’s activities? Do you believe that they are being ethical or unethical? Explain your answer.

· What does the guard give Cal to take to Shiyan? Why does this surprise him? Why do you think the guard helps Cal escape? Why don’t people like him to speak up against Global?

· How have Global been able to manipulate and control people? Why have their methods been so successful?

Students read Chapters 12-21 (pp. 85-147) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 12-21 (pp. 85-147)

· Describe Becka’s behaviour. Can you think of any reason why she might act like this?

· What does Cal discover about Global from Angela, Jos and Dan?

· Why do you think some people want to keep the “towners” poor and the “uppers” rich?

· Why do the Misfits also depend on Global?

· How does Cal feel after he went up Goat Peak?

· What is a “Refit”?

· Why do you think Becka stole Cal’s knife?

· Why does Cal believe that the Misfits might not be any better off than the “towners”? What do you think?

· What information is contained in the folder that Cal stole? Why is this information so important?

· How does Cal react when he sees the guy from Central lab? Why does he react this way?

· What information does Cal learn from Murray?

· What is the name of the man who Cal knows as “smooth-face”?

· Why does Cal feel relief when he finds out that Murray changed his records?

· Why wasn’t Cal given all the information that the Misfits had straight away?

· What information is revealed to Cal during the Misfit gathering?

· Describe X-Isle’s plan to expose Global. Who is to be involved in the plan? What could possibly go wrong with the plan?

· Who is Cal’s dance teacher? Why is Cal so upset when he learns about the story that he is depicting in the dance?

· Who is the dance troops’ manager? How is he disguised?

· Why do the Misfits plan to hack into Global’s computers?

· What is Eddie’s role in the mission?

· Why do the Misfits leave for the mainland during the day? What do they take with them? Why doesn’t Murray go with them?

· Why does Cal believe that the people on X-Isle are “good people, but not mine”?

· How does Kiri ensure that Becka stays quiet when Global searches the boat?

· How do Cal and the others get off the boat without being detected?

Discussion

· How does Cal feel about being on X-Isle? What does he miss the most about home? What aspects of X-Isle does Cal enjoy? How would you feel if you were in his position?

· How does Cal feel when he finds out the truth about Global? How have the corporation been able to deceive people for so long? What kind of people are the Misfits? What qualities does a person need to have to stand up for what they believe in?

· Describe Becka’s character. What has she been through? How have the experiments affected her?

· Why is it so important for the Misfits to have Murray on their side? In what ways will Murray add credibility to their claims? Why do you think Murray decided to betray Global? What dangers does he face now that he has turned against them? 

· How has Cal’s character developed and changed since the start of the story?

· Make a prediction about what is going to happen next.

Students read Chapters 21-30 (pp. 147-222) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 21-30 (pp. 147-222)

· Why does Cal feel ashamed of his parents’ house?

· How does Cal’s mum react when she sees the food? Why does she react this way?

· What has inspired others to become involved in the Misfits’ plan? How do they propose to help?

· Why is Angela so adamant that Cal return to X-Isle after the plan has been carried out?

· Why is it important for Cal and the “theatre group” to remain out of sight the day before the performance?

· How does Cal know the right questions to ask the people at Central lab?

· How does Murray adapt his behaviour to make himself seem like a convincing troop leader?

· What sorts of questions do Cal and the others ask the technician? Why does Cal become worried about Murray’s reaction to the technician?

· How does Eddie gain access to the air-conditioning ducts?

· Describe what happens in the groups’ performance. Why is this story appropriate for their audience? How do the people in the audience respond to their performance?

· How do the Misfits create a distraction?

· Why is Eddie unable to complete his job?

· How does Becka react when she sees Byron Blake?

· How does Cal feel when he gets into the air-conditioning duct? What inspires him to keep going? What problems does Cal encounter along the way? How does Cal know when he has reached the grille that leads to the Computer Centre? Why does he nearly give up before he begins to push out the grille?

· How does seeing Byron Blake change Becka?

· What information does Cal reveal during his T.V. broadcast?

· What happened to Becka?

· How do Cal, Becka and Tania get separated from the others? Why does Tania attack Byron Blake?

· Why is Byron Blake so adamant that in a few days everyone will believe that what happened was a “Misfit trick”?

· How does Cal manage to escape from the guards?

· What convinces the guards to turn against Byron Blake?

Discussion

· Identify a theme that is dealt with in the novel. How is it developed throughout the story?

· Why was it necessary for this novel to be set in the future? Could the same thing happen today? Explain your answer.

· What lesson do you think that Cal has learned from his experience?

Activities

Static Image – Design a propaganda poster for Global.

Letter – Imagine you are Cal. Write a letter to your parents from X-Isle describing your experiences, the Misfits and your thoughts and feelings about your situation.

Plot – design a flow diagram that identifies at least 10 important events in the story.

Equipment – You are a member of the acting troop gong to Central Lab to perform and expose Global. List 10 items that you would pack to take with you and explain why you would need them.

Poetry – Write a poem about the hard life of a “towner”.

News Report – Write a news report about the events that unfold at Central Lab the night that Global is exposed. Video your news item and show it to your classmates.

Web Page – Design a web page for the Misfits that encourages people to join them.

Issue – Identify an important issue that is raised in this story. Explain the issue and give your opinion about it.


