Boots 'n'All

David Hill

Synopsis

Collingdale has a new teacher, Ms Frew.  

Ms Frew wants to field a new sports team this Winter.   Hockey. 

What a mixed crew turns up at that first meeting!  What a surprise they get when they first meet Ms Frew!  However, with the championship coming up, Ms Frew and the other coach are determined to mould them into a team, a team which has some chance of winning.   

Their first game proves a disaster, but there is a determination do better next time.  The Pink Devils practise hard.  The individuals combine on the field into a formidable team.  However, off the field they each have their own problems to contend with.

Text Type

A third person narrative, this story introduces an interesting assortment of characters who engage the reader from the start.  Along the way the reader assimilates a large amount of knowledge about hockey, its rules and tactics.  Each of the individuals in the story brings his/her own unique personality.  The problems and emotions that they face are typical of an early teen's life and they are handled credibly.  The matter of fact way that Ms Frew's disability is dealt with, conveys  warmth and feeling and at no time is the reader feeling sorry for her.  There is a genuine feeling of teamwork and a united cause that brings all the characters together. 

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions and two or three independent reading sessions. The book flows along with a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The story presents many real aspects of growing up and offers reasonable solutions without sermonizing. 

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1  - Before Reading

· Sharing Session Brainstorm everything the group knows about hockey.

· List three things you have learned about the story from the cover picture and the blurb.

Teacher to read to the end of Chapter 1, students read in their own texts.

· Start a comparison chart of the characters.

· How did you first feel when you were told that Ms Frew had no arms?  Why did you react this way?  Do you know anyone else with a similar disability?

· There would be many things that would be very difficult for Ms Frew to do by herself.  Make a list of them.  Devise ways that she could still complete these tasks and retain her independence.

· How would you explain Nina Mortrova's reaction to Foster's joke?

Read to the end of Chapter 16 

Sharing Session - 2

· Research all you can about hockey and how to play it.  Can you name the NZ representative hockey squads?  Our rugby team is known as the All Blacks.  Our cricket team as The Black Caps.  What names are our hockey teams known as?

· Get hold of some hockey sticks and balls and have a go at playing.  Follow the directions from the book.  If you need any more information, look it up.

· How could the team go about dealing with Tyron?  How would your ideas work?  What would be the result?

· Why do you think Tyron behaves as he does?  What have you read so far to support your ideas?

· Adrian's father plays a big role in the development of the team.  What do you think of his manner with the team?  How is it different to the way he is with Adrian?  How would Adrian feel about having his father coach the team?  How does the team feel?

· Describe how you see the Cull family.  

· Which of the team members would you like as your friend?  Why?  

· What were the criteria that Ms Frew used when she decided the team positions?  Do you agree with her?  How would you have organised the team?

Why would you put them into those positions?

Read to the end of the book

Sharing Session 3- After the Reading

· Compare the team’s reaction on page 114 to Tyron's new boots and their reaction on page 120 when they find out the truth.  

· Make an illustrated time line of the events in the book.  

· If you were going to make this book into a film, who would you cast as each of the characters?  Why?

· List the main events and complete the Plot Profile Blackline Master1.
· Discuss which of the following themes have been explored in the text and justify you answer.

injustice, snobbery, power, courage, fear, superficiality, selfishness, realistic expectations, romance,   Can you supply other themes
Written Language
· Facts and opinions.  Write four facts and four opinions about one of the characters.  Justify your opinions.

· Write an article for the local newspaper telling of the team and their season of hockey.

· Write a letter from one of the characters to your class telling about the team and their games.

· Write a series of diary entries for one of the characters.  Keep their personality in mind as you write and include thoughts and opinions about the other team members.

· Write what you think may have been in the letter the team wrote to Mr Elliot?

· Complete the Blackline master2 for the School Statistics.

· Complete the game draw for Collingdale on the School Statistics Blackline Master.  Enter the scores so far.  Also record who were the goalies.

Visual Language
· Design a shirt for the team.  Justify your selection of colour and design.
· Make a video of useful tips for playing hockey.  Include basic shots and the trick shots mentioned in the book.

Oral Language
· Interview Mr Hunt about the team.  Have an interview when he first comes to help coach and another at the end of the season.  Present your interview to the rest of the class.

· Prepare a speech that you could give at school assembly to encourage students to join the team next year.

· Organise a debate about one of the issues in the story.  Topics could include:

· Parents should/should not be allowed to be vocal at children’s sports matches.

· Tyron’s punishment was/was not severe enough for the crime he committed.

· Sport should/ should not be allowed during school time.

Blackline Master !
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School Statistics

Collingdale Draw 








Name of school
Shirt colour
Mixed sex or single sex team
Score
Collingdale scorers
Man/Woman of the match 







































































Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 1999
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