Teacher Notes

Scholastic New Zealand Limited 


Text title: Boyznbikes

Author: Vince Ford

Synopsis

Callum Jackson doesn’t mean to get into trouble at school. He just doesn’t think before he acts. The only reason he fell out of the tree was because he was trying to reach the shoes hanging over the power lines. Landing on the cop car below was a complete accident.

Now Callum is suspended from school and this means that he gets to go on the Big Ride with his dad and his dad’s friends Baz and Skid. His dad goes on the Big Ride at the same time every year to visit the place where his best friend Greg died in a motorcycle accident. What Callum doesn’t know is that there is another reason for his father’s trip. His father has been keeping a secret from him all his life – he has a half sister. Callum has the opportunity to meet Maddy and learn about his father’s past. What starts out as simply a motorbike trip turns into an emotional journey for Callum and his father. Unfortunately the trip is cut short when something happens at home. The pair travels through the night in a rush to get back to Callum’s mother, who has been in some sort of accident. 

Synopsis

Boyznbikes is a fast-paced story that follows the physical and spiritual journey of Callum Jackson, a typical teenager who just can’t seem to stay out of trouble. The story would appeal particularly, though not specifically, to teenage boys, who will enjoy the motorbike races and the male bonding that occurs during the journey. The story is told from 1st person point of view with Callum as the narrator and uses colloquial language. 

The story is set in New Zealand and during the Big Ride Callum and his father travel through many places which epitomize small town New Zealand. During the bike ride Callum’s character develops and changes as he learns more about his father’s mysterious past. Somehow understanding his father better helps him come to an understanding about himself.

Issues raised in the novel include the dangers of speeding, family relationships, secrets, trust and new beginnings.

Sharing the Novel

The novel has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1-5 (pp. 5-22), Chapters 6-21 (pp. 23-94), Chapters 22-32 (pp. 95-166), Chapters 33-43 (pp. 167-221). 

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions to clarify their understanding of the text. Have them make predictions and relate Callum’s story to their own experiences. Teach them to read inferentially and identify important themes and ideas in the story. 

Introducing the Novel

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· From the name of the novel and the illustrations on the front cover who do you think this book would most appeal to and why?

· Have you ever ridden a motorbike? (Or been a passenger on one?) What was it like?

· Why do you think motorbikes are so popular?

· What are some of the dangers associated with motorbikes?

· Who is the main character in the story? How does he get into trouble at school?

· What do you think the Big Ride is?

· Make a prediction about what the big secret might be.

Teacher reads Chapters 1-5 (pp. 5-22) aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1-5 (pp. 5-22)

· On what date does the big ride begin? Who do you think Greg might be?

· What motivates Callum to climb the tree?

· Who is Marcus?

· What goes wrong with Callum’s plan?

· What problems does Callum’s accident cause the school?

· Why is Callum in danger of being kicked out of school?

· How does Callum’s mum react when she picks him up from school? Why do you think she reacts like this?

· What is the problem with the Jackson’s phone?

· What does Callum overhear his parents talking about?

Discussion

· Describe Callum’s attitude towards school and his teachers. Why do you think he behaves the way he does? What do you think will happen to him if he continues to behave in this way?

· What do you think Callum “has to find out sometime”?

· What do you think is going to happen during the big Ride?

Students read Chapters 6-21 (pp. 23-94) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 6-21 (pp. 23-94)

· How does Callum’s mum act the morning that Callum and his dad are leaving? What does Callum imagine might be the reason for why his mum is upset?

· Why does Callum rev up the motorbike?

· What kind of bike does Dave Jackson own? Describe its features.

· How does Callum feel when he rides on the motorbike?

· Who is Skid? What does he give Dave and Callum to use on the journey?

· Who is Baz? How does he react when he learns that Callum is accompanying them on the trip?

· What did Callum do to Mandy Grice’s hair? Why did he do it? How did he feel afterwards?

· What does Callum’s dad tell him about cornering? Why is it important to do it this way?

· Why is Callum’s dad weary about keeping up with Baz and Skid?

· Describe Callum’s “experiment”.

· Where are Cal and his dad heading on the first day of the Big Ride? How does Callum find this out? What does Skid let slip during the conversation?

· What is track day? Why did Callum’s dad stop racing at Manfield?

· What happens to the TV?

· Describe Callum’s experiences on track day. Why is his dad so well-known at Manfield?

· Who agrees to swap bikes with Dave?

· How does Baz ride? How does his style contrast with Dave’s? Why does Dave let Baz win the first race?

· Describe the incident with the rat.

Discussion

· How does Callum feel about his parents keeping secrets from him? Why is it important for parents to be up front with their children? What do you think the secret that they are hiding from him is?

· Who do you think Maddy is?

· Why does Callum like hanging out with his dad and his friends? In what ways do guys act differently when women are not around?

· What does Callum’s story about what his dad did on Skid’s birthday tell us about what he used to be like? How has he changed? What do you think has brought around these changes?

· How does racing the bikes make Callum and his father feel?

· Predict what is going to happen next in the story.

Students read Chapters 22-32 (pp. 95-166) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 22-32 (pp. 95-166)

· Describe the details surrounding Greg’s accident. How does Callum try and comfort his father after he describes the tragic event?

· Who comes across Dave, Callum and Skid swimming naked? How do they react to the spectacle?

· Describe the public bar that Callum goes into. Why does Callum feel so out of place there?

· What does Callum learn about Baz from his conversation with Skid?

· Who are the three women who hang out with Dave and his friends at the pub? Why does Callum feel so uncomfortable when he sees his dad talking to another woman? What does Callum imagine might be the reason for why his mother was so upset when they left home?

· Where do Skid and Baz leave Callum and Dave? Where are Callum and his dad heading?

· Summarise the story that Callum’s dad tells him about his past. What would Dave have done if he had known Shelly was pregnant? What were the circumstances surrounding Greg’s death?

· Where do Shelly and Maddy live? Who is Mike? Who is Greg?  

· What realization does Callum come to about Baz and Skid at the sight of Greg’s accident? Why does Callum’s dad no longer wish that he could change what happened?

· What does Baz say that makes Callum like him more?

· What information does Callum learn about Maddy from his father?

· How does Maddy “test” Callum on the farm? How does Callum react to the test?

· How do Maddy’s family help make the visit easy for Callum and Dave?

Discussion

· How has Greg’s death affected Dave? In what ways do you think his friend’s death has changed how he behaves and the choices he makes in his life?

· What does Callum learn about his father during their journey? In what ways do you think the Big Ride will affect their relationship?

· Describe Callum’s dad Dave. What qualities and characteristics does he possess? Find examples from the story to illustrate your ideas. Do you think he’s a good dad to Callum? Why/why not?

· How does Callum react when he learns that he has a half-sister? How would you feel if you were in his position? Why didn’t his parents tell him earlier? Do you agree with their decision to keep his sister a secret for so long? Why/why not?

· How does Callum’s mother feel about Maddy and Shelly? Why does she feel this way? Do you sympathise with her? Why/why not?

· Describe Maddy. How does she make Callum feel comfortable? In what ways are Maddy and Callum similar? Why would it be hard for Callum to meet his half-sister after so long?

Students read Chapters 33-44 (pp. 167-221) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 33-44 (pp. 167-221)

· Why do Callum and his father begin to worry about Cath? Who do they send round to check on her?

· Describe Maddy’s birthday party. Why is Dave reluctant to stay the night? How does the atmosphere change from the afternoon to the evening? Why does it change?

· What does Dave learn from the message on the cell phone? Why does Callum’s dad decide to ride home that night?

· How does Callum feel when he has to say goodbye to Maddy?

· Why does Callum think that Maddy didn’t open a present from Shelly and Mike while he and his dad were there? 

· What do Callum and his dad talk about on the way home?

· What makes Callum think that his father has forgotten that he is there? How does Dave react when he realizes how fast he has been going?

· How does Dave deal with the problem of Callum’s sleepiness?

· How does Callum plan to earn the money to buy his motorbike?

· Where do Callum and Dave go as soon as they get back to Gisborne? What happened to Cath? What exciting news does she give them?

· How does having another child change Cath’s attitude towards Maddy? Why is it good for Callum to spend time with his half-sister?

Discussion

· Discuss the importance of relationships in this novel.

· Explain how the Big Ride is both a physical and emotional journey for Callum and describe what he has learnt from the experience.

· Identify an important theme from the novel and explain how it is developed.

Activities

Map – Trace a copy of a map of the North Island of New Zealand onto a piece of paper then show which places Callum and his father visited on the Big Ride.

Advertisement – Design an advertisement for the Honda ST 1300 ABS bike. Try and combine verbal and visual features and use emotive language to make your product sound appealing.

Letter – Write a letter to a friend that describes Boyznbikes and explains why they should read it.

Incident Report – Imagine that you are the Principal of Callum’s school. Write up an incident report detailing what happened with Callum and the shoes. Remember to include information about the problems Callum caused to the school and his punishment.

Diary Entry – Imagine that you are Maddy. Write a diary entry for the night that Dave and Callum visit explaining what happened during the day and your thoughts and feelings about it. Explain how you feel after meeting your half-brother for the first time.

Plot – Choose 10 important events from the novel. Create a flow diagram that shows the events in the order in which they occur.

Character – Things that characters think and say tell us a lot about them. Draw a picture of Callum on a large sheet of paper. Around your picture draw a series of thought and speech bubbles. In the bubbles write important quotes from the story that help reveal important information about Callum.

Writing – Rewrite the last Chapter of the story.

Poem – Write a poem or rap song that illustrates the excitement and exhilaration of riding on a motorbike.
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