Text Title

John Britten – The Boy Who Did DoBbetter
By Jennifer Beck

Synopsis

John Britten – The Boy Who Did Do Better is a biography of John Britten, a New Zealander who invented the Britten motorcycle. The motorcycle captured the interest of racing fans and the media – especially when they found out that it was built by a New Zealander in his shed. John Britten – The boy who did do better explores John’s background, his learning difficulties in school and his successes and failures. John Britten died of cancer at the young age of 45.

Text Type

John Britten – The Boy Who Did Do Better is a biography. It is divided into distinct chapters which explore John’s background and his achievements. It is presented in full colour and includes photographs and other interesting resources such as excerpts from Britten’s report card and some of his sketches. These resources compliment the text and help even reluctant readers remain engaged. This text would be best suited for good primary school readers and intermediate pupils. It would appeal particularly to boys.

Sharing the Text
The following activities are designed to give teachers a range of options for teaching the text. They may choose to use all of the tasks or only some of them, depending on the abilities of the pupils they are teaching. The activities are designed to help students with skills such as summarising, making inferences, applying knowledge and close reading. The activities that follow allow students to develop their understanding and suit a range of learning styles.

Activity One 

Reading Comprehension Exercises

Introduction to the Text

Have you heard of a famous New Zealander called John Britten? What do you know about him? What is he famous for? If you have not heard of him, study the front cover of the book and make some predictions about why Britten was famous.

Teacher reads Chapter 1 Out of the Blue aloud. Students follow along in their books and then answer the following questions using the text and the accompanying images:

· Where is Daytona?

· What kind of motorcycle won the Battle of the Twins race?

· What kind of motorcycle came second? Explain why the motorcycle was called a Britten. Why did people assume that the bike was from England?

· What was the rumour circulating about the bike?

· Why did the second placing make spectators and media curious and uneasy?

Activity Two

Guided Silent Reading Exercise – Chapter 2 - Could Do Better

Purpose

We are reading the following extract from John Britten – The boy who did do better to learn about John Britten’s background and the learning difficulties that he experienced during his schooling.

Success Criteria

We will be successful when we know:

· When and where John was born and who his other family members were.

· The areas that John struggled with at school.

· The subject that John enjoyed and achieved in at school.

Introduction to the text

Have you ever found a subject at school difficult? How did this make you feel?  What did you do to try and overcome these difficulties? Have you ever had a teacher tell you that you could try harder? How did this make you feel? Which subjects do you enjoy the most and why?

1. Students read the first 4 paragraphs on page 6 silently and answer the following questions:

· When and where was John Britten born?

· Why do he and his twin sister Marguerite not share the same birthday?

· What did John’s father do for a job?

· Why were John and his sister placed in different classes?

2. Students read the last paragraph on page 6 and up to paragraph 6 on page 7 silently (“A bunch of no-hopers”) and answer the following questions:

· What two areas did John struggle with most at school?

· Why didn’t John write the story about his fishing trip? What did he do instead?

· What happened to John after two years at Elmwood School?

3. Students read to the end of the chapter silently and answer the following questions:

· How did John’s mother try and help him with his studies?

· What were John’s primary school reports like?

· What areas of school did John achieve well in?

Review answers with students to ensure that success criteria have been met.

Follow-up Activity

John Britten had a learning difficulty when he was at school. Write a paragraph explaining how not being able to read and write very well can make learning difficult. Which subjects require these skills? Does not being able to read and write well make you any less clever?

Activity Three

Three-Level Guide –Chapter 3 – Go-Cart Champ

Students read Chapter 3 silently and then complete the following three-level guide. They should answer True or False to the statements and must write explanations for their answers for Levels 2 and 3. Once each student has completed the three-level guide independently they are put into groups and should discuss their answers until everybody agrees.

Level 1

Write True or False next to the following statements based on what the text says.

· John enjoyed weekends because he could spend time reading.

· John lost the Scouts’ go-cart race.

· John’s favourite magazine was called “Popular Mechanics”.

· John wrote descriptions of his projects in his “plans” book.

· John did not know how to assemble bicycles.

· John used spare parts to make go-carts.

· John enjoyed being in the Scouts.

Level 2

Write True or False next to the following statements based on what is meant by the author in the text. Remember to write a sentence justifying your answer.

· John had a learning difficulty.

· John’s mother was not supportive of her son.

· School was an enjoyable experience for John.

· John was very creative.

· Some Scouts were jealous of John’s go-cart.

· John had perseverance.

Level 3

Write True or False beside the following statements based on what you think the author would agree with. Remember to write a sentence justifying your answer.

· To be clever you must be able to read and write.

· Sometimes you can learn more from experience than you can from school.

· Success breeds success.

Activity Four

Reading Comprehension – Chapter 4 John Rescues an Indian and Chapter 5 Leaving School.

Teacher reads Chapter 4 John Rescues an Indian aloud. Students follow along in their books and answer the following questions:

· Who are John’s grandparents and where do they live?

· What is meant by “maternal” grandparents? Use a dictionary if you are not sure.

· Describe the talents that John Hughson had and explain how he was an inspiration to John.

· What did the Britten family do during their holidays?

· How old was John when he found the old Indian motorbike?

· What did John use the truck that he restored for?

Teacher reads Chapter 5 Leaving School aloud. Students follow along in their books and answer the following questions:

· Name the school that John attended in Christchurch.

· Which subjects did John succeed in at school?

· What qualifications had John gained when he left school? What does the fact that he was able to pass despite his learning problems suggest about his character?

· Which course did John enrol in after he left school? Where did he begin working?

· John could be described as an innovator. Find the dictionary definition for innovator and copy it into your books.

Activity Five

Summarising

Students read Chapter 6 The Old Stables independently identifying the most important points as they read. It would be a good idea to provide students with a photocopy of the chapter so they can highlight important ideas. Students then write a summary no longer than two paragraphs of the information contained within the chapter.

Activity Six

Reading Comprehension Chapter 7- Kirsteen
Students read Chapter 7 Kirsteen independently and answer the following questions:

· Name John’s wife.

· Where did John first meet Kirsteen?

· What did Kirsteen do for a job?

· What magazine is featured with a picture of Kirsteen on the cover?

· How did John keep in contact with Kirsteen after she returned overseas?

· How many children did John and Kirsteen have together? What are their names?

Activity Seven

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Activities for Chapter 8 The Hand-built Superbike are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy. Have students read Chapter 8 independently and complete the following activities:

Remembering

· Name the team who helped John build the superbike.

· Where did John and his team build the superbike?

· What happened to the bike during a practice run before Daytona? Who was injured in the accident?

· Identify a part of the bike’s design that was considered innovative.

Understanding

· Describe the process that John and his team went through while they were building the motorcycle.
· Explain why it would have been challenging to work with a limited budget and resources. How would Britten’s experience have been different if he worked for a huge, overseas motorcycle company?
Applying

· Do you know of another instance where kiwi ingenuity has been used to create something that has taken on the best in the world?
· If John Britten were still alive today what questions would you ask him?
Analysing

· What motivated John Britten to create him motorbike?

· Explain some of the problems that the team faced. How were they able to overcome these obstacles?

Evaluating

· Do you think that the superbike was worth all of the sacrifices that John had to make to build it? Justify your answer.

· Do you believe that innovation is more important than a big budget? Explain your answer.

· Prepare a list of criteria to judge the success of the Britten motorcycle.

Creating

· Plan a marketing campaign for the Britten motorcycle.

· Design a magazine cover featuring the Britten motorcycle. Include the name of the magazine, a catchy headline and an illustration. 

Activity Eight

Reading Comprehension Chapter 9 – The Big Race

Students read Chapter 9 The Big Race independently and answer the following questions:

· Name the motorcycle that John created.

· Who was chosen to ride the motorcycle?

· What went wrong with the motorcycle during the practice laps?

· What did the rider do as he passed the leading Ducati?

· Why was the bike forced out the race?

· Imagine that you are John Britten watching the race. What emotions do you feel when you realise that your bike is not going to finish the race?

Activity Nine

Reading Comprehension Chapter 10 – Triumph and Tragedy, Chapter 11 – Cancer and Chapter 12 – The Last Ride.

Students read the last three chapters of the book independently and answer the following questions:

· Explain why the Britten motorcycle was considered a success even though it did not win at Daytona.

· Why would John have been excited about appearing in the magazine Popular Mechanics?

· How was the Britten motorcycle described on the cover of Cycle World?

· Name two successes that the Britten motorcycle had in the early 1990s.

· What tragedy occurred in 1994 that devastated John and his team?

· What other work was John involved in at this time?

· What illness did John have?

· Where did he and Kirsteen go to receive treatment?

· Why did the family fly to Queensland?

· Explain why John’s 45th birthday party was so special.

· What did Bruce Garrick bring to the birthday party with him?

· When did John Britten die? How old was he?

· What did John’s family see that surprised them during the funeral procession?

· John Britten struggled with reading and writing from an early age yet followed his dreams and achieved great successes. Write a paragraph explaining why John Britten was an inspiration to many and what lessons we can learn from his short life.

Activities

· Seminar – Using John Britten- The boy who did do better and other resources students are to write and present a seminar about John Britten’s life. They should include visual resources such as photographs or video footage in their presentation.

· Research – Students are to choose another inspirational New Zealander who has overcome adversary to achieve success and complete some research about their chosen “hero”. This research could be presented on a poster, as a speech or as a PowerPoint presentation.

· Diary Entry – Students are to imagine that they are John Britten as a school student. They are to complete a diary entry for John detailing the difficulties that he is having at school, his thoughts and feelings and his hopes and dreams.

· News Article – Students are to write a news article about the Britten motorcycle’s performance at Daytona in 1992, where the bike was leading for most of the race but was then forced to withdraw because of mechanical difficulties. The article should be written in the form of an inverted pyramid and include quotes from people involved.

· Fact File – Students are to create a fact file for John Britten that includes details such as his date and place of birth, family, schooling, occupations, successes and date of death.

· Letter – Students are to write a letter to a friend telling them about this book and explaining why they should read it.

· Advertisement – Students are to create a poster that advertises the Britten motorcycle.

