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Joy Cowley wrote this touching story in response to a request for a book that might help children deal with an unexpected death of a classmate.

Therefore the book needs to be read and shared sensitively with students in a warm, caring environment where they can feel safe to express their emotions.

This book covers concepts of friendship, illness, hope, coping with death, and cultural differences.

As the classroom teacher make a personal decision as to whether you pre-warn the class that the book deals with death.

First reading

· Discuss the title and view the cover illustration of Brodie.

· Read the story from cover to cover, as it is more meaningful to the students. Do not interrupt the flow of the story to make predictions about the text, or to discuss the illustrations.

· At the end of the first reading discuss with the students what the story is about.

· How did the story make you feel? Why?

Second reading

· Re-read the story this time pausing to let the author’s message become more meaningful and to view the illustrations more closely.

· Talk about Brodie’s friend who narrates the story and how they think he felt at different points in the story.

· Discuss they way he remembers the funny things about Brodie and how the classmates always had hope he would get better.

· Talk about Brodie’s skill as an artist. Why is this so special?

· Talk about the plans Brodie had for his future, even though he was sick.

· Discuss the concept of hope and why that is so important to someone who is sick. What signs of hope are included in this story?

· Discuss Mrs Patawai’s relationship with Brodie and her birthday gift. 

· Explore the way Mrs Patawai tells the class of Brodie’s death and the subsequent reactions of his classmates. How does she help the children understand and come to terms with Brodie’s death?

· Talk about how the children in the class reacted to the news of Brodie’s death. Why do you think they felt like this?
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· Discuss how we all react differently when someone dies dependent on how we feel and how close we are to the person. Allow time for student’s to open up to a personal loss they have experienced.

· Explore the beliefs different cultures have about what happens when somebody dies. 

· Talk about what people do to help the family when someone dies. List ways and discuss why it is important to share with the family. E.g sending cards, flowers, going to the funeral etc. 

· Discuss the concept of learning to cope with the loss of a loved one. How do the classmates remember Brodie? How does it make them feel?

· Talk about the importance of having memories, photos and possessions to remember someone who has died. How do you think the narrator felt when Brodie’s Mum gave him Brodie’s drawing book? Why was this important to Brodie’s Mum?

Follow-up activities

· Expand the students’ vocabulary of words related to ‘sad’ emotions. List words like upset, miserable, empty, lonely, grief stricken, distraught etc. 

· Explore the use of past tense to tell this personal narrative.

· Encourage student’s to talk or write about a loss they have experienced of someone or something they have loved.

Viewing the illustrations

· Explore the illustrator’s style.

· Chris Mousdale has used a variety of media to illustrate this text. The media used includes collage, acrylic paints, coloured pencils, indian ink, stencilling and printing.

· View each illustration to see how he has interpreted the author’s message.

· Discuss the use of aircraft in the illustrations. One example is the jet plane with the vapor trail on the dedication pages, with two levels of imagery. On the one hand they represent Brodie’s passion for drawing aircraft. On the other hand they are symbols of heaven, flight, leaving this earth. 

· View the way the illustrator has become Brodie the artist, with his images of child drawings.

· Look at the layers within the illustrations. The illustrator uses collage to build up images, and surrounds them with words.

· View the image of Brodie in the hospital bed and read the quilt of messages the author has created.

· Discuss the sign above Brodie’s bed and what the abbreviation of “onc” stands for – Oncology, as a clue to Brodie’s illness

· Explore the symbols in the visual images and discuss what they represent e.g. the images of height and flight; the images of the tears on the card; 

· the representation of different cultural beliefs; 

· Encourage the student’s to select one double-paged spread to close view. Read the text on this page and discuss how has the illustrator made connections with the author’s message. What media is used?  Look at the placement of the text and the images on the page. Talk about how the illustrator has framed the images. How effective are the illustrations?

· Discuss the use of colour within the illustrations. How has the illustrator used different colours to represent the emotions of the text? What emotions are associated with the colours blue or yellow?

Follow-up viewing activities

· Experiment with using multimedia in one piece of art. 

· Explore texts with other illustrator’s that use multimedia such as Shaun Tan.
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