Camel Face

Moya Simons

Synopsis.

Melissa had always been Uncle Oscar’s favourite grandniece.  When he dies, he leaves her, not only enough money to be “a tiny bit rich” but also a small copper camel with a hidden compartment.

Translation of the hidden hieroglyphics reveals an ancient curse.  Melissa rubs the special camel oil onto the camel’s eyes, makes her wish and her future changes dramatically.  

“Be careful what you wish for” takes on a very different meaning.

Text Type

This is Melissa’s story of self-discovery.  As she grows from childhood to adolescence, she realises that her jokes and tricks must stop, and doubts about her hair, her freckles and her skin begin to dominate her life.  Melissa’s wish means that she must use all her resourcefulness to live another’s life for a month.

Themes covered include self-acceptance, growing up, family, friends and coping with change.

Sharing the novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The book flows along in a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The characters are exaggerated and endearing.  The situations faced by Melissa will lead to interesting discussions and wishful thinking as the group imagines the power of having a wish come true.  

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1 – before reading the novel.

· Study the illustrations on the front and back covers.  Read the back cover blurb.

· Where do the postage stamps come from?.  Locate the country on a map of the world.  Brainstorm what the group knows about this country. 

· Prepare a list of questions that you would like answered about camels.  As you read the novel these questions may be answered or other questions added.  Direct your questions to an expert in camels – perhaps a zookeeper.

·  What do the facial expressions on the cover convey to you?  What do you notice about these two girls?  What predictions can you make about this novel from the cover?

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students to read along in their own books.
Comprehension – Chapter 1

· What joke did Melissa play on her teacher?  What was the result of this joke?  Do you think Melissa intended such a result from her joke?  What would the repercussions have been?
· What relationship is there between Melissa and her Uncle Oscar?  Display this relationship on a family tree.  Identify great-uncles in your own family.  What do you call these great-uncles?
· Where had Uncle Oscar been living?  What was his main job?  How would you describe Uncle Oscar and his lifestyle?
· What did Uncle Oscar leave to Melissa’s family in his will?  Why did he leave Melissa an inheritance?  What had she done to deserve this?
Discussion

· How would you describe Melissa and her mother’s reactions to the news of Uncle Oscar’s death? Why do you think they reacted in this way?  What does their reaction tell us about these characters?   

· Knowing a little about Uncle Oscar, what do you think he might have left Melissa?  Discuss what you would do with an unexpected inheritance?   

Students read independently from page 8-40 to find out what Uncle Oscar sent to Melissa.

Shared Session – 2

Comprehension

· What did Uncle Oscar send Melissa?  What was so special about it?  How did she find the parchment?  Where has this present come from originally?

· What jobs do Melissa’s parents do?  Why did her mother give up her florist job?

· Describe in your own words the first meeting between Melissa and Inga.

· Where does Melissa’s father take her on Sunday?  What other options were there?  Why did they choose to do that?

Discussion

· What do you understand by the word ‘daggy’ (page8-9)?  What other word could convey a similar meaning?  Why do you think the author repeated the word so often?  How does this impact on the description.

· How would you describe Melissa’s father?  In what other ways do you think indecisiveness would effect his life?  Is his character plausible?  Have you encountered a character similar to him in other novels, or in real life?

· Discuss what you would do with money from an inheritance.  Do you agree with the way in which the money was spent?  What changes would you make?

· Nicknames can be clever but sometimes they can be cruel.  How would you explain Stephy’s tolerance of her nickname – Onion Breath?  From what you know about Melissa so far, what do you think could be a suitable nickname for her?    What would Inga have for a nickname?                               

Students read from page 41 to  page 74 to find out what Melissa discovers about the camel’s secret.

Shared Session – 3 Pages 41-74

Comprehension

· Why was Mrs. Bailey so interested in the parchment?  In your own words retell what the message says.  How long will the wishes last?  What warnings should Melissa heed?
· How would you describe Inga’s impression on the class?  Has their initial impression of her changed at all?  How does she present herself to the class?  What advice would you give anyone starting a new class?
· Melissa enjoys magic tricks.  What tricks has she perfected so far?  What trick does she particularly want to do on someone?

·  Where did Melissa hide the camel oil? What happens when she rubs it into the camel’s eyes? 

· How did her parents react to the change in her?  How did she prove she was Melissa?  How does her mother further change Melissa’s appearance? 

· How do you explain Charles’ attitude to Melanie?  What does this tell you about his character?  What information does Melissa fish for?  What information does he divulge?  Do you think it is a good idea to ask these questions of Charles?  Justify your reply.
Discussion

· Discuss Onion Breath’s diet.  How popular would her diet be with the rest of the group?  How do you explain her food preferences?  How well would her parents’ threats work?  Do you find this character believable?  Justify your response.
· Why do you think Melissa wished to become Inga?  What does this wish tell you about Melissa?  What problems can you foresee happening to her? 

· Melissa has now become Melanie, her cousin.  How plausible do you consider her explanation to be?  Would you believe this explanation? Brainstorm other, more believable explanations for her?

· In what ways does Melissa not resemble Inga?  What do her friends perceive as being not quite the same?  How does Melissa react to these perceptions? 

· What problems do you foretell for Melissa?  What do you think will happen now?

Read to the end of novel to find out if Melissa gets another wish.
Shared session 3

Comprehension – Pages 75 – 124

· What is Shawna’s relationship to Inga?  How does she explain Inga’s unfriendliness?  What is Melissa’s reaction to this information?

· How do you explain Melissa’s wanting to return to her old face after two weeks?  What has happened to change her mind?  Do you think she will be happy changed back? 

· What was Constable Green’s reaction to the robbery?  Why did he react in this way?  How did the family feel when they reported the robbery?  What information did they omit to tell the Constable? 

· Why did the thief kidnap Inga?  What are his demands?  What do the families have to do to meet his demands?

· Who must go to meet the kidnapper?  What do the others do while they wait?  Do you think they should have gone to the police?

· What had been Uncle Oscar’s wish with the magic camel?  How did the kidnapper know that the magic was genuine?  What does his wish tell you about Uncle Oscar?

Discussion

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· Describe the school that Melissa attends.  What information have you gathered about the teachers and the students?  How does her school appear to compare to yours?  

· Melissa’s mother states-“You are exactly the same person inside, Melissa, and that’s why the kids like you.” (p 74).  Why did this statement make Melissa squirm?  Do you agree or disagree with that statement? 

· Despite all efforts, Inga is quite content to be miserable.  The other students are very concerned about her.  What could the others do? Suggest things that Melissa and her friends might be able to do to help.

· Melissa’s parents appear to be mending their relationship.  What advice would you give to them all at this stage?  Do you think they will get back together? 

· How does the meeting with the kidnapper compare with other scenes like this that you have read about or seen on television?  Is this what you would have expected?  Do you think he was an experienced kidnapper? Refer to the text to substantiate your response.

· What predictions would you make for the characters as a sequel for this novel?  What will happen to Melissa’s parents?  What will happen in Melissa’s relationship with Charles?  Will Inga become a genuine part of the group?

Responses to Text Activities

Oral

Telephone an expert
· Investigate the ancient language Hieroglyphics.  Develop the role of an expert.  Prepare a list of questions about the language.  In role as school children, telephone your expert and ask the questions.  Your expert in Hieroglyphics will answer your questions.  Present your drama to the rest of the class.
Role play

· What do you think happened when Melissa’s mother met Shawna?  Allocate roles and re-enact their meeting.  Who else would have been there when they met?  Vary the people present and replay the scene.

Hot Seat
· The novel speeds to a rapid conclusion.  What questions would you like to ask each of the characters?  Hot seat the characters and have them answer your questions in role.  Make sure the answers are consistent with the character in the novel.

Visual

Storyboard

· How does Melissa trick the kidnapper?  Design a storyboard for this sequence.  Write captions for the storyboard.

Freeze Frame

· Freeze - frame the scene when Melissa hands over the oil.  Take a picture of it and write a report for the local newspaper.

Written

Character Profiles

· Develop character profiles for Melissa’s parents or for Melissa and Inga.  Compare the two characters.  What characteristics do the share and in what ways are they different?   Locate pictures of people who you consider most resemble your characters.  Justify your selections.
Facts and Opinions

· Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  Substantiate the facts and opinions with reference to the text. 
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???????????????????????????????

Introducing Uncle Oscar

· Imagine there was a formal occasions and you had the responsibility of introducing Uncle Oscar to an audience.  Prepare a formal introduction and introduce Uncle Oscar to your class.

Plan Wattle Valley
· What are some of the major differences between Wattle Valley and your town or city?  Plan how this town could be laid out.  Justify the placement of each facility.

Wishful Dreams

· If you had the chance to make a wish, what would your wish be?  Why?  In what ways would your wish change your life?  List the positive and negative things that could result from your wish.

The Perfect face

· Make a collage from pictures of a ‘perfect’ face.  Choose eyes, nose etc from many sources to create your perfect face.  Be prepared to justify your selection.  What has influenced your selection?

Another Perspective

· Retell the story so far from Inga’s perspective.  Prepare a three-minute talk and retell it to the rest of the group.
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