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Text Title: A Case for G. String

Author: Julia Owen

Synopsis

Geraldine “Mickey” String lives in a typical New Zealand town with her dad, her younger brother Gary and her eccentric grandmother. It’s the school holidays and Mickey is looking forward to shopping for a new bikini with her best friend Erina and hanging around Darcy “the hunk from heaven”, hoping he will notice her. But then Mickey finds out that Mrs Horn, the old lady from down the street, has been found dead in her house and her vicious dog, ironically named cupcake, is missing. Mickey becomes suspicious when she sees someone standing at Miss Horn’s window, and decides to investigate. Mickey and her friends Bugs, Erina and Gary; break into Miss Horn’s house and discover that it has been ransacked. Someone was desperate to find something. While they are there an unknown intruder locks them in the basement. Luckily, they are able to escape and, with their curiosity piqued, they decide to extend their investigation. Did Miss Horn really die of natural causes or did something more sinister happen?

The group soon discover that Molly Mountfrey, the wealthy owner of the local bottled water plant, was good friends with Miss Horn, so they pay her a visit. Molly feigns ignorance when they question her, but when her chauffeur Tony Tupelo, aka Big Toe, picks them up in his car and subtly threatens them, they become convinced that Molly is hiding something. Mickey and Bugs refuse to give up their investigation and their persistence leads them into a dangerous situation which sees them being accused of vandalism and attempted arson. A daring escape in a police car leads them back to Molly Mountfrey’s house where a final climatic showdown occurs.

Text Type

A Case for G. String is a humorous and fast-paced adventure mystery. It has broad appeal and features likeable characters.  Mickey is a typical teenager who many readers will relate to. She enjoys hanging out with her friends, has a crush on an older boy and spends a lot of time trying to ignore her younger brother, Gary, who she finds particularly annoying. Mickey has a natural curiosity that often leads her into trouble. Her friend Bugs provides a contrast to Mick because he is serious and studious. Unbeknownst to Mickey, Bugs has a crush on her. The two work together to solve the mystery, and at the same time have to figure out exactly how their relationship is going to proceed. Gary, the pesky younger brother, is definitely a comical character but he also proves himself useful in their quest. Students will find this story light-hearted, entertaining and highly readable.

Themes include: crushes and unrequited love, working together to achieve a goal, secrets and lies, mystery solving and greed.

Sharing the Novel

The novel has been divided up as follows: Chapter 1 (pp. 7-19), Chapters 2-6 (pp. 20-89), Chapters 7-10 (pp. 90-147) and Chapters 11-14 (pp. 148-197).

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions to clarify their understanding of words and ideas. Have them make inferences and predictions. Students should be looking for clues left by the author throughout the story that help them to unravel the mystery.  Encourage them to study the main character and explore how she develops and changes as the story progresses. Have them examine the relationships between the characters and explain the importance of them. Have students identify important themes and ideas raised in the novel.

Introducing the Novel

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· Who is the main character in the story? What does she do for a job?

· Whose house is pictured on the front cover? What happened to the person who lived there? What happened to her dog?

· What kind of temperament do you think the dog has?

· Who is the boy on the front cover carrying the skateboard?

· How does the main character feel about him?

· What kind of novel do you think this is going to be and why?

Teacher reads Chapter 1 aloud (pp. 7-19). Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapter 1 (pp. 7-19)

· What is Mickey’s real name? Why do people call her Mickey? Why does she hate her real name so much?

· Who does Mickey live with?

· Why is Mickey looking forward to the holidays so much?

· Why does Mickey have to do Gary’s paper run?

· Why does Mickey spend so much time outside Darcy’s house?

· Why does Mickey dread delivering the paper to Miss Horn’s house? What does she see at the upstairs window?

· Who is Erina?

Discussion

· Who is the main character? What do we know about her so far?

· Describe Gary. Why does Mickey find him so annoying?

· What information has been provided in this Chapter that could be important later in the story?

· What do you think is going to happen next?

Students read Chapters 2-6 (pp. 20-89) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 2-6 (pp. 20-89)

· What shocking news does Erina give Mickey? Why is Mickey so surprised to hear this?

· Why does Mickey offer to help Gaz with his paper run? Why does Gaz continue to deliver the paper to Mrs Horn’s house? What makes Mickey think that someone has been in the house since Miss Horn’s death? What do you think happened to cupcake?

· Why do the kids decide to keep their concerns about Miss Horn’s death from Erina’s father?

· Where does Gina work? Who does she flat with? Who does Mickey see at her flat? How does she feel when she sees him there?

· Who drags Mickey away from Gina’s flat? Why do you think he does this?

· Why do Mickey, Erina and Bugs go to the library? What information do they gather there?

· What does Gran tell Mickey and Bugs about Molly Mountfrey?

· How do Mickey, Bugs, Erina and Gaz get into Miss Horn’s house? What do they find inside? How do the group get stuck in the basement? How do they escape?

· What interesting information does Erina give Mickey and Bugs at the bus stop?

· Who does Gaz say he is going on a “date” with? What is he really going to do? Why does Erina decide to tag along?

· Describe Mickey and Bugs’ meeting with Mrs Mountfrey. What picture does Molly have in her house that is also in Joan’s? How does Molly react when the children ask her about Cupcake?

Discussion

· Describe Bugs. How does his character contrast with Mickey’s? How is he helpful to the investigation? What evidence is there in the story to suggest that he has a crush on Mickey?

· Do you think Mickey and her friends are justified in breaking into Miss Horn’s house? Why/why not? What could they have done instead?

· Who do you think locked the group in the basement? What could have been their motivation for doing this?

· What do you think the people who broke into the house were looking for?

· Which characters that we have already been introduced to are going to become important to the story? Explain your answer.

· Predict what is going to happen next.

Students read Chapters 7-10 (pp. 90-147) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 7-10 (pp. 90-147)

· Why do Mickey and Bugs decide not to attend the funeral?

· Who do Mickey and Bugs see after the funeral? How does she manage to expose their lies to Molly Mountfrey?

· Who offers Mickey and Bugs a ride? What does he talk about on the journey? Why do Mickey and Bugs leave feeling as though they have been threatened? What does Bugs take from the seat of the car?

· Why does Mickey get in trouble with Gina?

· Why is Darcy hanging around with Gina and Chris?

· Describe Gina’s promotional idea. Why does Bugs say that he and Mickey aren’t interested in helping out?

· Why doesn’t Mickey believe that Bugs has a crush on her?

· Why does Gaz decide to give up smoking?

· Why do Mickey and Bugs decide that there is something strange about Molly?

· Describe how Bugs and Mickey reach Molly Mountfrey’s house on their second visit. What do they overhear Molly and Big Toe discussing from their hiding place? Who does Big Toe catch hiding in the garage? What excuse do the pair come up with for being there?

· What does Big Toe want to do to the kids? How does Molly convince him not to?

· What does Erina tell Bugs and Mickey about what happened when Big Toe caught them? Why does Erina think that Big Toe is weird?

· Why doesn’t Bugs think that Erina’s dad will believe their story?

· What is Molly planning on selling? How did Gran find this out?

· What does Mickey ask Erina about while she is in the shower? What does Erina reveal to her? Why is Mickey annoyed with her?

Discussion

· Do you believe that Mickey and her friends should drop the investigation or continue with it? Explain your answer. Do they have a responsibility to find out what really happened to Miss Horn? Why/why not? 

· What would you do? Why?

· What qualities does Bugs have that make him a good investigator? 

· Describe Gaz’s character. How does he add humour to the story?

· What do you think is going to happen next in the story? Come up with a possible explanation for Molly Mountfrey’s involvement in the mystery.

Students read Chapters 11-14 (pp. 148-197) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 11-14 (pp. 148-197)

· Who stays outside Miss Horn’s house to keep watch?

· What has happened to the house since the kids’ last visit?

· Why is Mickey worried that Molly and Big Toe might turn up at any minute?

· What noise alerts Mickey to the fact that they have company?

· Where do the group hide? How do Molly and Big Toe know where they are hiding?

· Who shoves Big Toe down the basement stairs? Why can’t the kids trapped in the basement make their escape when this happens? Who does escape?

· Explain how Molly sets the kids up. Why is her plan so effective? How does Erina’s father react to the situation? What does Mickey see as she leaves the scene in the police car?

· What does Mickey find inside Gaz’s hoody pocket? Why is this so interesting?

· Why do Bugs and Mickey feel so strongly that they need to escape? How do they get away?

· What do Mickey and Bugs learn from Gaz when they arrive at Molly Mountfrey’s? Why is Gaz so eager to try and save Cupcake? How does he plan to rescue Cupcake? 

· Where did Gaz find the envelope? Why doesn’t he know what is in it?

· How does Gaz alert Big Toe to their whereabouts? Where do the group run to? Why does Gaz insist that they wait?

· What factors complicate the groups’ escape?

· How does Bugs capture Matt’s attention when they finally reach the other side? Who took Gaz’s orange hoody? Why isn’t he able to get away? 

· Why does Molly believe that it was greed that killed Joan Horn?

· Who is Molly Mountfrey really?

· Why is Matt angry with the kids despite the fact that they solved the mystery of Miss Horn’s death? What does he mean when he says that things could have worked out very differently?

· What is going to happen to Cupcake?

· What does Gina say to Mickey that makes her feel warm and tingly?

· Why is Bugs upset about Darcy? How does Mickey allay his fears? How does Mickey convince Bugs to become involved in the Big Skate Day Out?

Discussion

· Why do you think Gaz decided to stow away in the boot of the Mercedes? Why were his actions dangerous? What do you think might have happened if Mickey and Bugs didn’t go after him?

· Who was pretending to be Molly Mountfrey? How do you think she was able to get away with her deception for so long? What was she planning to do before the kids became involved in the mystery? What do you think will happen to her now? What could she have done differently that might have made her deception successful?

· Identify the climax of the story and explain why this event is important.

· Identify an important theme in the story and discuss how this theme is developed in the story.

· What do you think would have happened if Gaz didn’t find the envelope in the doghouse? How could this have changed the outcome of the story?

Activities

Plot – Identify 10 important events that occur in the story. Draw a story board that illustrates the events in the order that they occur. Include an explanation of the events under each illustration.

News Report – Imagine that you are a news reporter for a local newspaper. Write an article explaining the events that have occurred in the town over the last few weeks. Remember to include information about Miss Horn’s death and “Molly Mountfrey’s” and Big Toe’s involvement in it.  Explain how Molly’s school friend stole her identity and explain her motivations for doing this. Finally include information on Mickey and her friends’ involvement and how the case is solved. You could include quotes from the people involved.

Static Image - Design a web page to advertise the novel. Remember you are trying the encourage people to read the book so your web page needs to make the book seem appealing. You might want to include a brief plot summary, information about the characters and themes and links to other sites. Try and combine verbal and visual features to convey your ideas. 

Character – Write several paragraphs explaining what Mickey and Bugs are like as characters and how their characters are developed throughout the story. Pay particular attention to the differences between these characters.

Important items – Imagine that you are a private investigator who is about to go out into the field and investigate a case. Make a list of 10 items that you would take with you and explain why they are important.

Board game – Design a board game based on the story. For every positive event that occurs reward the player, for every negative event, penalise them. Illustrate your board game with scenes or important settings from the story.

Script – Choose an important event from the story and write a script for it. Remember to include a list of characters and stage directions.  Ask a group of students to be actors in your play; explain the events setting and emotions surrounding your event; and rehearse and present it to the class.

Police Report – Write a police report for “Molly Mountfrey” detailing her crimes.

Review – Write a book review for A case for G. String. Include information about the plot (but don’t give too much away!). Discuss the characters, setting and themes. Remember to include your personal opinion about the book and why you would recommend it to others.

Writing – Imagine that there is a sequel being written to this novel. Write a brief outline of the new case that Mickey and her friends will be involved in and how they will solve it.
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