Crab Apples

Ged Maybury

Synopsis

Randy and Piho have discovered an easy way to earn some much-needed funds during the summer holidays.  They have a source of supply, customers and an incredible urge to earn as much money as they can.  Piho’s Uncle Bubba has a secret ingredient to make his garden grow.  Seaweed.  But this is not just any old seaweed, it is a special seaweed that is also the vital, secret ingredient for 

Sea-Life Jelly.  

Offered $10 a kilogram to supply the health food shop with their vital ingredient, Randy and Piho set out to make their fortune, blissfully unaware that their seaweed is contaminated with toxic waste.

In this novel the reader can join in another moneymaking venture with two of New Zealand’s most unlikely and unfortunate entrepreneurs.  Their adventures in Horse Apples have not diminished Randy and Piho’s desire to be rich. 

Bored by the prospect of a family holiday at Haulaway Bay, driven mad by his sister’s artistic endeavours, Randy eagerly awaits the arrival of Piho so his real holidays can begin.  

This entertaining and fast-moving novel allows the reader to experience the highs and lows of big business – Randy and Piho style.  It is an opportunity to join the twosome as they are faced with an array of options and decisions.

Themes covered include friendship, family, conservation and decision making.

Introductory Discussion

· The characters in this novel were first introduced in Horse Apples.  Discuss this novel.  How would you describe them?  What would you expect from Crab Apples if you had already met Randy and Piho?

· Discuss family holidays.  Make a list of the pros and cons of family holidays.  Develop a set of criteria to ensure everyone in the family enjoys their holiday together.

Students read chapters 1 – 5 (pp. 5 – 52) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· What is so special about the seaweed that Randy finds?  How do Randy and Beau’s perceptions of these ‘crab apples’ differ?  

· Why is Randy so entranced with the location of Bubba’s home?  Describe Bubba’s life-style.

· What is the supermarket manager’s reaction to Randy and Piho’s offer to supply him with seaweed?  Where do they try next?  Why do Cedar and Cypress consider the seaweed to be a ‘miracle’?

· What excuse does Piho give Cedar and Cypress for selling the Kapai Weed?  Is it true?  Why has he asked Randy not to tell his uncle about what he has said?  Why is he so upset about what he had said?

· What is Beau’s proposal that she puts forward to the County Council?  How have Randy and Piho helped her get it ready?  

· What does Bubba have in his cave?  What happens when he opens the door?  What causes that to happen?

Discussion

· Identify the major characters and the minor characters in these first few chapters.  Which of these characters have been met before in Horse Apples?   Discuss their roles in that novel.  Why do you think the author has reintroduced these characters?  What will you expect from them? 
· How would you describe Randy’s relationship with his sister?  How does Beau manage to get the two boys to help her when they don’t want to?

· There are several plots beginning to form.  Which do you consider the main plot?  Why?  Begin a story map for each of the plots and subplots.   
· Boyd’s telephone conversation sounds suspicious.  What predictions can you make about his involvement from this conversation?  What has happened?  How is he involved?  What does he want the other person to do?
· What do Randy and Piho mean by ‘bush bash’?  Why do they need to do it?  What have they discovered that might be important to the rest of the story?  
· What do you think would happen if the boys just took the seaweed without asking Bubba?  Why does Piho insist they ask his permission before taking the seaweed?  Why does he lie about what they intended to do with the seaweed?  How would Bubba have reacted to knowing the truth?  Why?
Students are to read chapters 5 – 8(pp. 53 – 90) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· Why is Cedar reluctant to give the boys all their money after they take the seaweed to the shop?  What does he ask them to do next time?  How does he pay them?  Why does he choose to pay that way?  How do the boys feel about that?

· What information do the boys want from Tammy’s aunt?   Why do they go to her for the information?  How does her information help them?  

· What does Piho refer to as ‘dork-mobiles?  Why does Randy think they could be useful?  What does he have to do to make them useable?

· Why do Randy and Piho squabble about money outside the bank?  What happens when Randy grabs at the money?  Why does he grab the money?

· Why does Beau want Randy and Piho to help her?  What job does she want them to do?  

· Why does Bubba wait a couple of days before he brings the seaweed up from the beach for his garden?  

· How does Piho’s cousin, Billy, help the two boys?  What is his new job?  Why is he so pleased with this new job?

Discussion

· Randy appears to have a different attitude to making money than Piho.  Why could this be?  What does their attitude indicate about these characters?  What do you think they could learn from each other about moneymaking?

· Discuss the organisation of their business.  What advice would you give them to improve their business?  How would your ideas help?  Which things do you consider they are doing right and which things do you think they need to improve?  Justify your response.

· Discuss Barry Boyd’s reactions to the television reporter’s interview.  Why do you think he reacted that way?  How would you describe the responses of the swimmers in this interview? Where do Tammy and her aunt stand on this issue? What do these diverse reactions indicate about the issue?

· What do you think the boys should have done to maintain a supply of the seaweed?  What problems can you foresee about them using the blue barrels?   Refer to the text to substantiate your reply.

· Who do you consider to be the boss of their operation?  Who makes the decisions?  Analyse the decision making situations and determine whether they were good or bad ones?  Justify your response.

· From the information given so far, who do you think Billy’s boss could be?  What could his moving job be?  

Students to read chapters 8 – 11 (pp.91 – 132) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· Why does Randy find it difficult working with his father?  What job are they doing?  What would Randy rather be doing?

· What is the rally about that Tammy and her aunt are organising?  Why does Tammy want Randy to join them?  How does he feel about the rally?

· Why are the cheques being made out to Billy’s account?  How much does he get to keep? How does he earn this money?

· Why do Randy and Piho have to empty the blue barrels?  How long has Billy given them to empty them?  What is Billy going to do with the barrels?

· Why does Randy’s father stop him from buying the sunglasses?  What does he suspect Randy of doing to get the money?  

· Why do Beau’s parents not want to upset her?  How does Beau react when others interrupt her work? 

Discussion

· Discuss your impressions of Cedar and Cypress?  How would you describe them?  What questions would you ask them about themselves and their business? Have you met other characters like them in other novels?  Identify the characters and the novels.

· Talk about how Randy felt when his father told the shop assistant he was not going to buy the sunglasses?  Why do you think his father acted this way?  If your father had done that, how would you have handled the situation?  Why did Randy leave the shop with his father without a fuss? 

· Randy suspects his seaweed may be polluted.  What should he do?  Why does he persevere with his business?  What does this tell about his character?  What would you do in these circumstances? Why?

· Beau takes her art and her painting very seriously.  What does Randy think of his sister’s talent? How do others perceive her work?  Consider the point of view of her mother, father and Tammy.

· Tammy was very impressed with Randy and his speech.  What were the key messages in his speech that impressed her?  Do you think his message was heartfelt?  How would she have reacted if she had known he had snatched the leaflets off the cars?

Students to read to the end of the novel independently before the next shared session. 

Comprehension

· Why was Beau working on her painting so early in the morning?  Where was Randy going when he saw her?  What did he do to help his sister?
· What changes Randy’s mind about going out on the boat with Tammy?  What does he want to stop happening? 
· Why does Randy jump over the side of the boat?  Where is he going?  What does he intend to do?
· Who is the Toxic Dumper?  How do the boys know?   
· Why were the barrels so tight?  What was Randy’s explanation?
· What has happened to the patch of grass where the boys had tipped out the liquid in the barrel?
· What does Randy do to convince the crowd that he was not a Toxic Dumper?  How does the crowd react to his demonstration?  Do they believe him?
· What changes does the seaweed make to the portrait of Piho that Beau had made?  What is he wearing now?  How does he feel about that?

· Why does Randy change his mind and accept a ride with Piho and Billy?  What is wrong with Beau?  Why is she angry?

Discussion

· Randy made the decision that money was far more important than family. Why do you think he believes that?  Do you agree with him?  Do you think that Piho agrees with him?  Support your reply with reference to the text.
· Randy was very pre-occupied during his trip on the boat.  What was worrying him the most?  What did he intend to do about it?  What do you think of his plans for putting Tammy and her friends off track?  What else could he have done?  What is the advantage of your plan over his?
· Billy argues strongly that the seaweed is fine.  What are the main points of his argument?  How does he convince the other two?  How easy were they to convince?  Do you agree with his argument?  Why?
· Even though they have irrefutable evidence that the barrels contained the hormone, Billy, Piho and Randy are still prepared to deliver the seaweed to the shop.  What argument could you use to convince them that what they are doing is wrong?  What would be your strongest point?  
· Discuss Beau’s artwork and the reaction of the community to it.  Why do you think she changed her mind about how she was going to portray Piho?  What was Piho’s initial reaction to his portrait?  Was his reaction justified?  Why?
· Discuss the events that took place immediately after Randy opened the blue barrel.  Should he have anticipated this happening?  What clues had he ignored that might have prevented it?
· How different would the outcome have been if the seaweed had been fine?  Decide on an alternative ending for the novel based on this scenario.
Response to Text Activities 

· The Experts
A chemist, a hydrographer and a marine biologist are all called upon to help identify the source of the toxic waste.  Investigate these experts. What work do these experts actually do?  What are their areas of expertise?  What qualifications would they have? Prepare a set of questions to ask one of these experts.  Invite someone working in these fields to respond to your questions. 

· The Changing Shed Mural
Design a mural for the changing shed at Haulaway Bay.  Be prepared to discuss your theme and its significance.

· A Glossary
Prepare a glossary for these words from the novel.   Micro-organism, ecology, ecosystem, boffin, paranoid, lard buttie, moolah, confiscated, moronically, immortalise, post-dated cheque, quintessential, bravado.  Add any other words of which you are unsure.

· The Debate
Organise a debate.  Possible moots could be:  

· Local councils have a responsibility to ensure the environment is protected.

· Holidays at the seaside are more fun than holidays elsewhere.

· The Interview

Armed with all the evidence from the novel, prepare a set of interview questions for the TV reporter to ask.  The TV reporter can choose any character to interview. Ensure the questions are open-ended and can be answered by that character.  

· The Rally

Organise a rally to protest a cause.  List the strategies you will use.  Write slogans, leaflets, press statements and announcements.  Choose a logo and bumper sticker that depicts your cause.  Prepare for TV and radio interviews. Convince the rest of the class to support your cause and to take part in your rally.

· Editorial

Investigate the editorials in several newspapers.

Each member of the group is to write, as the editor of your class newspaper, an editorial about the dumping of toxic waste.  Be prepared to take a point of view and maintain it throughout the editorial.  Publish your editorials. 

Investigate the Letters to the Editor in several newspapers. 

Members of the group are to write letters to at least two of the classroom editors either supporting or disputing their editorial stance about toxic waste.  Group members may continue the correspondence debating the issues.

· The Telephone Conversation
Imagine that the holidays are over.  Randy decides to telephone Tammy.  Present the conversation Randy will have with Tammy to the rest of the group.  Decide whether to present one side of the conversation only or both sides.  Select two other characters and have them hold a conversation about events that happened over the summer.

· Enterprise

There are many ways to make money, apart from bagging horse apples and selling them.  Brainstorm ways of making money.  Divide your brainstorm into two categories-practical and impractical.  Be prepared to justify your selection.  Predict which money-making scheme will have the best return, and the reasons why.

· The Brochure
Design a brochure advertising Haulaway Bay.  Include a map for getting there, a map of the town, reasons for visiting and the sightseeing highlights of the area.  Locate a picture that you think best exemplifies Haulaway bay.

· Focus on the author 

Ged Maybury has written many novels.  Discuss his writing.  What type of genre does he usually write?  What can the reader expect from a Ged Maybury novel? 

Prepare a list of his novels. Identify his award winning novels. Write a synopsis and a short review for each of his other novels. Locate Internet review sites that discuss his writing.  Join a chat group about one of his novels.  Submit your reviews to one of the web sites.  Locate information and write a biography of Ged Maybury. 

Contact the author at

http://www.kjsl.com/~gedm/
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