Call of the Cruins

Elizabeth Pulford

Synopsis

Emeline Malone risks her life to save a baby seal.  Now she has the responsibility of ensuring its survival.  Her determination to keep her secret Cruin alive tests her resourcefulness and ingenuity.  

Life in a pioneering community, especially one that earns its living from the dangerous job of seal hunting, is harsh.  When her father and brother go missing in a boating disaster, Emeline and her family face a very dark future. 

Text Type

This novel introduces the reader to the realities of pioneering life in early New Zealand.  Emeline is a child of the 1880s and this story tells of her everyday life and responsibilities, so very different to those faced by children today.   Life in a sealing community was difficult. This novel portrays aspects of family life in those times along with a strong message of conservation.  

Themes covered include living in pioneering times, family relationships, determination, courage, conservation, and caring.

Sharing the Novel

This historical novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

During the sharing sessions ensure that the students have many opportunities to contribute to and think about ideas that may be new to them.  Encourage students to think critically about the author’s points of view and the themes covered in the novel.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1 - Before Reading

Read the synopsis on the back cover and study the cover illustration

· Predict what time the story might be set in.

· Discuss life in New Zealand in the 1880s. Brainstorm information from the group and organise the information into a mind map.  Start with a central idea and link the supporting information to this idea.  Leave room for additional information gleaned from the reading.

· Introduce the sealing industry to the group.  Discuss the issues surrounding sealing then and now.

· Locate resources to support the life and times of this community.  These will help scaffold the information in the novel.

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students to read along in their own books.

· What information can be gathered about the novel? Determine whether this information is fact or opinion.  List the information under the headings of either fact or opinion.

· What is the setting for this novel?  Identify places around New Zealand that supported the sealing industry.  Locate Oamaru (Elizabeth Pulford’s hometown) on the map.

· Compare the clothes worn by Emeline, in the cover illustration and throughout the book, with those worn by you today.  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages offered by the clothing then and now.
· Why were Emeline and Victoria out on the cliffs?  Describe in your own words what Emeline was intending to do?  How did Victoria feel about this?  What were her greatest concerns?

· What were Emeline’s thoughts and feelings as she approached the seal on the rocks? Why does she have such a conflict of interests?  What would you have done in those circumstances?  Why?

· Describe the events from Victoria’s point of view.  Include her fears and feelings.

Students read to the end of chapter 5 independently to find out what Emeline does with the wounded seal pup.

Shared Session  2

· Discuss what has occurred in Chapters 2-5.

· Make a list of all the problems Emeline has to face in order to keep the seal pup alive.  In one column write her solutions to these problems.  In another column write your own solutions to these problems. Compare your solutions with those of Emeline.  Be prepared to defend your solutions.

· Emeline has many jobs and responsibilities around the house.  Make a list of these.  Compare this list to the jobs and responsibilities you have at home.  Discuss the differences, and the reasons why.

· What do you think Mrs Malone would do if Victoria told her about the baby seal?   Justify your response.

· Do you think Mrs Malone believes Emeline’s explanation about the surprise birthday present?  What excuse would you have given?  How would you have convinced her that it was the truth?

Students read to the end of chapter 8, independently to discover whether Emeline can keep her Cruin a secret until it is well enough to fend for itself.

Shared Session  3

· Discuss the events that have occurred from Chapter 6-8.

· How do you account for Great-Grandpapa’s story of the seals singing? List the events leading up to his hearing the singing on both occasions. Do you believe these stories to be true?  Why?

· What were Emeline’s thoughts when she finds out her father may have drowned?  What were the important things she remembered about her father?  How do these memories compare to the thoughts she had been having about him after she had 

· found the wounded seal?  How would you describe her father?  Make a personal profile of him based on the information so far.

· Victoria has said nothing about the seal.  Why is this?  What does this tell you about Victoria?  How would you describe the relationship between the two sisters?

· If Mr Malone has been drowned, what will the family do?  What advice would you give them? Discuss the basic needs for survival?  How could Mrs Malone ensure the survival of her family? 

· What does Toby’s reaction to Emeline wanting to go fishing tell you?  How do you explain her response to this?  How does this interaction differ to what would happen in a similar situation today?  How would you have handled this situation?  

Students read to the end of the novel independently to find out what has happened to Emeline’s father.

Sharing Session  4

· Discuss students’ reactions to the ending of the story.

· Emeline has twice gone swimming alone.  What does this tell you about this character? How would she justify her decision to go swimming?  What would the reaction of her parents be if they knew about this?   What advice would you give her about swimming in the sea? 

· What parallels can be made between the story Emeline’s mother told her about the Cruins and the dragon and what has happened to Emeline?  List the main events and characters in the story and match them to the events and characters in this novel.  

· What changes would you have made to the conclusion of this novel?  What impact would your changes have on other characters and events?  Retell the ending with your changes.

· How do you think Emeline’s life will change now that she must go to school?  How do you think she felt about going to school?  Justify your response with reference to the novel.

· What predictions can you make about Emeline in the future?  Time jump ten years into the future.  Interview her about her life. 

Responses to Text Activities

Written Language

· Write a diary for one of the characters.  Study a variety of diary styles and select one that you think your characters would use.

· Emeline has to find out a lot of information about looking after a baby seal.  Write three key questions about raising and caring for baby animals. Using a variety of resources, find and present your information to the group. 

· Identify the main or important ideas of this novel.  Use a summary sheet to separate the main ideas from the supporting details.  What do you understand from each idea?  Use these understandings to form your own conclusions about the main ideas. E.g. conservation, sealing, family life in pioneering times.

· Write a letter to a conservation organisation outlining your thoughts and opinions about whaling or sealing.  

Oral Language

· Organise a debate.  Possible moots could be:

· Sealing was cruel and unnecessary.

· Using children for household chores should be abolished.

· Thought track Victoria through one of the times when she is forced by Emeline to do something she does not want to do.  What is she thinking and feeling at this time?  Speak her thoughts and feelings aloud for the rest of the group.

· Mrs Malone tells night-time stories to her children.  Discuss story telling. What stories are best told out loud?  Why have previous generations told stories?  What was the main purpose of oral story telling?  Find a myth or legend and practise telling it as a story.  Retell your story to the rest of the group.

· Retell the story within a three minute time limit.  Be sure to include some main ideas.

Visual Language

· Design a set of illustrated instructions outlining the way to successfully milk a goat. 

· Make a labelled diagram of a seal. Refer to the pictures in the novel or other resources to ensure the detail is accurate.

· Draw a seasonal cycle for seals.  What are the main activities they are doing in each season?

· Select one of the events in the novel and write a script for it.  Costume the characters in the clothing of that time and present your play to the rest of the class.

· Make a storyboard of the sinking of the Mary Rose and the survival of Pa and Samuel.   Write a script under each picture.

Reading

Research the history of seal hunting in New Zealand.
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