The Day After Forever

Erin Skiffington

A group of teenagers heads for a holiday at Lake Tarawera.  Each of them has a secret.   Her stepfather is physically abusing Courtney, Eddie’s mother is never around, Toni’s twin brother has recently died and Jeff is dying of leukaemia - very soon.  In fact, he is going to that beautiful place to die and he wants his friends to be with him.  Only Eddie knows the truth about Jeff, and he’s been asked not to tell.  

This novel, written by 14-year-old writer Erin Skiffington, is a compulsive read.  She has captured her characters vividly.  Without pathos, she has allowed friendships and love to grow.  Rivalries and anger are confronted and dealt with in an emotionally charged and realistic manner.  

Prologue

Comprehension

· How old was Scott when he died?

· How did Toni get home after the party?

· What did Toni do when she got home from the party?

Discussion

· What do you think Toni should have done to ensure Scott got home safely? What would you have done in a similar situation?  How would she have been feeling about her brother at the party?  

· What do you think Scott’s parents should have done when they heard he was drunk?  Why did his mother choose to sit up and wait for him?  What would she have been doing and feeling while she waited?

· How do you think Toni is going to deal with her twin’s death?  How will his death impact on her life, her emotions, and her relationships?  What effects will Scott’s death have on the family?

Activities

· Contact the local police station and talk to the police about dealing with teenage drinking and drink driving.  Interview an officer about the role of the police when dealing with drink-drive fatalities.  What assistance is available for families?  Who takes over after the police?  Investigate the work done by the Victim Support Group.

· Organise a debate. The moot could be: 

Teenagers are more responsible now than their parents were when they were of a similar age.  

Society must accept the responsibility and blame that teenagers turn to alcohol for entertainment.

· Invite a spokesperson from Al-Anon, or a similar service, to your school to talk about alcohol and its problems.  Design a poster for your school advising a sensible attitude to alcohol and ways to keep safe.

Chapters 1-2 (pp. 11- 61)

Comprehension

· Why did Toni and Eddie leave the movie early?

· Why does Jeff want to go to Lake Tarawera to die?

· How long does he have to live?

· Why does Toni keep a dream book?

· What is the secret Courtney must keep from the others?

· Why is Courtney’s little gold heart and chain so important to her?

Discussion

· What similarities and differences do you notice about the parents of these teenagers?  How do these attitudes help or hinder their children?  What could the parents do that would help their children?

· Discuss Courney’s mother and her attitude to the abuse of her daughter.  Why does she ignore it?  How bad will she let it become before she seeks help for them?  What do you think would happen if she went to the police for help?

· Discuss the four teenagers. Discuss how they would fit into your social group.  What information about each do you consider the most important?  Why?  How much should they tell each other about themselves?  What information should be kept private?

· Why does Jeff want them at the lake with him?  Should he tell the others that he is dying?  What does this tell you about Jeff?  How would the others’ knowing his secret effect the rest of the story?  Would you prefer to know or not?  Justify your reply.  How does this secret effect Eddie?  

Activities

· Brainstorm information about leukaemia.  Make a mind map.  Identify one area to investigate more closely.  Write key questions to focus your investigation.  Report back to the class as an expert in your own area of research.

· Contact an agency such as Woman’s Refuge to find out what help would be available for Courtney.  Interview a support person or counsellor to find out how you can help if you identify signs of abuse.  Investigate the rights of the victims of abuse.  What avenues are available to the victims of abuse?  

· Investigate the penalties for abuse in New Zealand?  Discuss the penalties.  Who sets these penalties?  When were they set?  How often are they reviewed?

· Begin a diary for one of the characters.  Update it daily as you read the story.  Record the activities and feelings of this character as the story unfolds.  Write any questions that spring to mind to see if they are answered during the reading.

· Using a map of New Zealand, locate Lake Tarawera.  Plot the route they would have taken for the most direct and shortest distance.  Investigate the lake and its history.  Design a travel brochure enticing visitors to the area.

· Develop a personality profile for each of them.  Make up a relationship chart for the group identifying their interactions and thoughts about each other.

Chapters 3 – 4 (pp. 62 – 113)

Comprehension

· Why is Dr Rawhiti going to be down at Lake Tarawera when they go there?

· How long had it been since Courtney had been out of Auckland?

· What story did Eddie read to Katie?

· What is the relationship between the school nurse and Bryce?

· What does it mean when Toni is described as ‘dressed up to the nines’?

Discussion

· How would you begin talking to Courtney about the abuse?  When would be an appropriate time?  Should they discuss it with her?  How do you think she would react if it were discussed?

· What does the bedtime story episode tell you about Eddie?  How do you see the others carrying out the job of bedtime stories?  Select the story that each of them would be most comfortable telling.  Retell a favourite story to the group.

· How does Toni react when Scott is mentioned?  Should people talk about him after his death?  How do people feel when talking of someone who has died?  

· Religion is a great benefit to Courtney as she copes with her life.  Discuss the benefits of having a faith.  How does it help people?  What other stories have you read that has religion as a theme?  Do you see evidence of a religious faith in any of the other characters?  Justify your reply by referring to the text.

· Discuss how the lakeside setting has influenced moods and emotions.  What other location would have worked as well?  Discuss setting and location and the role it plays in story writing.  How would the story be influenced if they had gone for their holiday at the beach, the ski field, or a camping ground?

Activities

· Freeze-frame the scene when Jeff finds Eddie reading the bedtime story to Katie.  Substitute the other characters for either or both the boys and re-enact the scene.  Provide dialogue and thought – tracking to contrast the actual event with the internal thoughts of the character.

· Investigate teen cancer in New Zealand.  Is there a noticeable increase or decrease evident in your research?  What organisations are available for helping families of children with cancer?  What cancer research is being undertaken in New Zealand specifically in teenage cancer?  Who funds the research?  Present your findings to the group.

· Dress the characters for the dinner at the Mason’s.  Justify why you have chosen those particular clothes.  

· Write a letter from Jeff to one of the group, telling about his cancer.  Have him write one piece of advice for the character.

Chapters 5 - 6 (pp. 114- 162)

Comprehension

· How did Toni know there was something the matter with Jeff?

· How did Katie know the envelope was for Courtney?

· What are the indications that show Jeff’s illness is worsening?

· What language did Bryce greet Courtney in as she sang to Jeff?

· Why doesn’t Courtney want to go to the party?

· Why was Katie’s grandmother going to stay over at the bach that night?

Discussion

· Why do you think Jeff refuses to tell Courtney about his illness?  Do you agree with his reasons?  Who should tell Courtney?  

· How is Uncle Pete coping with the situation?  What indications can you find that show he is having a difficult time?  Can you explain why Aunt Alison decided not to come with them?  How would her presence have effected the group?  

· Imagine yourself to be Courtney.  How would you feel knowing you are the last one to be told?  How would you react?  How would your feelings for Jeff be affected?  Reverse the roles of Jeff and Courtney.  Have Jeff consider how he would feel under those circumstances.

· What do you consider to be the main theme of the story so far?  What other themes have been visited?  How realistic do you consider the characters and their reactions to events?

· Reread the poems.  Who do you think they are from?  Why?  How does thinking they are from Bryce effect how Courtney behaves towards him?  Would she accept his behaviour if there were no poems?  Why are they delivered anonymously?  What does this tell you about the poet?

Activities

· Find or write a poem that you feel best captures the essence of this story.  Learn it off by heart.  Backed by some suitable mood music, recite your poem for the class.  Be prepared to explain your choices of poem and music.

· Make a lake community.  Take the role of one of the characters in the story.  Identify yourself and state your relationship to Jeff.  Explain your part in his story and how you feel you made a difference to his last days.  What are your final words to Jeff?  How will you remember him?

· Analyse the poems in the novel.  Using the form of one of the poems, write one yourself about a friend or a place.  Illustrate your poem.  Share your poem with the rest of the group.  Discuss the ideas and language features that  are present in the poem.

· What music do you think would be popular with the group members?  Make a Venn diagram to demonstrate any commonality.

Read to the end of the novel (pp. 163 – 206)

Comprehension

· What had Eddie and Toni bought for Courtney when they went to town?
· What was Courtney’s reaction when Jeff told her about his cancer?
· Who stayed to look after Jeff while the others went to the party?
· What had happened the last time, about ten years before, when Jeff had been in hospital?
· What were the last words Jeff spoke to his friend, Eddie?
· Where was Courtney when she finally found out who wrote her the poems?
· What was Toni’s reaction when she found Courtney and Eddie kissing?
Discussion

· Discuss Courtney’s reaction to the news of Jeff’s cancer.  Analyse her emotions.  Why did she feel this way?  Reread the conversation and Jeff’s part in it.  How well do you consider he handled it?  How do you think you would have told her?  

· How would Tarren have felt when Eddie ran off?  What would she do next?  From the short encounter with this character, what information do you discover about her?  Is she someone you would consider a friend?  Why?

· Discuss Jeff’s dying.  How did his death effect you?  Jeff died surrounded by family and friends.  What effect would his death have on those present?  What would have happened next?  

· Why do you think Jeff wanted Eddie to love Courtney?  What obligation would that put on him?  How binding would this obligation be?  

· How have the three friends changed after Jeff’s death?  What memories do each of them have about Jeff?  Write a brief description of him from each point of view.

· This novel was written by a 14 year-old. How well do you consider she captured the thoughts and feelings of her characters?  What themes has she developed throughout the novel?  How plausible do you consider the storyline?  What events would you change?  How would these changes effect the story?

Activities

· Contact a grief counselling service and find out what is suggested by the experts when telling friends and family tragic news.  Find out what services there are available for grief counselling and the costs. 
· Toni is a strong character throughout this novel.  What opinions have you formed about her?  Using a semantic web, organise all the information you have learnt about her.  Is she someone you would consider as a friend?  Why?  What is it about her that decides this for you? 
· What is likely to happen to Courtney’s stepfather now?  What is the law in New Zealand about rape?  What is the law about incest?  What sentence is he likely to receive?  Do you consider it enough?
· Time shift ten years into the future.  Organise a reunion of the characters.  Have the characters reminisce about their thoughts and feelings during the time spent at Lake Tarawera.  Have each character create a personal history for the past decade. 
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