Deadly Prospect
Fleur Beale

Synopsis

When Lincoln MacKenzie’s father follows his dream and accepts a year long posting to Antarctica, Lincoln is unprepared for the impact his leaving is to have on his life.  Having just discovered a love for motor-cross, Linc uses the distance between them as a buffer and buys his first motorbike, fully aware that his father would not approve.

With his father away, younger brother Glenn falls in with a tough group of friends and becomes a gang prospect.  Between learning to ride and keeping his brother out of trouble and off the streets, Linc has his hands full.

An almost fatal accident sees his father airlifted back to Christchurch and his mother leaves the boys under the supervision of their greatly disliked grandmother as she heads south to take care of her husband.  

Linc has to use all his resources to save his brother and keep his family intact until his parents return home.

Linc tells the story himself as he lives through the emotional highs and lows while coping with situations way outside his usual experience.  He proves to himself and the reader time and again, that he can cope.  At sixteen, he finds himself making decisions and facing situations many adults would avoid.

Themes covered include family relationships, friendships, peer pressure, coping with change, growing up.

Fleur Beale introduces the reader to a true hero.  Someone who puts family before self, someone who is prepared to go the extra distance and take extraordinary risks to save someone he loves.

Introductory Discussion

· Discuss the title of this novel written by Fleur Beale.  What type of genre does she usually write?  List her other novels read by the group.  Read the cover blurb.

· What do you know about gangs?  What do you understand about a gang prospect?  What type of activities are associated with gangs?  What do you think would be the attraction of being a gang prospect?

· Discuss sports enjoyed by the group.  What is known about motor-cross?  Investigate the sport and prepare a report for the group.  Brainstorm the group’s knowledge on a chart.

Teacher reads chapter 1 to the group.

Students read chapters 2 – 5 (pp.5 – 42) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 1-5

· What was the main reason Inc agreed to join Gary at the motocross event?  What excuses did the rest of the family give?  How would you describe his attitude to motor cross initially?

· When Linc returned from his first ride he was on a “buzz of adrenalin”.  What do you understand from that expression?  What would have caused this reaction?  Have you ever experienced this feeling?  Describe the situation when it happened.

· How did Linc’s mother and father react to his buying a bike?  Were they the reactions he expected?  What was his attitude to their reactions?

· Linc’s father had an accident.  What happened to him?  Why did they transfer him to Christchurch?  What chain of events started as a result of this accident?  How did these events impact on Linc?

Discussion

· People have different reactions to motorbikes.  Survey the group to find out their feelings about motorbikes.  Debate the merits of two-wheeled versus four-wheeled transport.  Discuss Linc’s parents’ reasons for not allowing him to get a bike.

· Investigate motor cross motorbikes.  Identify the safety equipment used.  Telephone or e-mail suppliers to find out what the cost would be to fully equip Linc with the necessary gear.  Locate a second hand option for him.  Calculate his best option.

· Glenn describes his brother as custard.  Discuss Linc’s reaction to this description.  How would you describe Linc at this point of the novel?  What changes have you noticed in his character since he became interested in motor cross?  Justify your response.

· Discuss the changes that have become apparent in Glenn since his father went away.  Compare his character before and after the police brought him home.  How does this image compare with his reaction to his father’s accident?

Students read chapters 6-11 (pp.43 - 116) independently before the next 

shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 6-11

· Where had Glenn gone the night his mother rang from Christchurch?  What was he doing?  Why?  

· Why did Glenn want to go and stay with friends?  Who did he want to stay with?  Do you think that would be a good idea?  Justify your response.

· Linc’s Gran has bad feelings about his mother.  What do you think may be the cause of this? Resolution of conflict is difficult.  What options are open to them to resolve these feelings?

· Why did Ms Kerslake recommend Linc go to a counsellor?  Why did he not accept the offer?  How do you think his decision will affect the rest of the novel?  

· What tactics did Linc and friends employ to ensure they caught Glenn after school?  How did he react to being detained?  What was his punishment?  How had he earned it?

· Where and how had the boy been killed on his motorbike?  How did Linc defend his continuing to ride?  What are the main objections his father and grandmother have against his riding?  Are they valid reasons?  Justify your response.

Discussion

· Review the scene when Linc tells Glenn about his father’s accident.  How could this scene been handled differently?  What do you consider was the trigger for Glenn’s reaction?

· Linc and Glenn are not pleased that Gran is coming to stay.  Discuss Linc’s first encounter with Gran.  What would you have expected at that first meeting?  Who do you consider to be mostly responsible for the failure of this meeting?  What advice would you give to them all that would help improve their relationship?

· Consider the impact on the story that Ata is a girl and not a boy. What predictions can you make about their future relationship?  What does Linc’s attitude to her giving him advice tell you about his character?  Was Ata surprised that he listened to her?  Why?

· Begin a glossary of terms related to motor cross and motor bikes.

· Scrutineering

(p.9)

· Riders’ briefing

(p.9)

· Blat


(p.10)

· Holeshot


(p.20)

· Pegs


(p.55)

· Compression

(p.57)

· Rebound


(p.57)

· What advice would you give to Linc about dealing with Glenn?  What avenues would be open to Linc to get professional help?  How difficult would it be to keep Glenn from his mates?  Would having his parents at home influence Glenn’s behaviour at this point?  Justify your response.

· What do you understand from the expression “fell off the back of a truck”?  Does this constitute theft?  Why do you think the gang members gave Glenn the motorbike?  How do you think Glenn sees this present from the gang?

· The relationship between Gran and the boys continues to deteriorate.  Discuss the way they communicate with each other?  What do you think of the way they treat each other?  Who or what is the catalyst for their problems?  How would you suggest they resolve their relationship?

· When Ata begins to discuss her father’s relationship with gangs (page 116),  she leaves much unsaid.  Explain the metaphor “it floated below the surface like a container lost overboard from a ship.”  Design another metaphor that would be as graphic.  Discuss the usage of metaphors and similes in writing.  

· Students read chapters 12-16 (pp. 117-169) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 12-16

· Why did Glenn expect Linc to fight Zed?  What would you have done if you had been Linc in this situation?  Why did Zed provoke the fight?  Would Glenn have fought for Zed or his brother?

· What game did Linc and his friends play on Friday night?  Who was the best player?  How would you describe the relationships between Linc and his friends?  

· What was Gran’s contribution to the phone call from her son?  Why did she not tell about Glenn?  Do you think she should have been more honest?

· Why did Glenn not get home for his father’s phone call?  How did Linc cover for him?  What happened when he did finally get home?

· What happened to Linc when he jumped the step up?  What had Ata advised him to do?  What did he do wrong?  What did he learn from this experience?

· By how much did Ata beat Linc?  What was his handicap time?  How did he feel about being beaten?  How would you describe their competitive relationship?

Discussion

· List the reasons Glenn thinks the gang associates are so great.  What arguments could Linc use to convince Glenn to change his friends?  Do you think he would listen to Linc?  Justify your response.

· Linc suppresses a lot of anger.  He often expresses the intention to hit, punch or hurt others- especially members of his family.  Why does he feel this way?  Is this a believable character trait for Linc?  How does he work out his anger with people and situations?

· Glenn finds it difficult to believe Jordan and Lyle treated him so badly.  How do you think he will get away from their influence?  What advice would Ata’s father give him at this stage?  Do you think Glenn will listen to advice?

· Here are some more words and expressions relevant to motor cross.  Locate them in these chapters and add the words and meanings to the glossary you started earlier.

· Sag

· Shock absorber

· Back axle

· Sector times

· Pre-loading

· Gunning

· Case out

· Compare the teaching styles of Ata and her father, Colin.  How would you describe their teaching techniques?  Why do they suit Linc and Glenn?  Discuss the coaches and teachers you have encountered and prepare a “do” and “don’t” list for them based on how you like to be taught,

Students read chapters 17 to the end of the novel (pp. 170 - 217) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – 17 to end

· What did Linc do to Glenn’s alarm clock?  Why did he choose that particular time?  How did Glenn react to sleeping in?

· How many gang members came to the house?  Who is the leader of the gang?  What was Glenn’s reaction to them coming to the house?  Why does he behave this way?  

· How did Linc prepare himself mentally for the quarry ride?  What thoughts sustained him?  What thoughts did he have to suppress?

· What happened when he tried to jump the gap?  How did he save himself?  What did the gang do when they saw he was safe?  What did Glenn do during this time?

· What did the gang do when the police arrived?  Where was Glenn at this stage?  

· How did the Armed Offenders Squad arrive so quickly?  How did the lady cop describe Gran’s telephone call?  What information would Gran have given to convince the police this was a dangerous situation?

· What was Ata’s reaction to Linc’s ride around the quarry?  What was going to happen to the track now?  Why was she so angry with Linc?  How did Amy explain her anger?

· What caution did the police give Linc about testifying against the gang?  What was his decision about testifying?  What was Ata’s reaction to his decision? Why did she react this way?

Discussion

· Why do you think Linc suggested a bike competition?  Did he expect it to be a life and death race?  What do you think he expected from the gang when they first arrived at the house?  What could he have done about the situation?

· The gang used brute force and fear to get what they wanted.  How did Glenn feel about the changes in his relationship with the gang?  Discuss the differences between the gang’s treatment of Glenn before and after he wanted to get out.  

· Discuss Ata’s reaction to Linc’s accident.  Do you agree with Amy’s explanation of why Ata is so upset?  How would you describe the relationships within the group of friends?

· Would you give testimony against the gang?  Justify your response. What retaliation would you expect from the gang?  How could  you protect yourself against the gang?

· What predictions would you make about the future?  Will the boys continue to ride?  What will happen to the gang?  Will Glenn continue to rebel?  

Responses to Text Activities

· Character Analysis
Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  The facts must by substantiated by evidence from the text.  The opinions must be justified.
· The Glossary
Using the words already identified in the teacher’s notes, plus any others you noted while reading the novel, compile a glossary of terms associated with motorbikes and motor cross.  Provide a definition and an illustration if possible, for each word.

· A telephone conversation.  

Choose two characters from the novel and present  one or both sides of a telephone conversation where one person is telling the other about Linc and Glenn’s encounter with the gang at the quarry.  

· Retell from another point of view.
Choose one of the characters who were at the quarry and retell the events from their point of view.  Consider taking the role of Jordan, Shanks or one of the Armed Offenders Squad.

· Interviews
Investigate the interview styles of some radio and television reporters.  Choose a style that you like and interview the main characters about the events in this story.  Ensure the questions are open-ended and can be answered by that character.

· The Reunion
Organise a reunion for the characters five years in the future.  Have each relate their memories of the events and state how they impacted on their lives.  

· Still Photographs
Determine the main events of the novel and, using one of the group as director, pose for one or more still photographs of those scenes.    The characters could be in costume and a set could be made for each scene.  Publish the photographs with short resume of the scene depicted in the photograph.

· Design a Patch

Each gang has a patch to identify it.  Design a patch for your gang or organisation.  Remember a gang can be formed for good as well as for evil purposes.

· Focus on the Author
Fleur Beale has written many novels.  Discuss her writing.  What type of genre does she usually write?  What can the reader expect from a Fleur Beale novel? Prepare a list of her novels. Identify her award winning novels. Write a synopsis and a short review for one of her other novels. Locate Internet review sites that discuss her writing.  Join a chat group about one of her novels.  Submit your reviews to one of the web sites.  Locate information and write a biography of Fleur Beale.   www.hotshot

· The Expert
Invite a Police Youth Aid worker or a Youth Counsellor to come and visit your group.  Prepare written questions that you would like answered relating to the characters in the novel.  Try to find ways that could have helped Linc and Glenn at important stages during the novel.  What will happen to Glenn now? Design a poster for other students with advice agencies that can be approached when seeking help.

· Motor Cross

Approach one of the motor cross clubs and invite some members to bring their bikes and gear to school.  From the information you have gathered from the novel, question them about the sport and riding techniques.  Validate the technical information Fleur Beale wrote about compression, pre-loading, setting up the bike etc.
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