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Synopsis

When Red Liston’s Year 10 history class is forced to write diaries for an assignment, he feels life has reached an all time low. He decides he has nothing to put into his history diary, Diary A but his personal diary, Diary Z contains the delights, frustrations, highs and lows of a typical fourteen year old as he laments his way through his assignment.  Life for Red becomes very dangerous, when he and Tara become personally involved in their families’ history.  Red discovers a lot about his family, his town and himself.

Each section of the teaching notes has a Quick Quiz on the text, followed by possible discussion points to follow 5 independent reading sessions.

Session 1

Page 1....Page 25

February 10th- March 20th
· What was Red’s birthday wish?

· Whom does he refer to as the ‘Queen”?

· What did Red and Bigmouth do to the wedding cake?

· Where did Dillon find Melanie’s purse?

· What was in the jar that Melanie used instead of carbonate of soda?

· Why is Red reluctant to kill Choccy in a sword fight?

· Discuss the diary entries of Diary Z for 9th and 10th  March.  Reactions to this story.  Discuss other ways in which this conflict could have been resolved.

· List everything you have learned about Red at this time.  Discuss him, his attitudes and feelings.  Would he fit into your circle of friends?  Justify your response.

· What predictions can be made about the story?

Session 2

Page 25…..Page 50

Thursday 20th March......Wednesday 26th March

· Why doesn’t Red like to take Dillon to the sweephole?

· What’s a quad?

· Why does Red refer to Dillon as a ‘pint-sized parrot’?

· What happened to Uncle David?

Make a storyboard for the incident with the Pajero detailed on pages 29-33.  Write a caption for each picture.
Melanie and Red’s father react very differently to situations.

· Discuss what determines an individual’s reactions to situations.  

· Choose a situation and gauge the range of reactions within the group.

In Diary Z, 24th March, Red praises his language and writing style.  

· Reread Diary A for that day and discuss his writing.  

· Swap the styles for the two entries and see how they read now.

When Red searched the Internet he used several key words. 

· List any other words that he could have used to get his information on the ship wrecks.

· List the key words that could be used when searching for information about caves, crayfish, New Zealand, 
Session 3

Page 50……Page 82

Wednesday 26th March.....Monday 7th April

· What is hydatids?

· Why should the ute have had rocks behind the wheels?

· Why does Jordan want Red to forget he saw him on the cliff?

· What makes Red think he has been called a handbag?

· Explain onomatopoeia.

· What has Red done to soundproof his bedroom?

Red experiences great reverence at the view when he goes fishing on Easter Monday.  

· Try and locate a picture or photograph, or sketch a scene, which would inspire such a feeling for you.  

· Write a description of how you are affected.

· What conclusions can be arrived at about Jordan.  What type of person is he?  

Dealing with embarrassment and humiliation can be difficult. 

· Discuss ways Red could deal with the way Mrs Frawley embarrassed him in class.

Session 4

Page 82 – Page 103

Monday 7th April………Wednesday 16th April
· What did Red say to Tara that made her so determined to climb the cliff to the cemetery?

· How does Red get to school after he has missed the bus?

· List the ways that the story of Red’s and Tara’s ancestors are similar to their own stories.

· How does Red’s dad check out his feelings that something is wrong?

Red learns a lot about himself as he watches Jordan’s encounter with death.

· Discuss his reactions.  

· Investigate ways that he could have  saved Jordan.  

Tara and Red quickly establish a relationship.  

· Discuss the two characters and make up a personality profile for both.  

· Why are they both attracted to each other?  Link together with relationship lines.

· List all the reasons given so far as to why Wallace and Mary were not allowed to see each other.  

The diary entries on 11th and 12th April give some interesting insights into Red’s father.  

· Using the information about him from the rest of the book, discuss this character and his relationship with his son.

From your existing knowledge of Romeo and Juliet,

· List the ways this story overlaps the original Shakespeare play.

· Discuss the similarities between Romeo and Juliet with Wallace and Mary and Red and Tara.  

Session 5

Page 103…….page 146

Wednesday, 16th April…………..Saturday, 5th July

· Why does Tara grab Red around the waist?

· What poem does Tara recite when they wake up in the morning?

· What are zit-makers?

· What type of car does Red learn to drive in?

· What causes the Principal, Mr Poulos, to end up in hospital?

· Complete the personality profiles for Jordan, Red’s father, Red and Tara.  

· Discuss what it is you like and dislike about each character.  

· How realistic do you consider each character?  

· What actor would you consider would best suit each character?  

· Justify your reply.

Old Man Wallis plays a key part in the reconciliation between the families.  

· List the ways he goes about this.

There are many sub-plots within the story.  

· How many can you identify?  

· Discuss the conclusions of all the subplots in the story.  

· Would you have used any other conclusions?  

· Justify your reply.

What do you see as happening to the characters from here on?

· Write up a short synopsis for each of the characters describing briefly what will happen to them in the next ten years.

Research – Responses to Text

Investigate other diaries eg The Diary of Adrian Mole, The Diary of Anne Frank, Fat, Four-eyed and Useless.  What is the purpose of diary writing?  What kind of information is included?  What difficulties do you face when you have to write a Diary for another audience e.g. Diary A.  Find a diary writing technique that appeals to you and begin your own diary. 

Investigate your town or city.

Every place has seen people and events before you arrived.  

Your town or city has a rich and colourful past. Present your research as an essay or a speech.  

Why is it there? 

Who settled there?  

Who or what is it named after? 

What notable events have occurred there? 

Trace the history of your own family. 

Name as many members of your family as you can and gather information about them. Investigate where your family is located and find out why they have gone to these places. Use maps of New Zealand and the world to demonstrate how dispersed your family has become.  

Make a newspaper, a chronicle of your town or city. 

Investigate the layout and writing in newspapers.  Decide what style you like and make your own class newspaper. Write historical and present day articles for your newspaper.  Scan pictures and photographs into your newspaper and locate advertisements.  

Write an essay.  

Imagine the last days of Mary and Wallace as they waited to die in the cave.  Write their story.  Explore the range of emotions they would have experienced, hope/despair/fear/love/resignation.  

Unfinished Business.

Mary and Wallace have a story to tell.  Using the information from the book, make up the lives of these two young people.  

· Write a series of letters between the two.

· Write their diaries from their first meeting until they disappear.

· Write a sequel that has them survive and stow away to New Zealand.  Write their first letter home to inform their parents.

· Write a love poem that one could have written to the other.

· Compare life in the 1860s with life in the 1990s. 

· Compare the lives of people living in the city and those living in the country at that time.

· Compare life of a shepherd today and that of a shepherd in 1860.  

· How would a shepherd’s life  in New Zealand differ to that of an Australian shepherd? 

Investigate the clothing that each of the couples would have worn in their day. 

·  Romeo and Juliet, Wallace and Mary,  Tara and Red.  

· Illustrate each couple and their clothing.  


