The Dragonslayer's Apprentice
David Calder

Synopsis

______________________________________________________________

Jackie is a princess but sees no future in an idle life of daily gossiping. She leaves her father's kingdom and becomes a dragonslayer's apprentice. She successfully helps to lure a dragon into a cage, kill a dragon, capture giant birds and banish a witch. She is accepted into the guild as the first ever woman to become a certified dragonslayer. She is surprised to find her parents at the ceremony of her investiture. 

Text

______________________________________________________________

The Dragonslayer’s Apprentice is a delightful fantasy story set in the past but with the inclusion of references to modern day employment contracts.

Sharing the Novel

______________________________________________________________

This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions with two independent reading sessions.

Group discussion is essential for exploring ideas and understandings. Group discussions should be kept lively.

Sharing Session One - Before Reading

______________________________________________________________

Read the title of this novel then study the cover illustration.

•
What is an apprentice?

•
Would you expect the apprentice to be a female? Why / Why not?

•
Why do you think the author chose to include on the cover the words "When the hunter becomes the hunted . . ." ?

•
What do you think will happen in this story?

Read the blurb.

•
Why is the blurb written in inverted commas?

•
What do we learn from the blurb?

•
Do you expect Jackie to give up dragonslaying? Why / Why not?

Read to the end of page 9.

•
Who are the main characters and what do we know about them so far?

•
What do you think of the author's style of writing?

•
Where and when do you think the story takes place?

•
Besides dragons, what else do you think dragonslayers do? Study the cover illustration for clues and make predictions.

Read to the end of chapter six.

Sharing Session Two - During Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
Why had Jackie left home?

•
What does this tell you about the kind of person she is?

•
Compare Jackie's life at home with her life as a dragonslayer's apprentice.

•
What can you say about the relationship between the dragonslayer and Jackie? 

•
What do they respect about each other?

•
Why has Bill joined the dragonslayer's team?

•
What is it that the dragonslayer likes about Bill? Is this a quality you like in other people?

•
What possible problems could there be with disposing of the giant birds?

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session Three - After Reading

______________________________________________________________
•
How did you feel about the way this story ended? Explain your feelings.

•
Explain why Jackie's father had allowed her to become a dragonslayer's apprentice and had not interferred?

•
What does this tell you about his relationship with his daughter?

•
What beliefs do you think Jackie's father has about young people growing up?

•
How do Jackie's father's beliefs compare with those of your own parents?

•
What messages do you think the author has for us in this novel?

Follow Up Activities - Using the Text

______________________________________________________________

Writing / Presenting

Jackie would like her C.V. published and has asked you to write up the section entitled 'Work Experience.' Write it to include details of the four main jobs she successfully completed as described in the novel. Remember to include:

~ description of the job

~ skills demonstrated

~ personal attributes demonstrated

You may wish to present this as a concertina booklet complete with illustrations..

Read a selection of job advertisements in the newspaper then design an advertisement for a dragonslayer's apprentice. Consider the attributes of Ron and Jackie and use these as a guide to those necessary for a good apprentice.

Remember to consider the layout of your advertisement so that it is eye-catching.

Presenting

Present as a readers' theatre or as a play the scene described on pages 53 - 57 or the scene described on pages154 - 157.

