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Synopsis

Prince Timothy is extremely disappointed. His school report is excellent in most respects – except the ones that really matter. He has failed horse-riding, sword fighting and putting on armour. Timothy comes from a long line of brave and famous Dragon-slayers. He wants nothing more than to follow in their footsteps. But in the light of his abysmal performance at school his father, King William, decides that Timothy is only fit to work in the royal library.

When Prince Timothy returns to say goodbye to his friends he sees a notice pinned to the board that captures his attention. The Kingdom of Merrylands wants a Dragon-slayer to kill the dragon Fire-Snorter and save the life of Princess Jennifer, the only daughter of  King Michael and Queen Emily. The successful dragon-slayer will receive half the Kingdom and the hand of Princess Jennifer in marriage.

Prince Timothy decides to take up the challenge. He is determined to prove to his parents that he is as brave and courageous as his ancestors. The only trouble is that Timothy is no dragon-slayer. He must use all of the other skills that he possesses to outwit the dragon. Will Timothy defeat dragon Fire-Snorter in single combat, or will he meet the same grisly fate of those who have come before him?

Text Type

Dragonspell is a fast-paced adventure fantasy story that would appeal to girls and boys in the 8+ age group. In many ways it is like a modern-day fairytale. Prince Timothy is a likeable hero who uses his intelligence to outsmart the evil dragon. Timothy shows courage and perseverance in the face of adversity. The story deals light-heartedly with issues such as living up to expectations, taking risks, keeping promises and good triumphing over evil. Dragonspell shows the reader that there is more than one way to skin a horse!!

Sharing the Text

The novel can be covered in 3 shared sessions and 2 independent reading sessions. It has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1-3 (pp. 3-11), Chapters 4-12 (pp. 12-42) and Chapters 13-22 (pp. 43-79).

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions to clarify their understanding of unfamiliar words. Have them make predictions and look closely at the characters in the story and their qualities and motivations. Encourage them to identify the elements of the story that make it a fantasy or fairytale. Have students use the illustrations in the novel to further their understanding of the story.

Introducing the Text

Have students study the cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· What sort of story do you think this is going to be? How do you know?

· What is the name of the dragon pictured on the front of the book?

· What happens if the dragon pictured is not beaten in single combat?

· What do the words “gloom” and “despair” mean?

· Who goes to try and fight the dragon? What does the word “bumbling” mean?

Teacher reads Chapters 1-3 (pp. 3-11) aloud to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1-3 (pp. 3-11)

· Where is King William from?

· What subjects does Prince Timothy fail? Why is Timothy so upset about his report card? How does Timothy’s father feel about his results?

· What is the name of the Royal Cat?

· What does the King decide Timothy should do now that he has completed his studies?

· What information is contained on the piece of paper pinned to the noticeboard? Why are most of the students at Fairvale reluctant to take up the challenge?

Discussion

· Have you ever been in a position where you have failed to live up to someone’s expectations of you, or have somehow disappointed someone? What was the situation? How did you feel about it?

· Prince Timothy has obviously attended a school very different from the one that you attend. Describe what you think Timothy’s school would have been like and how the unusual subjects would have been taught.

· How do you think the Kingdom of Merrylands found itself in this dreadful predicament?

· Make a prediction about what is going to happen in the story next.

Students read Chapters 4-12 (pp. 12-42) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 4-12 (pp. 12-42)

· When do King William and Queen Katherine discover that Timothy is missing? What has he taken with him? Where do you think he has gone?

· What information is contained in Timothy’s letter to his parents? Why are they so upset when they learn where he has gone? What do Timothy’s parents do to try and convince him to return? How do his parents feel when they learn that Timothy refuses to return?

· Describe the main street of Merrylands. Why is the place so quiet?

· Describe King Michael and Queen Emily.

· How does Princess Jennifer react when he sees Timothy?

· What information is contained in the document? Why do you think the piece of paper is so heavy? Why weren’t the King and Queen able to uphold their end of the bargain? What do you think Timothy’s idea to defeat the dragon might be?

· How many knights have failed to defeat the dragon?

· Describe Timothy’s first encounter with Fire-Snorter.

· Why is Fire-Snorter confused when he sees Mitkin? 

· What happens to Mitkin?

Discussion

· What sort of combat do you think Timothy will challenge Fire-Snorter to? What strengths does Timothy have? What advantages does Fire-Snorter have?

· At times during his journey Timothy is tempted to return home. What stops him from doing this? What motivates him to complete his mission? What attributes and qualities does he display during his quest?

· Describe the lonely forest. How does Timothy feel during the night there. What things provide him with a measure of comfort?

Students read Chapters 13-22 (pp. 43-79) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 13-22 (pp. 43-79)

· Why does Timothy insist that the dragon read his Letter of Challenge? What does Timothy challenge Fire-Snorter to single combat in? 

· Explain how the spelling challenge will work. How will Timothy and Fire-Snorter check the spelling of their words?  What does Fire-Snorter have to give up if he loses? What fate will Timothy meet?

· What is the first word that Timothy chooses for Fire-Snorter to spell?

· How does Fire-Snorter spell his words out?

· How does Fire-Snorter attempt to trick Timothy with his first word? What does Timothy notice about the dragon that makes him suspicious?

· Why does Fire-Snorter make Timothy spell the word “worm”?

· Why does Timothy begin to get dejected with the spelling competition? 

· Why does Princess Jennifer journey through the woods to find Timothy?

· Why is Timothy so surprised to see Jennifer crying?

· What does Jennifer call Timothy? Why does she call him this?

· Who comes up with the fifth word for the dragon to spell?

· What makes Jennifer think that Fire-Snorter may not be able to spell “cat”?

· Why does the dragon think that “cat” might be spelled with a “k”?

· How does Timothy convince the dragon that he misspelled the word?

· How does the dragon deal with his loss?

· What happens to Fire-Snorter?

· Why does Timothy decide that he doesn’t want half the Kingdom?

· Why does Timothy think that it is unfair for Jennifer to have to marry the Dragon-Slayer?

· Why do you think Jennifer wants to marry Timothy?

Discussion

· How do you think the dragon learned to spell so well?

· What magical powers do you think the Document has that enables it to shrink the dragon? Why do you think it was given these powers? Why did the Document cause the dragon to shrink?

· Identify the climax or most exciting part of the story. Why is this part of the story important?

· What attributes does Timothy display when he faces off against the dragon? How do you think his parents will feel when they find out what he has done?

· What changes Princess Jennifer’s opinion of Timothy?

· What lessons do you think Timothy has learned from his adventure?

Activities

Coat Of Arms – design a personal crest or coat of arms for the royal family of Fairvale.

Setting – Draw an illustration of the lonely forest.

Static Image – design a poster advertising the novel Dragonspell. Your poster should be aimed at encouraging people to read the story. It should be suitable for display in your school library.

Character – draw a picture of Prince Timothy on a piece of cartridge paper. Around his picture, write as many adjectives as you can that describe his character.

Storyboard – identify 10 important events that occur in the story. Draw a storyboard that depicts these events in the order that they occur. 

Board game – design a board game based on the events that occur in the story. For every positive event reward the player. For every negative event penalise the player. Illustrate the game with characters and settings from the book. 

Wedding invitation – design a wedding invitation for Prince Timothy and Princess Jennifer.

Book Review – write a book review for Dragonspell. Include a brief plot summary, comment on the settings, explain the characters and touch on the themes and issues raised in the book. Remember to include your own personal opinion of the book.

News Article – imagine that you are a news reporter. Write an article explaining how Timothy was able to triumph over the dragon. Remember to include the 5 W’s and H and include quotes from the characters involved.
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