Driving A Bargain

Fleur Beale

Synopsis

Thomas has been living a charmed life as Hamish’s friend - summer holidays spent at the beach and winter holidays spent skiing.  Having a rich friend really has its rewards.  This summer Hamish has invited Thomas to America - Disneyland, L.A. New York. 

How can his mother say no to all that? 

Convinced that Thomas has become too dependent on Hamish and his lifestyle, his mother insists that Thomas spend his holidays at home.  

Three advertisements posted in the window of the dairy save Thomas from a very boring summer.  One is for a babysitting job, one for the lease of a paddock and the other is for a $50 car.  Combining all three allows Thomas and his friends to enjoy the best summer ever.

Text Type

Thomas tells this story himself moving from a bewildered and frustrated youth to a confident and assured young man who comes to realise how important it is to be in control of his own life.  The transition from a dependent and abused friend takes a lot of courage and determination, and Thomas has both of these.

Easy to read and especially appealing to boy readers, the story line is plausible and amusing.  Once gripped, the reader will enjoy the adventure, thrilling at the twists and turns as the boys tear around the paddock in a bombed out Morris 1000.

Themes covered include friendship, relationships, responsibility, growing up, and self-discovery.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The book flows along in a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The characters are plausible and interesting.  The situations faced by the boys will lead to interesting discussions and wishful thinking.  

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session –1  Before Reading

Predict what the story might be about.  Read the blurb on the back cover and study the cover illustration.

· Discuss summer and winter holidays. Who goes away?  Where to? What are favourite destinations?  How often do people go away on holidays?  What are the advantages of going away rather than holidaying at home? 

· Discuss friendships.  How are they formed?  How are they maintained?  What would be the best recipe for a good friendship?  What happens when a friendship is lopsided?  Should one friend benefit more than another in a friendship?

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students to read along in their own books.

· Describe in your own words the relationship between Thomas and Hamish.  What similarities and differences can you notice between them?  Design a Venn diagram to illustrate your findings.

· Do you agree with Thomas’s mother in not letting him go to America?  Justify your response with reference to the story.

· Analyse Thomas’s emotions and feelings throughout this chapter.  Consider happiness, hostility, anger, frustration, and begging, bragging, childishness…. Develop a graph profile of the range and intensity of his emotion and feelings.

· What do you think Thomas will do now?  What advice would you give him at this stage?

· Imagine yourself as one of the characters. Retell the events of the first chapter from his point of view.  Use the information given in the chapter to background the character and his feelings.

Students read independently to the end of chapter 5 to discover how Thomas organises his holidays.

Shared Session  2

· Discuss the events in Chapters 2 – 5.

· How do you think Thomas felt when Luke and Jimmy rejected him?  Why did they treat him that way?  How do you think they really feel about Thomas?  Were they justified in treating him that way?

· How would you describe Clarence, the Kid?  What reasons could he have for his behaviour?  How would you describe his relationship with the older boys?  How do you see this relationship developing? 

· If you had been in the paddock, how would you have organised things?  Compare your organisation with that of the boys?  What advantages does your organisation offer over theirs?

· How would you describe the adults in this novel?  Identify and discuss each of them. Do you consider them to be realistic characters?  Justify your response.

· What problems can you foresee for the boys?  What solutions could you offer for these problems?

Students read to the end of chapter 7 independently to see how the boys manage their babysitting job.

Shared Session
  3

· Discuss the events in Chapters 6 & 7.

· The boys are developing a range of skills as they enjoy their summer.  What changes do you notice about them?  Who do you think is benefiting the most from their summer holiday fun?  How do you account for that?

· How do the postcards from Hamish affect Thomas?  How were they intended to affect him?  What do the postcards tell you about Hamish?

· Thomas tells much about his relationship with Hamish.  What lessons has he learnt about himself?  How can he convince the others not to give in to the Kid?  What would you advise them to do?  Why?

· What do you think of the boys’ tactics for handling the Kid when he went up into the tree?  Why did their tactics work?  How would the Kid be feeling as he waited up the tree?  At which stage could he have come down and still saved face with the others?  What lessons have the boys learned about child management?

· Thomas really enjoyed his Christmas Day.  How did his day compare to your Christmas experiences?  Discuss Christmas celebrations enjoyed by the group.  What makes for the best Christmas?  What makes for the worst Christmas?  

Students read to the end of the novel independently and find out what happens when Hamish returns from America.

Shared Session
  4

· Discuss the conclusion to the novel and students reactions.

· What reasons did Jimmy and Luke have for joining Thomas on the Sunday School picnic?  What does this tell you about the boys and their relationship?  What would you have chosen to do?

· What precautions do you think Lew will have in place when he takes the children on the picnic next time?  

· What would Hamish have been thinking as he watched the others driving around in the car?  Why did he stay rather than leave them?  How would you describe the boys’ handling of the situation?  How realistic do you consider this encounter to be?

· What do you predict about the friendships when the four boys go to High School?  Which friendships do you think will last the longest?  Why?

· What values has the writer examined throughout this novel?  What do you consider is her point of view about each of these values?  Are they values shared by the group?  Discuss the importance of values to society?

· Why did the author choose a rural setting for this novel?  How has the setting influenced the story?  What influence has the season and weather had on the story?  Consider this novel set in an urban location and in winter.

Responses to Text Activities

Written Language

· Hamish has written postcards to Thomas from America.  Write answering postcards from Thomas.  Consider how he has changed over the summer and ensure this change is reflected in the way he writes to Hamish.
· Write a newspaper report of the accident and the events after it.  Write from a human-interest point of view rather than just an accident report.
· Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  The facts must be substantiated by evidence from the text.  The opinions must be justified.

Oral Language

· Retell the story of that summer as a grandfather telling his grandson.

· Imagine you are a sports commentator on the radio.  Record the commentary that would accompany driving on one of the slalom circuits completed by the boys.

· Present a telephone conversation between Thomas and one of the other boys after a day of racing around the paddock.  Choose to present one side of the conversation or both sides.

Visual Language

· Select the main events in the story.  Design a flow chart to show the events.  Identify the climax, crisis points and decision-making points on the flow chart.

· Use a video camera and present a TV news report about the accident and rescue.  Interview the people involved.

Reading

· Discuss the writing of Fleur Beale.  What type of genre does she usually write?  What can the reader expect from a Fleur Beale novel?  

· Prepare a list of other Fleur Beale novels.  Select one to read.  Write a synopsis and a short review of this novel.  Locate Internet sites that review her work.  Join a chat group to discuss her novels.
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