Eddy and the Demon Bowler

Jane Carroll

Synopsis

Living in the country can have advantages and disadvantages.  One of the major disadvantages for the Ballonwillo kids is that there just aren’t enough kids to field another cricket team-the team doesn’t have anyone to play against.

Constable Fealy, community policeman and coach, manages to organise a match against the Dimbat Joeys  and Eddy’s nightmare begins. 

Everyone is afraid of something.  Eddy is afraid of being hit in the face with a cricket ball.  This fear has major effects on his batting, bowling and especially, on his fielding.

As the day of the match approaches Eddy resorts to some desperate measures to try and get out of playing.

Text Type

The underlying theme of facing up to your fears is tackled in a light-hearted and amusing manner.  It is easy to feel sorry for Eddy while all the time wondering why on earth he could be so afraid of a cricket ball.  However, no one can ever understand the fears, rational or irrational, of others.

Jane Carroll has introduced a set of characters that are very real and believable. Eddy has a group of really good friends, none of whom know of his fear, all of whom encourage and support him in his quest to improve his cricket.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. 

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared session 1 – before reading the novel

Read the synopsis on the back cover and study the illustrations.

· Discuss cricket and pool the knowledge of the group.

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students are read along in their own books.

Comprehension – Chapter 1

· Where has the cricket team gone for their overnight camp?  What month of the year could this be?  Support your answer.

· What type of stories do the team tell each other?  Had you heard these ones before?  What other ghost stories do you know?  Share your favourite story.

· What country is Neng Marsden’s mother from?  What trick did Neng play on his mother?  What was her reaction?  What is the usual reaction to his trick on other people?

· What does Eddy tell the group he is afraid of most?  What is the reaction to his news?  How would Eddy be feeling knowing he has not told the truth?

Discussion

· Discuss the team. Identify the members of the cricket team so far.  Identify them by name, nickname, phobia, and any other information given in this first chapter.

· What information have you gathered about the community so far?  What are your initial impressions of the children and their lives?  
· What is the setting for this novel? What is the season, the time of year?  Give a verbal description of the landscape.  Discuss the importance of visualisation when reading a novel.
· Jane Carroll is an Australian writer.  In what ways could this novel about cricket differ to one written by a New Zealand writer?  Locate other books written by Jane Carroll.  Is sport writing her usual genre?

· Eddy can identify stars in the night sky. Locate information about the Southern night sky and identify these constellations.  What other constellations can you locate? 

Activities

· Phobias are many and varied.  Find out information about phobias.  Name the phobia and what the person is afraid of.  Present your information as a chart for the rest of the class to share.  Include illustrations.

Students read independently to the end of chapter 7 to find out what the cricket team does in the summer break.

Shared session 2 

Comprehension – Chapters 2-7

· Why doesn’t Eddy’s father play cricket?  What does he do to help out during the cricket games?  
· How does Eddy cope with his fear of cricket balls during a game?  Why doesn’t he wear his glasses?  What do you think the rest of the team think about his cricket ability?  Should he tell them is fear?  Justify your response.
· Constable Fealy has many responsibilities in the community.  Identify the ways he is involved.  What does he do with the team on a Thursday night? 

· Eddy jumped from the bridge into the river.  Why was Constable Fealy angry with him?  What could have happened?  What should Eddy have done before he jumped? 

· Where is the family going for their holiday?  When do they leave?  How long will it take to get there?  Why is Eddy so excited about going, apart from the cricket game?

·  What type of tree did Eddy climb?  What could he see from the top?  Why did he feel better up there?  What does William dig up from under the tree?

Discussion

· Do you think Eddy’s reaction to the Demon Bowler is justified?  What advice would you give him at this stage? 
· In what ways are the lives of these country kids different to yours?  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of city and country life.  What activities are common to both groups?
· How did the team react to Eddy’s news about going on holiday?  What were they feeling?  What arguments could they use to convince him to play?
· What do you think will happen next?  What could be some of the possible outcomes at this stage?  What would you advise Eddy to do now?
Students read independently to the end of chapter 9 discover what happens when Eddy has to face the Demon Bowler.

Shared Session 3

Comprehension

· Why does Eddy decide to run away?  Where does he intend to go?  What does he take with him?  What obstacles does he face in running away?

· How did the Dimbat team arrive at Ballonwillo?  What is their team uniform?  What was the Ballonwillo uniform?

· Why is Eddy the only one surprised that the Demon Bowler is a girl?  Why did the others know already?

· Why did the umpires take four runs off the Ballonwillo score?  How many runs did they allow of that ball?

· How do the parents show their support for the team?  How do the team react to their parent’s support?  

· What happens when Eddy faces the Demon Bowler?  How does he know he is safe?  Describe in your own words how he would have felt at that stage.

Discussion

· How does Eddy feel when William comes after him?  How does his arrival effect his decision to run away?     How does Eddy feel when Constable Fealy arrives? How does his arrival effect his decision to run away?

· Why do you think Constable Fealy tells Eddy about his fear of public speaking?  What advice is hidden in this information?  What is the moral of his little talk?  Do you think Eddy understood the message?  Justify your response.

· Compare Eddy’s reaction to the upcoming game with that of the rest of the team.  Do they have any common feelings for the game?  How could the team convince Eddy that the game could be fun?

· Discuss the game of cricket.  Brainstorm the group’s knowledge of the game.  Develop a fact sheet of common knowledge that would give a newcomer enough information to enjoy watching or playing a game of cricket.

· Discuss the involvement of parents at sports events.  How do you think they should behave?  What does the group consider to be the parents’ obligations to their child’s sport? 

Students read independently to the end of the novel to discover whether Eddy can overcome his fear of the cricket ball and to find out who wins the match.

Shared Session 4

Comprehension – Chapters 10 -11

· How many runs did Eddy get?  What was the final score for Ballonwillo?  How did the game finally end?  Describe the last ball.

· How did Eddy feel when he went up to bowl?  What is the general opinion of his bowling?  Justify your response from the text.

· Why did Eddy finally put his glasses on?  What difference did it make to his play?  What was his winning tactic?

· What had the parents supplied for the picnic lunch?  Why did William get a coloured tongue?  

· What trick did Neng play on the Demon Bowler?  How did she retaliate?  

· How would you describe the conclusion to this cricket match?  Do you think they will have a re-match?  What differences would you expect to see during the re-match?

Discussion

· Under twelves are allowed to bowl underarm.  What does that mean?  How can this help the bowler?  What is the difference between an overarm and an underarm bowl?  
· Describe in your own words how Eddy would have been feeling after he decided to bowl underarm?  Why did he feel so confident?  
· What lesson has Eddy learned from this episode of his life?  Can you identify a theme of this novel in the lesson he learnt?
· Where do you think the idea for this novel might have come from?  Could the events have really happened? How realistic do you consider this novel to be? Justify your response.
Responses to Text Activities

Oral

· Explain the game to those in the group who do not know how to play.  Use a video of a match to illustrate the finer points of cricket.

Written

· Imagine that the Dimbat Joeys and the Ballonwillo Under Twelves become penpals.  Write a series of imaginary letters between two of the children. E.g. Eddy and the girl who is the Demon Bowler.  Neng and another member of the team.

· Organise a game of beach cricket in the schoolyard.  Brainstorm how beach cricket should be played.  Write a set of rules.  Select an umpire and play. 

· Write the newspaper report for the local newspaper.  Investigate the layout for a newspaper report.  Interview the players and present your article for the newspaper. 

· What does ‘perish’  (p 54) mean?  Who were Burke and Wills?  Locate information about these two men. 

· Make a glossary of terms for the game of cricket for a Year 3 class.  Illustrate the words and publish your work for the school library.

· Thought tracking is when the character gives voice to his inner thoughts and feelings that are otherwise not revealed. Choose a character and thought track him/her through an incident. Thought track Eddy through his first encounter with the Demon Bowler. 

· Thought track Constable Fealy when he watches Eddy fielding, batting or bowling.  Thought track the Demon Bowler as she prepare to bowl to Eddy.

Visual

· Place the story on a timeline.  Identify the main events and timelines them over the summer.

Activities

· The town of Ballonwillo is run down compared to how it used to be.  Choose a town character each and form the community of Ballonwillo.  Identify yourself and state why you stay there, what you do and how you contribute to the community.  Introduce a problem for the community to deal with such as a flood or an earthquake and, in character, cope with the problem.  Present your drama for the rest of the class.

· Keeping cool.  Survey the class to find out the ways people keep cool.  Design a poster encouraging people to keep cool in summer.

· Set up a target similar to Eddy’s garbage bin.  Organise teams to compete.  Design a set of rules for the game and a scoring system.  Hold a class competition.

· On page 39, Eddy wishes on a star.  Design a wish of your own based on the poem.  Illustrate your work and present it to the rest of the class.
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