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Evil Fred
By Kylie Begg

Illustrated by Jacob Leaf


Synopsis

The Rancids are an awful family who take great pleasure in doing nasty and revolting things to innocent people. Mr. Rancid enjoys planting slugs, worms and caterpillars on vegetables at the supermarket and then creating a scene by demanding his groceries for free. Mrs. Rancid stalks women with prams and then pinches their babies because she enjoys hearing them scream. Vera and Affley Rancid, the children, are even worse than their parents. They take great pleasure in upsetting everyone and generally creating havoc at their school.

One day the Rancids find a tiny sleeping puppy on their doorstep. At first they want to kill the puppy but then Mr. Rancid has a better idea – to train the puppy to become a vicious dog that will attack people. They call the puppy Evil Fred. The Rancids try and train Evil Fred to become vicious by feeding him meat (to give him a taste for blood), giving him disobedience lessons and showing him violent movies. However, much to their immense disappointment Evil Fred remains happy and delightful. In fact, instead of scaring and upsetting people he endears himself to them by performing a series of good deeds – including giving a young boy called Ryan the “lick of life” and waking him from a coma, and rescuing a baby from a burning house. 

Although the Rancids are frustrated and angry that Evil Fred just won’t be evil, his good deeds make him famous. A very rich man named Magnus Loaded offers the Rancids a lot of money for Evil Fred to become the face of Hero dog food, and the family jumps at the chance. They use the money to start up the “School of Revolting Habits and General Rottenness”, where they continue to terrorise people. The Rancids learn nothing from their experience with Evil Fred – none of his good qualities or niceness rub off on them. It doesn’t matter though because Evil Fred gets to live with Ryan after his contract is up and he lives happily ever after.

Text Type_________________________________________________

Evil Fred is an extremely enjoyable text for 7-9 year-olds, but it would also appeal to young adults. The story is humorous and realistic in that the plot does not follow the usual predictable formula. The Rancid family is suitably revolting and their nasty antics and gross behaviour certainly have them living up to their name. Evil Fred is an extremely likeable “hero” because he is oblivious to the Rancids’ attempts to make him horrible. The Rancids do not change their ways and remain just as revolting as ever. However, they do get their hands on 2 million dollars and are happy running the school. Evil Fred is happy too, now that he gets to live with Ryan – so maybe everyone does live happily ever after. Evil Fred is a story that proves that good can triumph over evil.

The illustrations that accompany the text are colourful, original and extremely humorous. They help tell the story and reinforce the messages in the text. The illustrations also ensure that readers remain engaged with the text.

Sharing the Text___________________________________________

The text can be covered over 3-shared sessions and 2 independent reading sessions. The text has been divided up as follows: pp.3-11, pp.12-29, pp. 30-48.

During the shared sessions encourage students to ask questions and make predictions. Encourage them to use dictionaries to look up any words that they are unfamiliar with. Discuss the main themes and ideas in the story and allow them to clarify their thoughts and feelings about the characters and events in the story. The activities that follow these notes are designed to help students gain a greater understanding of what they have read. They suit a range of ability groups and learning styles.

Introducing the text_________________________________________

· Study the front cover and read the blurb on the back of the book. What kind of text is this? How do you know? What do you expect to find in this kind of text?
· Who is the family pictured in the portrait on the front cover of the book?
· What do we know about the family?
· What do the family have planned for the puppy that they find on their doorstep?
· What do they name the little dog?
· What does the word “evil” mean? What sorts of things could a dog do to make it evil?
· Study the picture of Evil Fred on the cover of the book. Come up with some suggestions for why his reflection doesn’t match what he really looks like.
· Use a dictionary to find out what the word “rancid” means. Why is Rancid an appropriate name for the family?

Reading the text

Teacher reads pages 3-11 aloud. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension____________________________________________

· What nasty things do the Rancids throw at passers-by?

· What is Mr Rancid’s favourite trick?

· What does Mrs. Rancid like to do to babies?

· What are the names of the Rancid children? What sorts of tricks do they play at school?

· Why is the Rancid family upset that the weather is sunny?

· What do the Rancids find on their doorstep?

· Use a dictionary to find the definition for the word “atrocious”.

Discussion________________________________________________

· What do you think has happened to make Mr and Mrs Rancid become so horrible? Do you believe that they are responsible for making their children horrible? Why/why not? 

· Are Mr and Mrs Rancid good parents? Would you like to live like them? Explain your answer.

· Who do you think rang the doorbell and left the puppy on the doorstep? Do you think that the person knew who lived in the house? Why/why not?

· What do you think the family will do with the puppy?

· Examine the illustrations of the Rancid family. How do the pictures help convey the idea that they are revolting?

Students read pp. 12-29 independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension pp.12-29____________________________________

· What do the Rancid family decide to do with the puppy? What sorts of things would they like the puppy to do?

· What do they call the puppy? Why do they choose this name?

· How does the Rancid family attempt to train Evil Fred to be evil?

· How does Evil Fred disappoint the Rancid family?

· Where do Mr and Mrs Rancid take Evil Fred for his first evil outing? What is their evil plan? What does Evil Fred do instead?

· What does Evil Fred do when Vera and Affley put him on Mrs Crimpoline’s steps?

· Use a dictionary to find out what the word “thwart” means. How has Evil Fred “thwarted” the Rancid family’s plans for him?

· Why does Evil Fred attack the man in the alley? Why are the Rancids disappointed?

· How many chances does Evil Fred have left to prove himself?

Discussion________________________________________________

· What is Evil Fred like? What sorts of things does he like doing? Why don’t the Rancid family like the things that he does?

· Can you think of another kind of animal that might make a more appropriate pet for the Rancid family? Explain your choice.

· Do you think that the Rancid family are going to be successful at making Evil Fred evil? Why/why not? 

· What do you think the Rancid family will do to Evil Fred if he continues to disappoint them?

· Evil Fred’s name doesn’t seem to suit him. What do you think that he should be called instead?

· Predict what is going to happen next in the story.

Students read pp. 30-48 independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension pp. 30-48___________________________________

· What is the Rancid family hoping that Evil Fred will do to the sheep? What does Evil Fred actually do?

· How does Evil Fred know that the house is on fire? What does he rescue from the fire?

· When the news of Evil Fred’s heroic rescue comes out in the media what else becomes known?

· What award is Evil Fred given? How do the Rancid family react to all of the attention that Evil Fred is getting? Are they proud of him? Why/why not?

· Who is Magnus Loaded? Why is his name appropriate? What does he want Evil Fred to do? How much money does he offer the Rancid family? 

· Why don’t the Rancid family want Evil Fred back? 

· What does Evil Fred spend the year doing? Where does he get to live when his contract expires?

· What do the Rancids use the money for?

· What sorts of horrible tricks do the Rancids’ play on people at their school? What courses are available for students to take?

Discussion________________________________________________

· Why doesn’t the Rancid family learn anything from their experience with Evil Fred? What makes the family happy? Did they deserve the 2 million dollars? Is the ending of the story fair? Why/why not? What would you have rather have had happen to the Rancids?

· Is Evil Fred a good ambassador for Hero dog food? Why/why not? What sorts of acts make an animal or person heroic?

· At what point do the Rancids decide that Evil Fred is a lost cause? 

· What sorts of things does Evil Fred like about living at Ryan’s? How is living with Ryan different to living with the Rancids?

· What do you think the main message of this story is? Explain your answer.

Activities_________________________________________________

Writing – Imagine that the Rancid family did learn something from Evil Fred and wanted to become nicer people. Rewrite the ending of the book and explain how they changed.

Or Rewrite the ending of the book so that the Rancid family get paid back for all of the nasty things that they have done to other people.

Character – Imagine that Evil Fred can speak. Write 2 paragraphs explaining what he would say about the Rancid family.

Interior Decorator – You are an interior decorator. Draw an illustration of how you would decorate Affley Rancid’s bedroom and explain why you have decorated it like this.

News Article – Write a news article that details Evil Fred’s heroism. Remember to include the “who, what, why, where, when and how”.

Poster – Design a poster featuring Evil Fred for Hero dog food.

Brochure – Design a promotional brochure for the Rancids’ “School of Revolting habits and General Rottoness”. Advertise the courses available and the facilities offered at the school.

Writing – Write to the author and explain your reaction to the book.

Poem – Write a poem about the book.

Writing – Write 2 paragraphs that defend the following statement: “This book should be read by anyone who hates reading”.  

Play – Write and perform a play based on the story.

Character – Prepare a list of 10 things that you would expect to see in Mr Rancid’s backpack. Explain your choices.
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