Fat, Four-Eyed and Useless

David Hill


Synopsis______________________________________________________

Ben Hambleton is a boy who is picked on at school because of his weight and

glasses. He is useless at sport and has very few friends. When he joins the school

writers group he learns to keep a writer's journal and as his writing skills grow, so

Does his self esteem and relationships with others.

Text Type____________________________________________________

This book is written as a personal diary of Ben's experiences and contains many

honest and humorous entries. It has a 'Week' for chapters format which is

appealing, covering the 12 weeks he is part of the writers group. This book will

appeal to 9-13 year olds. It is excellent for looking at relationships and self 

esteem issues.

Sharing the Novel_______________________________________________

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions, before, during and after

reading the novel.

Group discussion is essential for interaction, forming opinions and interpreting the

ideas in the text.

Sharing Session 1 -Before Reading_________________________________

Introducing the Novel -Exploring the Cover

1 
What do you think this book is going to be about?

2 
What does the title and its lettering style make you think about?

3 
Discuss the cover illustration and predict what the characters will be like.

4 
Read the cover blurb. How do the blurb and the cover illustration work

together?

Shared reading of chapter 1.

Teacher reads aloud "Week One -Tuesday" while the students follow in their own 

copies.

1 How has the author set the scene for this story?

Students read the rest of week one sliently.

1 
What do we know about Ben so far? (teacher records)

2 
What are his relationships like with other people?

2 How does he feel about the writer's group? How do you know?

Introduce the weekly diary sheet. Encourage the students to record at the end of 

each ‘Week’ (chapter) some thoughts about the story so far.

Tell them the thoughts will help them share their ideas in group discussions. 

They may be page numbers, things they like or dislike.

1 What do you think will happen in week 2?

Read and record some thoughts. Share ideas and sections of the text.

Read weeks 3- 7 silently before session 2.

Sharing Session 2 -Group Discussion________________________________

Share some of the ideas from the week sheets.

1 
Tell me how Ben is feeling about himself and his writing? How do you know?

(teacher records)

2 
How are his relationships developing?

3 
What did you find out about writers camp?

4 
How are you feeling about the book so far?

5 
Does the week sheet help your reading? How?

Read weeks 8-12 before session 3.

Sharing Session 3 -Group Discussion_______________________________

Share some of the thoughts from their week sheets.

1 
How would you describe Ben at the end of this book? (teacher records)

2 
Comparing our thoughts about Ben from sessions 1 and 2, in what ways has

he changed?

3 
What is your opinion of David Hill's style of writing?

4 
What do you think the author's message is?

5 
How do you think you will use the ideas in this book?

Follow Up Acitivities -Using the Text_______________________________

Presenting

· Design a new book jacket for this book, after reading.  Make a title that 

reflects Ben's personality at the end of the story.  Illustrate and write a cover 

blurb.

Presenting/ Writing

· Choose one of the following characters: Ben’s dad, Mel, Emma, Athol and 

Kim. Make a timeline showing Ben's relationship with this character from 

week one to week twelve.

Writing

· Write the diary from the point of view of one of the other members of the

writers group.
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