The Five Sisters 

Margaret Mahy

Synopsis

______________________________________________________________

When her grandmother made five paper dolls to entertain Sally on a summer’s day, neither of them could have guessed the adventures those five sisters would have. Hand in hand they are blown by the wind into and out of the lives of their saviors, bringing good fortune to those who find them. Lead by the first sister, Alpha, the sisters are taken by the breeze on a voyage of discovery.  The five sisters are each so different but none could survive without the others – the five make up the whole. An artist, a songwriter, a chemistry student and two little girls paint the sisters and change their own lives.

Text Type

Written in the third person this is the recount of the adventures of five paper dolls.  Beautiful descriptions, combined with magic spells and ballads, are propelled along with the breeze and take the reader on a journey of pure fantasy.  The twist in the tail provides a sense of closure and satisfaction about the characters.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feeling and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions.  

Rereading and quotations should be encouraged to back up explanations and substantiate ideas. 

Sharing Session 1 – Before Reading

Introducing the novel.  Study the cover illustration

· Discuss the significance of the title and the picture. 

· What do we know about cut out paper dolls?  Do we know how to make them?  If not, where would we go to find out hope to make them?  Besides dolls, what other shapes could be made into a chain like the sisters?
Looking at the author 

· Look at the list of books written by Margaret Mahy.  How many have we read?  Which book would be considered the favourite?  Why is that the favourite?

· When was this book first published?   Who has published this book?  Why two publishers?  Why did Hamish Hamilton not publish it the second time?  Can you find out?  How?   

· What would be the Author Code for this book if we wanted to locate it in the library?

Teacher to read Chapter 1 and 2 aloud while the students follow in their own texts.

· Why do you think Chapter 1 is titled Mysterious Voices?  

· How did Sally feel when she found she couldn’t complete the dolls?  Why wouldn’t she make some more?  What would you have done?

Read to the end of chapter 6

Sharing Session 2 – During Reading

· Alpha is delighted that the world is dangerous and “..not too safe to be interesting.”  What does she mean by this?  What does this tell you about her?  Does your world match that description?  Do you do dangerous and interesting things?  What type of things?

· Choose a partner and blindfold one of you.  Lead the blindfolded person around, slowly at first and then faster (remember to keep your partner safe). Swap. How does it feel to be following someone and not know where you are going?  Write down some adjectives that describe your feelings.  Make a group of five and blindfold four of you.  How does it feel to be in the middle? At the end?  How does it feel to be the only one who can see and lead?  What could the leader do to make the rest feel more secure?

· Fill in the chart for the sisters from the blackline master.  Add to it as you find out more about each sister.

· Look at the picture of the pig on page 24. Do you agree with Cathabelle  that he looks wicked and angry?  Why is that?  How could you change him to make him look happy and good?

Read to the end of Chapter 10

Sharing Session 3 – During Reading

· Alpha and Cathabelle and Elodie each see the island differently.  List the different ways they see it.  Why do they see it differently?

· How would you describe Marion?  Do you know people like her?  Do you think Simon will phone her?  Why?

· Add Elodie to the chart of the five sisters. 

Read to the end of the novel
Sharing Session 4 – After Reading
· “Covalent bonding…” Is there such a thing?  Explain what you understand about covalent bonding.  List the keywords that you could use to find information in an encyclopaedia or on the Internet about covalent bonding.

· Write a description of covalent bonding as if you were explaining it to a five year old.

· If you were to be locked away with one of the sisters, which one would you choose?  Why?  With two of them, which two?  Explain why.

· How do you pronounce Icasia and Zamira?  Compare your pronunciation with the others in the group and explain why you chose that way to read it. 

· Why did Olivia put the sisters into the boat?  What do you think will happen to them now?  How would you finish their story?  Why choose that ending?  Is it a happy or sad ending you have chosen?  Why?

· Add Icasia and Zamira to the chart
· Follow up Activities – Using the text

Oral Language

· Look at the rhythm and rhyme of the spells in chapter 6.  Make up a third spell of your own.   Illustrate your spell.  Present your spell to the class and show your illustration.  Do this individually or combine the group’s spells and present them as readers’ theatre.

Visual Language
· “Changing! Changing” sang the paper.  Read the descriptions of the life of the paper on pages 41 and 44.  Draw a diagram of its life cycle and identify each change that happens to the paper.

Written Language
· Write out the instructions, complete with diagrams of the steps taken to make a doll chain.  

· Add a sixth doll of your own.  Write out all its characteristics and describe its personality. Draw an illustration of your doll.

Blackline Master for Sisters
Name
    eyes
  mouth      hair colour     clothes
personality
characteristics
 

Alpha


Cathabelle

Elodie


Icasia

Zamira

Your own


Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 1999

