The Gap 

Marie Gibson 

Synopsis______________________________________________________                        

Matthew Cameron and his three year old sister Rosie get left behind while on a train trip through        historic gold-mining territory. Their adventure, in a New Zealand setting, unfolds when Rosie              squeezes through a rocky gap in the hillside and encounters a woman who lives the life of a                hermit in a cave. 

After a series of events the children experience an exciting rescue. 

Text Type______________________________________________________

The Gap is an adventure story blended with Matthew's interest in history. It is part of the 'Extreme'        series.  Annabelle, his elder sister's relationship with the rest of the family is also a focus of the                text. Matthew's development as a character is also a focus. 

Sharing the Novel_______________________________________________

This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions, with two independent reading sessions.          Group discussion is essential for close reading of the text.  While close reading students should                 be encouraged to relate to the experiences that Matthew has and the way the setting impacts                      on these experiences. 

Suggestions for questions are numbered. Follow up activities for extending understanding of                    the text are suggested. 

Sharing Session 1 - Before Reading________________________________

Introducing the Novel -Exploring the Cover 

1 
What do you think this book is going to be about? 

2
What does the gold lettering and the cover illustration make you think of? 

3 
Tell me what the word 'Extreme' makes you think of? 

4 Read the cover blurb. What do you think happens to Matt, Joe and Rosie? 

Shared reading of chapter 1.

Teacher reads aloud while students follow along in their own texts. This enables the students to            become familiar with the setting, introduction to the characters and the opening events without             having to decode text. 

1 
Where is the story taking place? Why? 

2 
What have you learned about Matthew so far? List some words that describe Matthew                  and record on the beginning column of the BME character chart. 

3 
What problems are there in Matthew's family? Have you ever had problems like that? 

4
What do you think will happen next? 

Students make predictions about chapter 2 then read silently. 

1 
How did you feel as you read this chapter? 

2 What do you think Matthew will do now? What would you do in his situation? 

3  How do you think the setting will effect the way the story develops? 

Students read chapters 3-7 inclusive before session 2. Encourage the use of a 

thoughts bookmark at the end of each chapter. 

The bookmarks will help students return to the text in session 2. 

Sharing Session 2 -During Reading________________________________ 

In the group share some of the thoughts made on the bookmarks. 

1 
How do you think Matthew was feeling as he looked for Rosie? 

2 
Read some of the text that describes the places he searched for her? 



3 
How did Matthew feel when he met Joe and the old woman? 

4 What words does Marie Gibson use to describe the old woman and her cave? 

5  Why did Matthew want to take photographs of the cave? 

6  How do you think Matthew plans to be rescued? 

7 
Record some words to describe Matthew on the middle column of the BME 

character chart. 

8 
What happened at the end of chapter 7? How would you feel if this happened to you? 

Students read silently from chapter 8-11 before the next session. 

Sharing Session 3 -After Reading__________________________________ 

1 
What events occurred before Matthew, Rosie and Joe were rescued? 

2 
Record some words to describe Matthew on the end column of the BME character                        chart. How did he change as a character? 

3
How well developed was Matthew as a character? 

4
 What happened between Annabelle and Matthew? 

5 How did you feel about the ending of this story? 

6  Is this story believable? Why or why not? 

Follow Up Activities -Using the Text________________________________ 

Processing Information 

*Find out more about gold prospecting in New Zealand. Present your ideas on an information               poster. 

Writing/ Presenting 


*Pretend you are Matthew. Write an article for the school magazine to recount the experience. 


*Use info-graphics to combine visual and verbal information such as: 

-a map showing the location, the railway tracks, route, the cave and rescue site. 

-timeline of events to accompany the map. 

*Write a letter from Annabelle to Matthew explaining and apologising for your behaviour. 

Reading 

*Reread the closing sentence of each chapter, then the opening sentence of the next chapter. 

*How does Marie Gibson connect her writing together? Make a chapter title for each chapter                             based on the theme of that chapter. 

Further Reading                                                                                                                                                          *Trapped by Judy Knox, Scholastic

BME Character Chart 

Record the name of the character. 


Write some words to describe the character at the beginning of the novel, at the middle and the end. 


Discuss how the character changed during the novel. 

Beginning 

    Middle 

       End 

