Give It Hoops
David Hill

Synopsis

______________________________________________________________

Mt Andrews is a small country school where the basketball court is rough and bumpy and there are barely enough senior pupils to make a team. The boys and girls of the school, including Sushila who has an artificial leg, pull together and work as a team under the training of an unlikely coach, Oscar, who is doing community service.  Mt Andrews play well enough to beat Banks Street (who use cheating tactics) and make it into the Top Four of the competition. In doing so, they win some money that will up-grade their basketball court.

Text

______________________________________________________________

Give It Hoops is a novel in the 'Sport Max' series aimed at sports loving kids who want to read about their sports. It is realistic fiction where children will identify strongly with main characters and the problems associated with competitive sport. Through discussion groups they will be able to explore the values of team cooperation, cheating, loyalty and acceptance of individual differences.

Sharing the Novel

______________________________________________________________

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. 

Group discussions need to be lively using the suggestions in these teaching notes as a springboard for further discussion. Students should be given opportunities to respond to the text and to share their personal experiences.

 Sharing Session One - Before Reading

______________________________________________________________

Study the cover and read the blurb.

•
What is the main idea of this story?

•
What are the crude tactics used by Bank Street?

•
What crude tactics have you encountered in sports games you have played against other teams?

•
How did this affect your playing?

•
What did you do about it? Why?

•
If you were the author, how would you begin this story?

Read chapter one.

•
How did the way the author began this novel compare with your ideas?

•
Describe the setting. Why do you think the author chose this as the setting for his novel?

•
How does the author create tension in chapter one?

Read chapter two.

•
Why do you think Marc has decided to play in the team?

•
How does the author create further tension in chapter two?

•
What problems do you expect the Mt Andrews team to have? Why?

•
What sorts of problems have you faced with teams you have played in?

•
What do you think is going to happen next in this story?

Read to the end of chapter ten. Keep a record of the teams Mt Andrews play in the competition with a tally of wins, losses and draws.

Sharing Session Two - During Reading

______________________________________________________________
•
How do you feel about the author's style of writing?

•
Explain the contrast between Mt Andrews friendly game with Banks Street and their first competition game with St Chad's B. Why do you think the author chose to do this?

•
Based on the information you have kept about the games Mt Andrews have played, how do you rate their chances of getting into the top four?

•
What differences are there between the way the team is playing now compared to how it was playing at the beginning of the story?

•
What are the reasons for these changes?

Read to the end of chapter fifteen. Continue to keep a record of the games Mt Andrews play and the outcome of each.

Sharing Session Three - During Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
Explain the reasons why Marc shaved his head.

•
Who do you have as an idol? Why? What are the benefits?

•
How do the players feel about Oscar at practice? at a match game?

•
In what ways has Oscar changed since Mt Andrews first played Banks Street?  Why do you think this has happened? 

Read to the end of the novel. 

Sharing Session Four - After Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
When Mt Andrews lost their game to Morland, they expected to have lost their chance of being in the top four. What changed this?

•
How did the players in the team react to the news about Oscar hitting Marc's father? How did you feel about it?

•
How did the setting of this novel contribute to the mood of the plot?

•
How would a different setting have affected the plot?

•
How did you feel about the way the novel ended? Explain your thinking.

•
What messages does the author have for us in this novel?

Follow Up Activities - Using the Text

______________________________________________________________

Writing

Write a 'Thank You' letter for Oscar. Include four paragraphs so that you have:

- a general 'Thank you' as an introduction to your letter

- specific details of a game that stands out in your mind

- specific details of how Oscar has helped you improve your basketball playing

- your hopes for the future plus a final 'Thank you'.
You may wish to design a card and present your work as a card but you will still need to include the four paragraphs.

A lobby group wishes to close Mt Andrews school because it is too small. Write a letter to the paper from Ethan's point of view (at the end of the story) supporting the continuation of the school. Write your letter as an argument that begins by stating your views, details many reasons why it should remain open and concludes by restating your wishes.

Writing / Presenting

Skim the novel and make a list of vocabulary used specifically with reference to basketball. eg: blocking, intercepting, shielding, breaking up-court, cross court pass, etc, etc.

Make up a picture glossary that explains and illustrates each word.

Make a 'Beginners' Guide to Basketball' that explains the rules of the game using simple language and a step by step approach.

You have been asked to make a 'Thank You' speech for Oscar at assembly at the end of the basketball season. Write your speech, rehearse it, then present it to the class in role play.

Please photocopy the bookmarks for your requirements
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