Hatchet:  The Call

Gary Paulsen

Synopsis

Life has proved very difficult for Brian since his return from the wilderness.  He finds himself becoming more and more remote from his friends, sharing none of their interests and casting himself as a loner.  As the result of his involvement in a fight he is directed to a counselor, Caleb, who encourages Brian to retell his survival experiences.   Brian’s wish to return to the wilderness becomes reality.

This time, Brian has time to prepare and carefully selects his equipment.  Alone again, he sets out on a journey to find what he is seeking.  Alone again, he depends on himself and his resources to survive. 

Text type

This novel is the final in a series about Brian Robeson, who, in the first novel Hatchet, survives a plane crash in the wilderness, fending for himself alone.  There are two other novels written in the series, a sequel The Return in which he is rescued and an alternative sequel  Winter, where he has to survive a Winter before his rescue.

In order to fully appreciate The Call it is necessary to have read the other novels.

Brian is very changed after his return.  His values have changed and although he tries, he cannot fit back into the society to which he has returned.  

Themes such as being different, conservation and survival are all covered while the reader joins Brian on his journey of self-discovery.  This is an uplifting story of one boy and his struggle to find himself.  

Written in the third person, the descriptions and events are beautifully detailed and readers with no outdoors experience will have little difficulty appreciating and learning from Brian as he exposes them to some survival techniques.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions.  

Rereading and quotations should be encouraged to back up explanations and substantiate ideas. 

Sharing Session 1 – Before Reading

· Recall and share the previous novels in the series.  Discuss the group reactions to Brian and his adventures.

· Read the blurb and the author’s notes on page 115.  How well qualified is the author to write this series?  Why are his experiences important in the writing of this novel?   Why would he need this knowledge?  

· What other novels of this type have you read?

· Why are the readers so interested in what happens to Brian?  

· What do you think will happen to Brian in this novel?

· Have you read any of the other Paulsen titles?  Discuss how they differ or are similar to the Hatchet series.

Teacher reads the first chapter aloud to the group.  Students read along in their own books.

· Brainstorm what is known about beavers. 

· Brian has voiced some very strong views about hunting.  How do they compare to yours?  Where have your views come from?

· Brian has knowledge and survival skills from his previous experiences.  Which ones can you identify in this chapter?

· Make predictions about what will happen to Brian on his return.

Independently read to the end of chapter 8

Sharing session 2

· Discuss the predictions.

· Brian and Carl Lammers differ greatly.  List some of the ways these two boys are different.  Are there any ways they could be considered similar?

· How do you feel about Brian after the fight?  Why?

· How does the police account of the fight given to Brian’s mother, differ from what actually happened?

· Why doesn’t Brian defend himself about the reports?  

· List five words from each of these people that they may have used to describe Brian during and after the fight.  Susan, Haley, Carl, the policeman, Brian’s mother, Brian.

· What do you know about counseling?  Why was Brian sent for counseling?

· Of all Brian’s stories, which one would you have chosen to tell Caleb?

· How would you describe Caleb?  Do a personality profile about him.

· Make a list of the things you think would be necessary for a journey into the wilderness.  Justify each article.

· Predict what Brian will do while reading the next 5 chapters.

Read to the end of chapter 13, indepentently.

Sharing Session 3

· Compare the city Brian with the wilderness Brian.  Why are they both so different?  

· Compare the list of gear that Brian took with him to the list you made up previously.  How similar and different are they?  What things from your list would you consider essential for Brain to take?

· Write up a Brian Robeson survival guide listing all the essentials for survival in the wilderness.

· After the storm, Brian falls back on one powerful piece of advice -  one thing at a time.  Discuss the importance of this in his situation.  How can this advice be useful to us?  Why?

Read to the end of the novel, predicting what the outcome will be.

Sharing Session 4

· Discuss what you know about Romeo and Juliet.  Why does Shakespeare effect Brian so much?   What insight does this give you about Brian?  Justify your reply.
· What do you understand about a portage?
· Brian has no schedule or time requirement.  Discuss having no time constraints and the effects it would have on your life.
· Why does Brian feel he should thank for his food?  Who or what is he thanking?
· Brian could have asked Billy many questions.  Write out ten questions that you think he should have asked. 
· What message has the author conveyed using Billy?  Why has he done this?  Justify your reply.
· Discuss Brian’s dream about Billy.  What do you see as the significance of the dream?  Could you interpret it any other way?
· What do you think Brian will do now?  Write out an ending that satisfies you.  Compare your ending to those of the rest of the group.
· Reread the author’s notes.  What messages about life has the author conveyed in this novel?  Do you agree with him?  Justify your reply.
· Write out three messages that the author would pass on to his grandchildren.  How would you describe the author in light of this novel?
Follow up to Text response activities
Written Language
· Many North American animals are encountered in this novel.  Make a catalogue of these animals and add information about them as you read the novel. 

· Skunk, moose, porcupine, deer, bear, loon, wolf, otter Do a mini investigation about these animals and compare what you find with what is written in the novel.

· Write a letter from Brian to a hunting magazine detailing his views about hunting.

· Write out the chain of events surrounding the fight.

· Write out the police report of the fight.

Oral Language
· Interview witnesses to the fight and find out what really happened.

· Discuss Brian’s attitude to television.  Organise a debate about the merits of a particular program.

· Share and discuss a personal adventure story from each of the group.

· Hot seat Brian and Billy.  Ask questions about themselves and their lives.

Visual Language
· Draw up a diagram for keeping a camp safe overnight.  Include reasons why these things are important.

· Draw up a diagram for keeping a camp safe in New Zealand overnight.  Compare the two diagrams.
· Illustrate the portage from the information given, be sure to include all the details.
· Make a collage of the wilderness using magazine pictures.
Reading

Compare the plot development of Hatchet: The Call with the other three novels in the series.  

· What similarities and differences are there in 

- The events that occur?
- Brian as a character?
- The effect the setting has on Brian?
- The underlying theme of the novel?

· Read other books by Gary Paulsen.
Teaching Notes: Trish Webb 1999
