Highway Robbery

Joy Watson


Dylan Horrocks

Synopsis

Matthew’s nighttime drive to Taupo with his father takes a terrifying turn when two men in Maria’s café catch his eye.  Matthew becomes suspicious and convinces his father there is going to be trouble.  When they return to the café Dad contacts the police and goes to help Maria.  Matthew’s job is to keep the police control officer informed about the events as they unfold.   When a gun goes off, Matthew fears for his father and Maria caught up in the drama.

Text Type

This is a short, fast-paced novel that is action packed and eventful enough to keep even the reluctant reader focussed.  While Matthew is a real hero, he plays a very low profile role in the events as they unfold. The storyline is realistic and believable.  The robbers are stereotypical and there is little difficulty understanding why Matthew came to his conclusion about them.

Matthew’s interaction with Lyn, the police controller, is a good model for students and promotes awareness of the support available from the emergency services.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over three shared sessions and two independent reading sessions.

Shared sessions begin with students sharing their feeling and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions.  

Rereading and quotations should be encouraged to back up explanations and substantiate ideas.

Themes explored are family relationships, co-operation, emergency procedures, responsibility, care,

Shared Session 1

· Study the cover illustration and the blurb on the back cover.  Discuss the possibilities for this novel.  What type of work do you think Matthew’s father does?  Share knowledge about truck driving and long distance driving.  Formulate some questions that may be answered during the novel.

· What could it be about the two men that make Matthew think they are “suspicious looking”?  What stereotypes do we associate with being ‘bad’ in the movies and in stories?  Is this reality?  

Teacher to read the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.

· List the facts presented in the story so far.  Which facts do you foresee as having the greatest impact on the story?  Why?

· Study the illustration of the ‘suspicious looking’ characters.  Do you agree that they are suspicious?  Why?  What other reasons could they have for being at the café?

Students read to the end of chapter 3 independently to find out if Matthews’ suspicions are correct and what he does about them.

Shared Session 2

· What information did Maria give that put her in danger?  How could she safeguard against this?  What safety precautions should be in place if she is working alone at night?

· What was Dad’s first reaction when Matthew told him he thought the two men were ‘creepy’?  Was that fair?  Justify your reply.

· What safety procedures did Matthew’s Dad put in place to ensure his son’s safety?  Do you think they are enough?  

Discussion Points

· The police recommend regular breaks when driving on a long trip.  Share the driving breaks experienced by the group.  What makes a great break on a long trip?  How do you keep occupied on a long trip?  Share ideas from the group.

· Would you have turned around to check out a hunch like that?  Why?  What else could Matthew’s Dad have done?  Which do you consider the better option?  Why?

Students read to the end of the novel to find out if Maria is safe and what Matthew did to help.

Shared Session 3

· What information did Lyn want from Matthew?  List the information Matthew gave her.  How much is fact and how much is opinion?  Classify your list into fact or opinion.

· When was the scariest moment for Matthew? What could he have done to help?  How could he have helped his father?  

· Why did Matthew’s Dad take the truck key with him?  What did he think could happen to Matthew if the keys were still in the truck?  How did Matthew feel at this time?

Discussion Points

· The police and emergency services are there to help.  What do you think is the author’s point of view about the police?  Justify your reply.

· How would the storyline have been different had Matthew disobeyed and got out of the truck?  Would he have been a help or hindrance to his father?  Justify your reply.  What would you have done?  Why?

· How would Matthew’s Dad have felt when he heard the police siren?  How would the robbers have felt?   How did you, the reader, feel when the police arrived?  Why?

Using the Text – Follow-up Response Activities

Written Language

· Write a horoscope for each character for tomorrow based on their day today.

· Write up the police report.  Include descriptions of the robbers and their bikes, the location, what happened.

· Write an advertisement for a robber.  Include job description, hours, and rates of pay and working conditions.

· Write a list of recommendations for Maria to ensure her safety when working alone.  

· Make a timeline of the main events in the story.  

· Rewrite the main events but have the setting in your local community.  Characters descriptions and jobs may change, the café may become the venue of your choosing.  You may decide if Matthew stays in the truck.

· Write a thumbnail sketch for a character.  Give the character a history and reason for doing what they are doing in this novel.  Identify their favourite colour, novel, television programme, and entertainment.  Make them come alive.  Introduce your character to the group.

Oral Language

· Thought track Matthew through the events that evening.  As the students silently act out the scene, Matthew speaks his thoughts and feelings aloud.

· Interview the witnesses.  Decide on the information you require and design a set of questions to ask Matthew, his father and Maria.  Question them separately and compare their answers.  

· Present a news item of the robbery.  Have an interviewer at the scene to interview the witnesses for their information and reactions.

· Organise a debate.  Suggested topics could be:

· People who ride motorbikes are most likely to be up to no good.

· Truck drivers should not have children in the cab.

· Robbers who carry guns should be jailed for life.

· Telephone conversation.  Choose one of the characters and eavesdrop on their conversation as they tell about the events of the drama on the telephone.  Matthew could telephone his mother, Maria could talk to her husband.  Lyn could telephone home to tell about her experience with Matthew.

Visual Language

· Design a menu for the café.  Investigate menus from different sources and decide on a style that you like.  Illustrate and colour your menu.

· Design a poster for the movie of the novel.  Choose your actors and costumes.  Study other movie posters to select a style that you like.  Ensure you include all the features of a poster.

· The Trial.  Present a drama based on the court appearances of the two robbers.  Allocate parts, ensure there is a part for each student – judge, jury, defendants, lawyers – prosecution and defence, witnesses, accused, court recorder. The roles may changes depending on the number of students involved.  Review court procedures to ensure a fair trial.  Be aware of the sentences that may be handed down.  Ensure that there is adequate time allowed for preparation of the case.

· Time shift 10 years into the future.  Arrange a reunion of the main characters- Matthew, his Dad, Maria, the two robbers, Lyn the police control officer.  Have a Paul Holmes/ Oprah type interview of the characters to find out what has happened to them over the last decade.  Have them recall their roles that night and their emotions and memories.
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