Horse Apples
Ged Maybury

Synopsis

______________________________________________________________

Randy and Piho need some pocket money. Their intention to steal some money from the owner of a stud farm soon changes and they begin working for the farm manager gathering up horse manure and selling it at a roadside stall. Telling lies about the purpose of their stall leads to the whole of the school league team selling manure to raise money for new jerseys. Further deception turns to good when the boys become involved with a television crew who want to use children from their school in a TV commercial which will earn the school a lot of money. The commercial, however, stars Randy and Piho in a most unexpected way.

Text Type

______________________________________________________________

Horse Apples is humorous fiction which is entertaining as readers follow the exploits of the main characters who get into and out of trouble throughout the novel.

Sharing the Novel

______________________________________________________________

This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions with two independent reading sessions.

Group discussion is essential for exploring ideas, values and understandings. Group discussions should be kept lively.

Sharing Session One - Before Reading

______________________________________________________________

Look at the cover. 

•
What do you think horse apples are? 

•
What is the setting for this book?

Read the blurb on the back.

•
How does this blurb compare with other blurbs you have read recently?

•
Why might the author have chosen to write the blurb like this?

Shared reading of chapter one. Teacher reads aloud while the students follow along in their own texts.

•
How did Randy and Piho come to be selling horse manure?

•
What can you say about the characters Randy and Piho and the relationship they have with each other?

Reread the blurb.

•
How does the blurb relate to the story so far?

•
What do you think will happen next?

Students read chapter two silently.

•
If you were Randy and Piho, what would you have said to Piho's mother? Why?

•
Why do you think the boys chose not to tell the truth?

•
Which of the concepts from the blurb have been touched on in this chapter? Explain your thinking.

•
Now that Piho's aunty knows about their fundraising efforts, what do you think will happen next?

•
What problems do you think Randy and Piho will encounter?

Read to the end of chapter nine.

Sharing Session Two - During Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
How do you feel about the author's style of writing?

•
What part of the story have you enjoyed most so far?

•
What are some of the problems Randy has encountered?

•
Why did Piho leave his fundraising partnership with Randy?

•
What were the advantages and disadvantages of working with Tammy?

•
Randy outlines his solutions to all of his problems on page 84. How 'easy peasy' do you think it will be?

•
What do you think will happen now?

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session Three - After Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
How did you feel about the practical joke Dexter played on Randy and Piho?

•
How did you feel when Randy and Piho were covering the van in the camping ground with manure? 

•
How did you feel about the ending to this story? Explain your thinking.

•
Reread the blurb on the back cover again and explain how the story relates to each attribute listed on the blurb.

•
What messages do you think the author wanted the readers to think about?

•
What do you think the relationship between Randy and Piho will be like in the future? Why?

•
Is their relationship like anything you have experienced with your own friendships?

•
What do you like / dislike about the author's style of writing?

Follow Up Activities - Using the Text

______________________________________________________________

Presenting

Write each of the key words from the blurb and illustrate each one with a scene from the story which demonstrates that concept. Make you work into a collage or mobile and present it to the class.

Choose one event from the story that you particularly enjoyed. Write a film script to show how you would film it using a story board or the format shown in the novel on pages 166, 167 and 170. Remember to include the type of shot you will use for each clip.

Dramatise one of the events from the novel. Write a script, decide on roles, prepare any props you need and rehearse your play. Present it to the class.

