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Synopsis

Fraser McKnight. You know the type. The boy who is into astronomy, the boy who looks after the telescope at the Ferndene Observatory, the boy who can never think of the clever things to say to impress the girls.

The Geek. 

Well, that’s what he thinks about himself. 

So, he finds that quite hard to understand that Courtenay, the blond-haired newcomer to the Astronomical Society, doesn’t seem to think that he is a geek.  In fact, she seems to like him.
And then, Rocky, the meteorite hits town.

Everybody, it seems, wants Rocky.

Gaz wants to keep Rocky at Ferndene.  The National Observatory wants Rocky for their collection.  Vinny wants to convert Rocky into $300,000 cash.  

When Gaz and Rocky disappear, Fraser and Courtenay set out to find them.

Just when you thought that an astronomer was a stereotypical geek, along come Tane, Gaz and Courtenay.  David Hill has taken a group of very different personalities and melded them into an Astronomical Society that anyone would be interested in joining.  

The reader joins Fraser on a voyage of self-discovery as he comes to terms with his family, his friends and his passion for astronomy.  

Young love, teenage anxiety, difficult relationships and suspense combine to keep this novel moving along at an exciting pace. 

Introductory Discussion

· Introduce the novel ‘Impact’ and make predictions about it using the cover blurb.

· Brainstorm astronomy.  Collect words and ideas and begin a glossary/chart of terms on the subject.  What do the students know about the night sky?  What personal experiences can they share?  What other books or movies have they encountered that give information about astronomy, meteors, meteorites, planets, stars etc.  From this brainstorm formulate questions.  Use these questions for further investigations.

· David Hill has written many novels.  Discuss his writing.  What type of genre does he usually write?  What can the reader expect from a David Hill novel?  What type of person would you expect his main character to be?  Why? 

Students read Chapters 1-6 (pp. 7-44) independently

Before the next shared discussion

Comprehension

· Where are most observatories located?  Why?  Describe the location of the Ferndene Observatory telescope.

· What is the difference between a meteor and a meteorite?  

· How does Gaz react to the meteorite hitting so close?  How do the others feel?

· What information have you gathered about meteorites from the novel so far?  Add this information to your chart.  

· What differences has Fraser noticed in his sister since they were last together?  What reasons could there be for these differences?

Discussion
· How would you describe Fraser’s self-image?  What is he basing this on?  What are your first impressions about him? Start a personal profile of Fraser and one other character.  Add to the profile throughout the novel.  

· Identify the main facts from the story so far.  Include characters, setting, plot and theme.  Design a storyboard for your work that can be added to throughout the novel.

· What predictions can you make about what might happen?  Record your predictions for verification later.  Justify your predictions by referring back to the text.

· How would you have organised the hunt for the meteorite?  How does your plan compare with that of Gaz?  What do you consider the advantages of your plan over his?  Why?

· At this stage, do you think you would join the Ferndene Astronomical Society?  What are your reasons for and against joining?

Students read Chapters 7 – 13 (pp.45 – 86) independently before the next shared discussion

Comprehension

· How was the meteorite formed?  Where did Gaz think it had come from?  How old did he think it was?  Draw a sketch of it from the description given.

· Why was Gaz not very worried about others coming through and finding the meteorite?  What precautions was he intending to take?

· Why had Gaz nailed the door to the Members room shut?  How did the others react to this?

· What was Courtenay’s reaction to Fraser’s attempt to sound cool on page 78?  Was she justified in her reaction?  How could Fraser have handled it better?

· How long will the National Observatory allow Ferndene to keep Rocky?  Is that reasonable?  Why do you think they want it?  Justify your response.

Discussion
· Fraser seems to have difficulty talking with Courtenay.  Why is this?  What advice would you give him?  

· How would you describe the television interviewer who talked to Gaz?  What do you think his agenda was?  What do you think his opinion is of astronomy and astronomers?  How would the audience react to this interview?  How do you react?  How would you have conducted this interview?

· Vinny has an interesting reaction to the interview.  How would you describe his reaction?  What is your opinion about him?   How do Fraser and his parents feel about him?  Why?  What reasons could he have for taking a job with Northside Electronics?  What do you see as his role in the rest of the novel?  

Students read Chapters 14 – 22 (pp. 87-141) independently before the next shared discussion

Comprehension

· Who is Courtenay’s stepfather?  How does Fraser know him?  

· What was Fraser’s reaction when he first saw Gaz and his sister together?  

· Why did he jump to that conclusion?  Is it a valid conclusion?  Why?

· Who is Gary Yates?  Why has he disappeared with the meteorite?  

· How did Gaz and Fraser get out of the hideout?  Where did they go after they escaped? 

·  What did Jemma do after she left the hideout with Vinny?  What was she planning to do?  What was Vinny’s reaction to her plan?

· Why did Courtenay suggest they rename Rocky ‘The Ferndene Flyer’?  

Discussion

· How do you think Jemma felt about Vinny’s plan to steal the meteorite?  Why did she go along with him?  At which stages could she have pulled out of the plan?  What changed her mind in the end?  How would she have been feeling when she took off with the van?  What would she have been thinking?

· Gaz is a very complex character.  List everything you have found out about him during the novel.  How would you describe him?  If you had to select an actor to play his part, whom would you choose?  Why?    

· Imagine yourself as Fraser.  What would you have done when you saw Jemma with Gaz?  How would your actions have effected the rest of the story?    What do you think would have happened had you (Fraser) had confronted Vinny with your suspicions?  

· Refer back to the predictions you made earlier.  How accurate were they?  Identify ways in which your predictions would have influenced to story’s outcome.

· In which ways has Fraser changed during the course of the novel?  Justify your reply by referring to the text.

· What could be an alternative ending for this novel?  Which events would have to be changed to accommodate your ending? 

· Which events in this novel do you consider plausible and which implausible.  Justify your thinking.  How has the author succeeded in incorporating the implausible events into the novel?  Have they worked?  Justify your reply.

Response to Text Activities

Devise an advertising campaign for the meteorite. 

Investigate the language of advertising. 

Interview an advertising agent for information about his/her industry. 

Allocate one medium of the advertising campaign to each group.  

Each group is responsible for the concept and script for their medium. 

One member from each group is to be on the advertising executive to co-ordinate the campaign. 

Decide on a product launch day and video your campaign.

Advertising media to be considered could include:

· slogans  - an advertising jingle, a product song

· magazine advertising 

· television and radio commercials

· information brochure

· merchandise  - could include Rocky replicas, baseball caps, bumper stickers, t-shirts

· a stamp series, a phone card, a collector’s series

· a board game

· packaging

· posters

Points of view.
Each character has thoughts and reasons for their actions throughout the novel.  Within a three-minute time limit, retell this story from the point of view of one of the characters.  

Sequel

Write a sequel for this novel.  Choose one character and develop a life for him/her after the events of this novel.  Be prepared to justify your character’s life in an interview or hot-seat situation.

The Expert
Choose one aspect of astronomy and become an expert in that field, e.g. meteors, meteorites, telescopes, observatories. 

· Organise a convention where each expert is to present a paper on their area of expertise.  Be prepared to answer questions about your subject. Illustrate and publish the papers.

· Select an age group and, using your expert knowledge, write a book on your expert subject.  Illustrate your book with diagrams and pictures (photographs if you can).  Publish your book.

· Prepare a glossary of astronomical words.  Present your glossary for junior, middle or senior school students.  Trial your glossary with the age group you selected and make any necessary adjustments before you publish it.

Justice
Prepare questions to ask a policeman or lawyer about Vinny.

What would he be charged with?  

What sentence?  

What agencies would be involved?  

What would be the cost of bringing him to justice?

Suppose Gaz had pressed charges against Vinny. 

What charges would there have been? 

What would the repercussions have been?  

What sentence?

Suppose the National Observatory had pressed changes against Gaz.

What charges would there have been?  

What would the repercussions have been?  

What sentence? 

What agencies would be involved?  

What would be the cost of bringing him to justice?

Stereotypes
Brainstorm the stereotypical images of -


Teenagers

Rock musicians





Astronomers

Television interviewers





Parents

Police

What stereotypes are commonly shared by each member of the group within these categories? Identify the factors that determine your thinking about groups of people. Why do people form stereotypes? 

Examine David Hill’s characters and determine to what extent they match the stereotypical images you have of their group.  In which ways do they differ?  

Conduct a debate. Topics could include  

1. Character stereotypes and their function in the propagation of stereotypical      images. 

2. The influence of character stereotypes in our thinking.

3. Reality versus the stereotype.

Prepare a list of David Hill’s novels. Identify his award winning novels.   Select one to read.  Write a synopsis and a short review for each of his other novels. Locate Internet review sites that discuss his writing.  Join a chat group about one of his novels.  Submit your reviews to one of the web sites.  Locate information and write a biography of David Hill.
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