Inkheart
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Synopsis

Meggie is a young girl who lives with her father Mortimer. Mortimer is a bookbinder who has passed his great love of books to his daughter. Meggie loves reading. Books fascinate her and allow her to become lost in exciting adventures. 

One night a mysterious stranger called Dustfinger appears at Meggie’s home and turns her life upside down. Her life becomes just like an adventure from one of the books that she has read. She learns that her father has a special power – when he reads aloud people and objects from the story that he is reading appear in his world. This explains why Mo never reads aloud to her. Nine years earlier he had been reading from a mysterious book called Inkheart and Meggie’s mother disappeared into the book. More frightening still, Capricorn, the evil villain from Inkheart came out of the story. Unbeknownst to Mo, Capricorn has sent Dustfinger, another character from the story, to lure Mo and Meggie to his hideout so that he can destroy Inkheart, the only link back to his own world, and use Mo for his ability.

Dustfinger follows Meggie and Mo to Aunt Elinor’s house, a place where Mo believes that they and the book will be safe. But Mo is unaware of Dustfinger’s betrayal and it isn’t long before Capricorn’s henchmen have captured Mo and Inkheart. When Elinor and Meggie attempt to rescue Mo, they too are captured. They escape with the help of Dustfinger who has finally realised Capricorn’s plans. Free from Capricorn’s clutches Mo, Meggie, Elinor, Dustfinger and Farin find Fenoglio – Inkheart’s author, and devise a plan to get rid of Capricorn once and for all. However, soon Meggie is recaptured along with the Fenoglio, and Capricorn discovers that she too has the gift. What follows is a dramatic climax that decides the fate of Capricorn. But this isn’t a fairytale and not everyone lives happily ever after…

Text Type
Inkheart is an exciting adventure-fantasy novel. It is fast-paced and would be best suited to good readers because of its length and many plot twists. The character of Meggie is well developed and she makes a likeable heroine who overcomes many obstacles to triumph at the conclusion of the book.

The novel itself is well written and believable with characters from the stories fitting seamlessly into the “real world” of the novel. In this respect it is really a story within a story. The story has a dark element and not all characters survive the climax to live happily ever after. This also adds to the plausibility of the novel. The novel has been translated from German into English and contains wonderful figurative language which helps set the scene and creates imagery. Each chapter begins with extracts from well-known classic novels. These extracts relate to the events and provide the reader with an insight into the action in the chapter.

Themes include family, secrets and lies, over-coming fear and the power of imagination.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be shared over 7 shared sessions and 6 independent reading sessions.

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and ideas in the novel. Allow them to clarify their understanding of words and events in the story and encourage them to think critically about the concepts introduced and the themes covered. 

The suggested activities allow students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suit a range of different learning styles.
Introductory Session

· Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb. Make some predictions about the story. Who do you think the stranger is? What could he be warning Meggie and Mo about? What is Mo’s secret? What kind of story do you think this will be? How did you come to this conclusion? Can you predict the significance of the hand reaching out of the illustration?

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 7-26) aloud to the students.

Comprehension Chapters 1and 2 (pp. 7-26)

· Name the stranger who visits Mo. Describe his appearance.

· How old is Meggie?

· What does the plaque above Mo’s workshop door say?

· Why do you think the stranger calls Mo Silvertongue? What sort of name is Silvertongue?

· Why does Meggie have a sense of foreboding when the stranger turns up?

· Why does Mo wake Meggie so early? 

· Where are Mo and Meggie going?

· What is printed on Meggie’s book box?

· What does Mo hide in brown paper?

· Who is waiting for Mo and Meggie at the gate?

Discussion

· Explain what Mo thinks happens when you take a book on a journey. Why does Meggie like to take books with her when she travels? Can you relate to any of these feelings? Why/ why not? Explain why you enjoy reading. 

· Mo has never read aloud to Meggie. Can you think of some reasons why this may be?

· Why do you think Mo is so eager to leave the house?

Students read Chapters 3-10 (pp. 27-102) independently before the next shared session to learn what happens when Capricorn’s men find Mo.

Comprehension Chapters 3-10 (pp. 27-102)

· Where is Capricorn? What direction are Mo and Meggie heading in? Why does Dustfinger want to go with them? How does he convince Mo to take him?

· What does Dustfinger tell Meggie about Capricorn? 

· What kind of creature is Gwin? Describe him.

· What is Aunt Elinor like? Why doesn’t Meggie warm to her?

· Describe what Meggie sees when she glances briefly at the mysterious book. Can you explain why there is a picture of Gwin in the book?

· Why do you think Mo doesn’t read aloud to Meggie?

· Describe the performance that Dustfinger puts on for Meggie. Where do you think that he learned his tricks?

· How many men come to the house to abduct Mo? What are their names? What do Elinor and Meggie overhear them talking to Mo about? 

· Meggie says to Elinor that Mo is “more worried about the book than me”. Do you think that this is true? Why/why not? Why does Mo go with Basta willingly?

· How do the police react to the news of Mo’s abduction? Why do you think they react in this way?

· What does Meggie discover when she enters Elinor’s bedroom? How does she react when she realises what Elinor has?

· What is the name of the mysterious book?

· Where is Mo being held?

Discussion

· Why does Mo refuse to tell Meggie about Capricorn and why they have to leave the house? How does Meggie feel about the secrecy? Do you think that Mo should tell Meggie the truth? Justify your answer.

· Dustfinger tells Mo that he has his own secrets “and for those I need darkness”. What do you think Dustfinger is hiding? We learn that Dustfinger has lied to Mo and has told Capricorn where he is hiding. What do you think is the motivation behind his betrayal? Why do you think that he returned to speak to Meggie?

· Describe Elinor’s house as it is presented in the story.  What does Elinor’s house tell us about her character? 

· Explain how Meggie’s relationship with Elinor changes after Mo gets abducted. Why is this?

Students read Chapters 11-18 (pp. 103-193) independently before the next shared session to find out Mo’s secret.

Comprehension Chapters 11-18 (pp. 103-193)

· What are Dustfinger’s new orders from Capricorn? How does Dustfinger feel about carrying out these orders?

· How long has it been since Dustfinger has held Inkheart in his hands? Why doesn’t he read to the end of the book?

· What causes Meggie to become suspicious of Dustfinger? Why does she decide to trust him despite her suspicions?

· Why do Meggie and Elinor take the book to Capricorn’s village? Is this a sensible plan or do you think that they are being naïve? Justify your answer.

· What happens when Meggie, Elinor and Dustfinger reach the village? 

· What does Capricorn look like? What impressions do you have of him after his initial exchange with Meggie and Elinor?

· When does Meggie realise Dustfinger’s betrayal? How does she feel about it?

· How did Basta, Dustfinger and Capricorn come into the world? Describe Mo’s first encounter with the trio.

· What happened to Meggie’s mother? How did Mo attempt to bring her back? 

· Why does Capricorn have everyone gather in the church? 

· What is the name of the other “reader” that Capricorn captured?

· What book does Mo read aloud from? What comes out of the book? What precaution does Mo take to ensure that no evil villains materialise?

Discussion

· Describe the character of Basta. Why do you think that he is so superstitious?

· Now that you know of Dustfinger’s plight - do you feel any sympathy for him? Why/why not? What does he want from Capricorn? How would it feel to live in a world completely foreign to you? When does Dustfinger realise that Capricorn is not going to keep his promise to him?

· What does Capricorn want with Mo? What does he believe Mo’s powers to be? Why did he destroy all the copies of Inkheart? How do his feelings about the situation differ from Dustfinger’s? What does he hope to achieve in the new world that he has found himself in?

· Predict what will happen next in the story.

Students read Chapters 19-25 independently before the next shared session to find out how our heroes escape from Capricorn’s village.

Comprehension Chapters 19-25 (pp. 194-272)

· How do Mo, Elinor and Meggie escape from Capricorn’s village? What brings about Dustfinger’s change of heart? 

· What is the name of the Arab boy that Mo read out of Arabian Nights? Describe the boy’s reaction to the strange new world that he has found himself in.

· Why are Mo and the others forced to abandon Elinor’s car? Where do they hide? What do they overhear Basta and Flatnose talking about?

· What has Dustfinger done to ensure that the dogs have trouble tracking them? What do we learn about Basta’s feelings for Dustfinger? Why does he feel this way?

· Describe the altercation that occurs in the woods. How does Mo get injured? How does Elinor exhibit courage? What does it show about Mo that he is unwilling to kill Basta and Flatnose?

· What important information does Mo reveal to Dustfinger after they have tied up Basta and Flatnose? What do you think Dustfinger will do with this information? 

· Whose address does Elinor give to Mo? Why does she think that Mo should visit this person?

· What does Dustfinger mean when he says to Meggie “Do you know how your story ends”?

· Describe how Fenoglio reacts when Mo tells him what has happened to the characters in his book.

Discussion

· Describe Elinor’s character. Has she truly been happy living by herself with only her books for company? How has her character developed in the story and what events have occurred to bring about these changes?

· Describe Mo’s character. How does he feel about his special power? Can you explain why he can’t control his power? What is his relationship with Meggie like? What qualities does he possess? What does the fact that he was unwilling to leave Capricorn’s village without Farin tell us about him?

· Why do you think Farin feels most comfortable with Dustfinger and Gwin?

· Why does Mo want to get his hands on another copy of Inkheart? What do you think his crazy idea is?

Students read Chapters 26-36 (pp. 273-360) independently before the next shared session to meet Fenoglio.

Comprehension Chapters 26-36 (pp. 273-360)

· What happens to Dustfinger’s character in Inkheart?

· Describe the initial encounter between Fenoglio and Dustfinger.

· Why does Dustfinger decide to return to Capricorn’s village? Who goes with him?

· How does Elinor feel about returning home and having no one there to greet her? Why do you think she feels this way?

· What discovery does Elinor make when she enters the house? What did the perpetrators of the crime leave behind? 

· What does Meggie discover about her mother when she talks to Mo?

· How do Basta and Flatnose react when Fenoglio tells them that he is the author of Inkheart? Why do they react in this way? Do you ever think about the authors of the books that you read?

· Where do Dustfinger and Farin hide when they return to Capricorn’s village? 

· How does Fenoglio react when he is taken to Capricorn’s village? Why does he react this way?

· Basta’s position in Capricorn’s ranks is threatened. Why is this? How does Mortola react when he arrives back at the village without Mo?

· What does Fenoglio tell Meggie about Mortola?

· Who does Dustfinger meet in Capricorn’s village? Why does he have difficulty communicating with her? What do we learn about her?

· What background information do we learn about Basta and Capricorn from Fenoglio?

· Why does Dustfinger begin to feel sympathy for Elinor?

· Why does Dustfinger pull his knife on Mo?

Discussion

· In what ways is it apparent that Dustfinger is an imaginary character? What difficulties does he have relating to others? Why is he unable to be happy in the world that he has found himself in?

· Fenoglio made up Basta and Flatnose. Does it follow, therefore, that they will be unable to hurt him? Explain your answer. If Fenoglio dies will all of his characters die too?

· “Fire is not your friend. It will kill you if you don’t respect it”. Fire is an important symbol in the story. What does it mean to Dustfinger, Elinor, Mo, Basta, Capricorn and Farid?

· Farid points out to Dustfinger that Resa looks a lot like Meggie. Why do you think that Dustfinger refuses to acknowledge the similarities between the two?

Students read Chapters 37-49 (pp. 360-466) independently before the next shared session to find out something surprising about Meggie.

Comprehension Chapters 37-49 (pp. 360-466)

· How does Basta capture Dustfinger? Where does he take him?

· What character does Meggie read out of Peter Pan? Where does Basta take the character? Why is Basta so interested in the character’s appearance?

· How does Capricorn react when he learns of Meggie’s ability? How does the discovery alter his plans?

· Who does Capricorn want Meggie to read out of the book? What does Fenoglio tell Meggie about the character?

· Who does Meggie think Resa is? How does she come to this conclusion? How did Resa lose her voice?

· How does Capricorn test Meggie’s skill? Why does Meggie agree to the test?

· What deal does Fenoglio offer Basta? Why does Basta agree to the deal?

· What is Fenoglio writing on the paper that Basta has provided him with? What does he reveal to Meggie about Mo’s plans? How do Fenoglio and Meggie test Mo’s theory?

· Where does Elinor go? What do you think will happen when she tells the police about Meggie’s abduction?

· Why does Meggie insist that she see Dustfinger before she reads aloud to Mortola?

· What does the note that Resa hands to Meggie say? What sort of emotions do you think she was feeling seeing her daughter again?

· How does Dustfinger lure Basta into the cell? How does he manage to escape and lock Basta in the cell? How does Flatnose react to Basta’s predicament?

Discussion

· Describe the character of Farid. What skills does he have? How does he help Mo? How does he feel about being in the world? How do his attitudes and beliefs differ from Mo’s?

· What do you think it was like for Teresa to be trapped in the book? How has she coped back in the real world without a voice? What things does she love that she always carries with her?

· The real and the imaginary become more and more entwined in this section of the book. Who is real? Who is imaginary? Do you believe that Fenoglio has the ability to alter his original story? Why/why not? Can you predict how he will rewrite the end of the story?

Students read Chapters 50-59 (pp.466-543) independently before the next shared session to find out which characters survive the fiery climax to the story.

Comprehension Chapters 50-59 (pp. 466-543)

· How does the policeman deal with Elinor’s complaint? How has Capricorn ensured the policeman’s co-operation?
· How did Mo and Farid manage to avoid their captures? 

· Where does Dustfinger hide after he escapes from Capricorn? Why is it a clever hiding place?

· Why does Fenoglio remind Meggie “words don’t come to life until you taste them on your tongue”?

· Why do Mo and Farid decide to start a fire? What are some of the possible pitfalls of this plan?

· How does Basta deal with his imprisonment? What does this tell us about his character?

· How do Elinor and Teresa communicate with each other in the cell?

· Why does Capricorn believe that Mo is dead? Why doesn’t Elinor tell him the truth?

· What does Mortola tell Meggie will happen if she fails to do as Capricorn has ordered?

· How does Capricorn react to news of the fire?

· How does Fenoglio create the disturbance that allows Meggie to remove the new pages from her sleeve?

· Why can’t Meggie read all of the words that Fenoglio has written?

· Describe the Shadow and how he came into the world. What happens to him at the end? How does Capricorn die?

· What happens to the creatures that decide to leave the village?

Discussion

· Where do you think Fenoglio disappears to at the end of the story? Do you think he planned this because of his curiosity about the world that he created or was it an accident? Use evidence from the text to back up your answer.

· Who disappears at the end of the story and who remains? Can you explain why Basta and the Magpie remain? Why did so many of the characters decide to stay in Capricorn’s village at the end? 

· Identify an important theme in the story. How is this theme presented?

· Identify an important symbol in the story. Why is this symbol important?

· Discuss how Meggie’s character develops and changes throughout the course of the novel.

Activities

· Figurative language – This novel contains many examples of figurative language. This is used to create imagery in the minds of the readers. Complete the table below by identifying the figure language feature as a simile, metaphor or personification and then describing the effect of the language feature.

	Example
	Language Feature
	Effect (Image that it creates in your mind)

	A fire, whispering rain…like tiny fingers tapping on the windowpane (p. 7)
	
	

	The foreboding in Meggie’s heart grew, spreading black wings (p.13)
	
	

	The word dropped like a stone into the silence (p. 15)
	
	

	The sun hung in the sky like a pale coin lost by someone high up in the clouds (p. 24)
	
	

	He looked lost, standing there like a stray dog (p. 29)
	
	

	His men spread fear abroad like the black death (p. 32)
	
	

	“A tongue as sharp as a paper knife” (p. 42)
	
	

	The night swallowed him up like a thieving fox (p.79)
	
	

	“It’s quieter than in a pharaoh’s burial chamber” (p. 117)
	
	

	Meggie lay in the dark…feeling fear oozing out of the cold walls (p.160) 
	
	

	Daylight crept into the valley (p. 225)
	
	

	It was silent as the grave (p. 287)
	
	

	Meggie felt jealousy digging its claws into her heart (p. 292)
	
	

	…sheltered like a young bird in a warm nest (p.532)
	
	


· Writing – Imagine that there is going to be a novel written about Fenoglio’s adventures within Inkheart. Write the first chapter for this book. 

· Soundtrack – Imagine that you are the director of the film of Inkheart. Make up a soundtrack for the film (at least 5 songs or pieces of music). Explain why you included each song.

· Drama – Choose an important scene from the novel. Write a script for the scene and then present it to the class.

· Web Page – Design a web page advertising Inkheart. Use a range of verbal and visual features and make sure that you illustrate a good understanding of the storyline and the themes in the novel.

· Static Image – Create a new book cover that includes a new blurb and explain why you have designed it the way you have.

· Map – Design a map of Capricorn’s village.

· T.V News Item – Imagine that you are a reporter who witnessed the events that lead to Capricorn’s demise. Interview the main characters to find out what has happened and why it occurred. Find out the opinions of the creatures that found themselves in the new world. Video the news item and show it to the class.

· Writing – This story is told from third person point of view. Choose an important or interesting part of the story and retell it from Meggie’s point of view.

· Board Game – Design a board game for the story. Illustrate the board with the settings, symbols and characters from the novel. For every positive event reward the player, for every negative event penalise the player.

Some ideas for these notes have been taken from Scholastic’s discussion guide to Inkheart.
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