It’s a Try

Vince Ford

Synopsis

For Hamish Fahey, winning the competition to be a ball boy at an All Blacks v. Wallabies test should have been a dream come true.  It isn’t.  Once he becomes famous, (appearing on the Holmes programme and regularly seen out and about with some of the All Blacks), his rugby team friends begin to desert him.  His best friend, Nick, completely shuns him.  He seems to have become a magnet for the best looking girl at school.

Hamish doesn’t want things to change.  As everything becomes more and more complicated and confusing, he starts to wish he hadn’t won the competition.

Text Type

It’s easy to feel sorry for Hamish as he gets swept along in a maelstrom of events that are out of his experience and control.  He tries hard to please everyone, including himself, and finds that it just doesn’t work out.

Vince Ford has his reader join Hamish in the realisation of a dream.  Through Hamish’s experiences the reader discovers that dreams can have barbs in them, unforeseen situations that require decisions. These decisions can be difficult and have consequences that leave a lot to be desired.

Themes covered include superficiality, friendships, decision making, loyalty, teamwork, and family relationships.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The characters are plausible and interesting offering the reader many opportunities to discuss decisions and outcomes.  Dialogue between the characters is animated and often funny, allowing the reader to empathise with them as the story unfolds.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1 – Before Reading the Novel.

· This novel is one in the Sport Max series.  Discuss other books in the series.  What can they predict about this novel based on the other novels in the series?

· Discuss the author, Vince Ford.  His novel 2MUCH4U won the 1999 Tom Fitzgibbon Award as well as the New Zealand Post Junior Fiction Award 2000.  Access Internet sites for information about him and his novels.  Join chat sites discussing his work.

· Read the blurb.  Brainstorm all the group knows about rugby, the training and the competitions. Ensure the whole group is familiar with rugby terms such as ‘try’, ‘ball boy’, ‘All Blacks’ and ‘Wallabies’.

· Discuss the selection of sports teams and the inclusion of girls into rugby teams.  Review the rules of Fairplay and the Hillary Commission.

Teacher reads to the end of chapter 1, while students to read along in their own books, to introduce the characters and set the scene for the novel.

· From this introduction identify the major and minor characters in this novel.  Prepare a profile for each of the major characters.  Add to the profile as the novel progresses.  

· How would you describe the relationships between the members of the B team?  What are your first impressions of the two teams?  Whom do you see as the protagonist?  Who is the antagonist? On what do you base these conclusions?  Discuss these terms.

· Why do you think the Principal chose Hamish as the winner of the competition? Who would you have chosen?  Why? What do you consider to be the main messages the author wanted to convey from this first chapter?

Students read to the end of chapter 7 independently to discover what happens at the All Black test.

Shared Session -2

· Discuss the events of the chapters read independently.

· What does the dialogue between Mrs. Fahey and Nick tell of their relationship?  Can you recall characters from other novels that interact this way?  What feelings does this interaction convey to the reader? 

· Compare your experiences of attending rugby, or another sporting event, with that of Nick.  Describe being in a crowd of excited fans.  Imagine yourself as Hamish on the sideline.  What would he be thinking?  What emotions would he be experiencing?

· Nick seems to have some personal problems in his life.  What do you think they are?  What predictions can you make about Nick and his character as the novel progresses?  

· What do you think will happen to Hamish now?  How will the others treat him?  How will he react to his new stardom?  Imagine yourself in that situation.  How would you behave?  What differences would stardom make to your life?

Students read to the end of chapter 12 to see how stardom affects Hamish’s life, before the next sharing session.

Shared Session – 3

· Discuss the events in Chapter 8 – 12.
· Analyse the personality of each girl.  Compare Vicky and Crystal with Anita and Megan.  How would you describe each of them? Why do they act this way?  Do you consider them to be plausible characters?   Which would you prefer as a friend?  Justify your response.

· Discuss the rugby test between the All Black and the Wallabies.  

· What changes have you noticed in Hamish?  What advice would you give him at this point?  Why?  

· Why does Mr. Herewini stand Hamish down from the game?  Do you think that is fair?  If you were Hamish which option would you have taken?  No one, including his mother, appears to have much sympathy for Hamish once he had made his decision. How would you explain this?

· Andrew accuses Hamish of trying to prove something by bringing the All Blacks to school for the photo shoot.  Is there any truth in his accusation?  Do you believe Hamish had an ulterior motive for suggesting his school as a location for the filming?  Justify your response from the text.

· How do you account for Nick’s reaction to Hamish when they met up at the park?  Discuss the deterioration in their relationship.  Who deserves the major blame for this deterioration?  Why?  Do you think they can save their friendship?  How?

Students read to the end of the novel independently.  Predict the conclusion.  Will the B’s beat the A’s?  How much has Hamish’s life really changed as a result of his stardom?

Shared session – 4  
· Students compare predictions to the conclusion
· Everyone reacted differently to the brandy snap affair.  List the characters and analyse their response.  What conclusions can you arrive at about their feelings for Anita?  Why do the others feel this way about her?

· Andrew Masters showed poor sportsmanship during the final. What reasons did he have for behaving as he did?  What can be done to ensure he demonstrates more control next time?  What do you think were his thoughts and feelings when he ordered the pizza for Hamish?  What would they tell you about Andrew’s real character?

· The Fahey family is very supportive of Nick and his mother during their crisis.  Identify the ways they help. What predictions can you make about the Upjohn family in the future?  

· How would you describe the setting for this novel? Where does it take place?  Why did the author choose this setting for his novel?  How realistic do you consider the setting?  Can you identify with it?  What would you change?

· Identify the main plot.  Discuss the development of the main plot.  Identify the beginning, climax and resolution. What subplots can be identified?  Discuss the development of the subplots.  How well did the novel integrate the plots?  

· Develop an emotions profile for Hamish and Nick.  Identify the emotions they felt during each situation they encountered.  Identify the times when their emotions coincided and those when they were at odds.  How did their behaviour demonstrate their emotions at these times?

Responses to Text Activities

Written Language

· From the information given, what have you found out about Emosi Fa’alogo?  Design a semantic web with ‘Emosi Fa’alogo’ in the centre and organise this information around the outside.
· Vicky has a seemingly unending supply of jokes.  Collect jokes from your class and publish them as a book.  Illustrate your book and give a copy to the library for the rest of the school to enjoy.

· Write a newspaper report of the final between the Flat Hill A’s and the Flat Hill B’s.  Identify a Player of the Day and state why you have chosen this player.

· Analyse the writing style of newspapers such as the Weekly Rave.  Choose an episode from the novel and rewrite it in the style of a Weekly Rave report.
Oral Language

· Retell his experience at the television studio and the Holmes interview from Hamish’s point of view.
· Role-play the situation at Anita’s house when she arrives home after the brandy snap attack.  Include her parents as well as her friends.  
· Organise the Flat Hill Rugby Club prize giving.  Select prize categories and pick a winner from the teams.  Present your prize giving ceremony, in role, to the rest of the class

. 

Visual Language

· Design a new book jacket for this book.  Explain the reasons for the design.

· Design a uniform for the Flat Hill Rugby Club.  Be prepared to justify your design and the choice of colours.

· Freeze-frame a situation from the novel (e.g. during one of the rugby games, the Faheys arriving at the Upjohn house).  Have one of the group play the director to set the freeze frame.  Record the session on video to view later.

Reading

Read other stories in the Sport Max Series.

· Compare the plot of this novel with other novels you have read about sport.  In what ways are they similar, in what ways are they different? 

· What other sports are the main characters interested in?  

· What challenges do they face while pursuing their sport?
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