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JACKO MORAN,

sniper

Ken Catran

Teacher’s Notes:  Nancy Mortimer
It is 1940,Jacko Moran is dying in a hospital as a result of having been gassed in the First World War. He joined up when he was only seventeen, and now, with little time left, is reliving the years in the trenches in Flanders. Many thoughts and people come to him in his mind - he remembers the camaraderie, the friends, the bravery, the stink, the endless hardships and above all his incredible success at being a sniper. He comes from an impoverished background where his father drank and abused the children. This has given him a shrewdness and an ability to survive. But there is also the motivation to prove himself and be recognised for his skills. Through kaleidoscopic vignettes, we are able to be there with Jacko and experience the horrors, the injustices, and the futility of war. Ken Catran writes in immediate language and captures the urgency and pain of what the soldiers went through in their fight against the Germans. There is an incredible ordinary humanity imbued in the story, which is both poignant and vivid. The feelings of a sniper living by his wits, alert to every sound and smell that will  contribute to whether he succeeds is vividly presented. Jacko is given many awards, including the VC, for his deeds. Ken Catran enables the reader to comprehend what makes the man – his black sense of humour and basic justice and the desire to be better than the rest and survive. At the end when Jacko talks with a friend, Jessica Collingwood, there is the understanding that the two have roles in the war which has enabled them to live, whereas in peace time they will be nothing. Jacko dies, happy to go once more into the dark he thrives in – having spent his years since the war trying to escape from the horrific memories of his experiences by drinking and drifting.

The story will be of great interest to pupils from lower to upper secondary levels.

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

· Look at the opening and determine what is happening

· What has been established by the end of the section in italics?

· What is the tone of the text?

· Who is telling the story?

· Where is he?

· What is the sum total of Jacko’s life?

· What does the term Fernleaf mean?

· What is no- man’s land?

· Gallipoli was the first good thing that happened to me (38). Why was this? What does Jacko mean?

· Where did the name diggers come from, and who did it apply to?

· Where does the story take place?

· Describe the term mad minute - there is one reference on page 131
· The language used to tell the story is specific to the characters and time. Make a list of words that stem from the period and the terminology of war.  Compile a list of words and actions that shows Jacko’s background and the contrast with where Rowlands came from

· What interests the soldiers?

· What is a snatch?

· James Duncan is well and truly dead (91). Explain how and why he died.

· Why is there a picture of a dog’s skull in the black and white illustrations?

· How does Jacko find out he has been awarded the highest award for valour? (118)

· Wound of honour. What the hell was that? (140). Explain this comment.

· This war must end, it must (190). Who says this and why does he say it?

· What is mustard gas and what are its effects?

· Comment on what the black and white illustrations add to the novel

· What is the significance of dawn and dark?

· Was it all for nothing? (226)

SPEAKING / LISTENING

Talk about:

· war

· survival skills

· staff officers

· soldiers

· injustice

· relationships

· feelings

· reality

· luck

· ‘faith’

· attitude

· change, 

· choice

· respect

· religion

· facing death

· what makes a good sniper?

· the brutality of war

· the purpose of nicknames

· tactics and strategies

· the place of propaganda

· mateship and what it relies on

· the role of women

· class systems

· those in authority

· deserters

· conscientious objectors like Baxter

· having the courage of your convictions (152)

· doing something you’re good at

· feelings of a sniper and how they operate

· Compile a list of who was fighting and what happened during the course of the war 

· What would it have been like being at the western Front in 1916?

· Choose one incident that you found graphic or moving and retell it in your own words

· There are many instances of humour in this novel. Choose a couple from the text and relate them to the class after you have assessed what they contribute to the story as a whole

· What was the reason for the war to end all wars?
· What have you learned from reading Jacko Moran – sniper by Ken Catran?

· Talk about the style and manner in which this novel is written

· How does the author indicate time passing?

· Why do you think Jacko constantly refers to his father?

· What actions do those in authority take to encourage the others? (105)

· Who is Dead Willi?

· Tell Duncan’s story -relate what happened to him, who was involved and why

· Talk about the conclusion of the novel

WRITING

· Do a pen portrait of Jacko, referring to his background, his prowess, how he operates, his feelings, his motivation and his opinions and outlook on life and anything else you found out about him through reading Jacko Moran – sniper by Ken Catran

· Write a profile of Creel and Jacko’s feelings for him

· Make a list of characters Jacko would regard as mates and what befell each of them

· Write about what happened to Dead Willi

· As a soldier in the First World War in Flanders, write about a day in your life.

· Write a review of Jacko Moran – sniper by Ken Catran for your local newspaper.

THE CRAFT OF WRITING

· Ken Catran writes tense, terse prose portraying  incredibly graphic episodes. Find some examples of this and read them out.

· Look at the way the author uses recurring themes and pictures

– the weather, sights, sounds, hardships, colours are a few – find some more and say what using these contributes to the story.

· Look at the place of: understatement, irony, analogy, humour and cynicism in Ken Catran’s writing.

· There are numerous vignettes that display that the soldiers on both sides are ordinary human beings. Find some instances from the story

· The author paints a vivid picture of the scenery that the war is taking place in. Look at some of these descriptive passages and see what makes them come alive.
· Examine closely the way Ken Catran has presented characters who are both credible and interesting. What ingredients has he employed to do this?

· Determine what italics are used for throughout the story

· The author often gives a succinct account that paints a graphic image of what he is referring to. Find some instances of these from the text and talk about the impact they had on you.

· Look at how the author portrays the horrors and reality and futility of war

· Look at the place of contrast in Ken Catran’s writing

Further reading

· The poetry of Siegfried Sassoon, and Wilfred Owen.

· Accounts of soldiers in All’s Quiet on the Western Front and To the Last Ridge  W.H.Downing
About the author:

Ken Catran has published some twenty Young Adult novels, has been a finalist five times in the New Zealand Best Teenage Fiction awards, and his books have been published in the US and the UK. His previous Young Adult books for Lothian are The Golden Prince, (shortlisted for the 1999 NZ Post Awards and a CBCA Notable Book (1999), Talking to Blue and the sequel Blue Murder (winner of the 2002 Ned Kelly Award for Junior Crime Fiction), Tomorrow the Dark and Voyage with Jason, which won the NZ Post and Best Teenage Fiction awards in 2001. In the Takeaways series he has written Fries and Artists are Crazy and other stories. In the Crime Waves series he wrote Road Kill and Dawn Hawk, which is currently listed for the NZ Post awards.

Odysseus   will be published in September.

