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Synopsis

When Jillie opts to run in the school marathon rather than take part in the compulsory fun sports day, she knows that she must do something about her training.  Her new neighbour, Wolf – short for Wulfstan, is an accomplished marathon runner and she turns to him for coaching and advice.  

As Jillie’s confidence and ability grow, so does her determination to succeed.  Her friendship with Wolf develops and her resentment towards him, for moving into her best friend’s house, diminishes as they train together.  Wolf has helped her to achieve her goal and now she (Jellybaby) is going to help him achieve one of his.

Text Type

A first person narrative, this story introduces Jillian Bailey, also known as Jillie and Jellybaby.  Jillie is a strong female character who faces her own personal challenge and perseveres, going on to achieve her dream. The situations faced and the characters met are believable.  Jillie’s dilemma is a valid crisis faced by students everyday.  Her resolution offers hope and encouragement to those who find themselves identifying with her.  

Themes covered in this novel include friendships, facing challenges, grieving, family relationships, coping with change, and perseverance.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The book flows along with a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing Session 1 – Before Reading

Read the synopsis on the back cover and study the initial illustrations by Jennifer Cooper. 

· What predictions can you make about this novel?  What other novels can you recall that deal with a similar topic?

· Discuss attitudes held by the group about running, marathons, and school sports. 

Teacher to read to the end of the first chapter to introduce the characters and set the scene.  Students to read along in their own books.

· Jillian’s nickname is “Jellybaby”, Mr Leggett has the nickname “Leg-it”.  Discuss nicknames.  Why are they used?  Where do they come from?  How are they chosen?  What is the feeling of the group towards the use of nicknames?

· What is Jillie’s dream?  How realistic do you think it is?  What does her dream tell you about Jillie? What information have you found out about Jillian that could be important?  How would you describe Jillie after this first introduction?  Begin a character profile for Jillian and add to it as the novel progresses.

· What encouragement or advice would you give to Jillie and Zena about sports days at school?  

Students read to the end of chapter 4 independently to find out more about Jillie and her new neighbour.

Sharing Session  - 2

· Discuss the students new knowledge of Jillie and Wolf

· Why was Jillie so upset when she saw new people moving into Kate’s house?  Was her reaction justified?   Why do you think that?

· Why do you think the character, Aunt Rilla, is in the novel?  What could be her purpose?  What are your first impressions of Aunt Rilla?  How would you describe her interaction with her niece?

· Jillie is determined not to like the Sinclairs.  What happens to make her change her mind?  What can you predict about the future of their relationship?

· What information has Jillie discovered about Wolf so far? What questions would you like to ask him?  Discuss and record possible answers for these questions for reference later.  Begin a character profile for Wolf that can be added to throughout the novel.

· What impressions have you gathered about Jillie’s school and her teacher? How would you describe Mr Leggett’s relationship with his class?  Is he a believable character?  Justify your response.

· Discuss the significance of Beth’s reaction to Jillie’s suggestion of taking books for Wolf to read.  Why do you think Beth decided not to say what was on her mind?  Record your thinking about the significance of this for discussion later in the novel.

Students read to the end of chapter 7 to discover the secrets of Jillie’s marathon training.

Sharing Session – 3

· Is it usual to share books with people you have only just met?  Why did Jillie take some books for Wolf?  What does this action tell you about Jillie?  How do you think she felt about his reaction to her gesture?  What details support what you have said?

· List some of the reasons Jillie might have for preferring to run the marathon than compete in the fun sports day.  Survey the group as to their preferences and reasons.

· Do you think Zena should have told Jillie about Wolf’s troubles with reading?  What determines whether a secret should be kept or not?  Discuss Jillie’s reaction to this information.  How could this information affect her feelings and relationship with Wolf?  What do you think she will do about this information?

· Jillie was faced with a dilemma when Aunt Rilla gave her the running gear.  How would you have handled this situation?  What does Jillie’s handling of the situation tell you about her character?  What would you advise her to do now?

· Identify the main events in chapter 7.  Categorise them in order of importance for Jillie.  Justify your selection.

· Refer back to the character profiles you started on Jillie and Wolf.  Discuss recent events.  What values, attitudes and information have you discovered that could be added to your profiles?

Students read to the end of the novel to find out if Jillie succeeded in her quest to complete the marathon.

Sharing Session – 4

· Discuss the students predictions of the novel’s conclusion.

· What message does the author send to her readers when Jillie continues to train on her own after Wolf is injured?  How realistic do you consider this to be?  What does Jillie learn about herself having made this decision?

· Jillie’s parents will not let her walk the nine streets to Zena’s house nor train on the roads. What could this be telling the reader about the setting of this novel?  What could this be telling the reader about Jillie’s parents? Do you consider these restrictions to be appropriate in light of your conclusions about the setting of this novel?  Justify your response.

· Aunt Rilla assures Jillie that she is helping Wolf as much as he is helping her.  Apart from the marathon training, in what ways are they helping each other?  Do you consider one is helping the other more?  Justify your response.

· If the pink gear had not turned out to be acceptable, what changes do you think would have occurred in the novel?  How would these changes have effected the conclusion to the novel?

· How would you describe Jillie’s relationship with her mother and father?  What instances and events substantiate this conclusion?  

· Jillie is going to have to prepare for some important changes in her life when her aunt leaves and Kate comes back.  What changes can you identify as likely to occur? What advice would you give her to help her prepare and cope for these changes? 

· The author has suggested that this novel has been written as the result of a promise.  Do you think this is so?  Where could the idea for this novel have come from?  Which parts do you consider more likely to be true events?  Why?  Which characters would you consider to be real people?  Why?  

Response to Text Activities

Written Language

· Meeting new people can be difficult for all parties, but especially for children. What advice would you give to people meeting for the first time?  Make an advice list for parents and for children to help cope when faced with meeting new people. 
· Write a letter back to Kate from Jillie telling her about the recent events.  Consider the tone of the letter in light of the recent changes in Jillie’s life.  Decide what information should be included and what excluded.
· List all the words of advice Jillie imagines Wolf is whispering to her during the course of the marathon. How can you verify if this is good advice?  Identify resources to which you could refer for information of this sort.  Prepare an illustrated brochure of this information.
· Prepare a semantic web for one of the characters.  Put a picture and the name of the selected character in the middle of the page and fill in the information around the name.  
· Write a short biography for one of the characters.  Leave the character unidentified and see if the rest of the group can identify him/her from the biography.
Oral Language

· Discuss the sharing of favourite books? Share the title and a short synopsis of your favourite book.  Identify the reasons why this book is considered your favourite.
· Use the information from chapter six to establish Zena’s expectations for her afternoon at Jillie’s place and retell the events of the afternoon from her point of view.

· Listen to some radio sport commentaries and identify the style and technique. Retell the marathon event as a radio commentary.

· Hot-seat the characters.  When asked a question the characters must answer accurately from information given in the novel.  If the information cannot be supplied from that source, the characters may improvise.  

Visual Language 

· Conduct a survey within the group about preferred sports.  Present the information as a graph.

· Brainstorm information about marathons, the training for a marathon and the history of this sport.

· Allocate parts for the characters and re-enact the scene at the dinner table on pages 16-20.  Rewrite this scene from Wolf’s point of view and act that version.  Select another person from the scene and show the experience from their point of view.  What differences do you notice about the versions?  Discuss the importance of considering of another’s point of view in situations.

· Prepare a map of the marathon route.  Include a scale and key.  The school marathon is 8 kms long.  Ensure that the whole route is accounted for. Include landmarks identified in the novel.  Illustrate and colour your map.

· Identify the ways in which the illustrations have been used to help the reader.  Locate other work by Jennifer Cooper and compare her style over several books.  Is her style easily identifiable?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of illustrations in novels?

· Identify the main events and have the group contribute to a wordless version of this novel.  

· Design a set of running gear for a marathon runner.  Consider the materials used and justify your choice of fabric and colour.  Include footwear and headwear in your outfit.  Present your  concept to the rest of the group.
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