Jenna’s Wave

Steve Dickinson

Synopsis

Kited out in her brother’s cast off flippers and wetsuit, Jenna’s first encounter with the waves takes place on an old bodyboard.  Exhilarated by her rides Jenna sets about learning how to surf.  

Jenna knows what it is like to be rejected.  She has already been rejected from the rugby team.  She knows how to handle the hostile reactions of the male members of the surfing fraternity.  Rejected by many, supported by few, Jenna’s determination to succeed sees her conquer her fears and persevere to become ‘the best’.  

Her main supporter and coach, Mickey Downs encourages Jenna all the way.  But Mickey is a mystery. Why does he spend his time roaming the beach, searching for the perfect wave? Why is he so secretive?

Written in the third person, this novel introduces Jenna, a high-scoring rugby player who is refused permission to play rugby at school, or for her club, because she is a girl.

Her reaction to this rejection is very real and the reader will empathise with her as she struggles to face her disappointment.  However, Jenna is made of sterner stuff and she sets her sights on surfing.  No one can take this away from her.

Jenna is a plausible character to whom the reader easily responds. As Jenna perfects her skills the reader enters her world of surfing.  Together they face frustration, disappointment and rejection.  Together they overcome all, with fierce determination and a strong desire, not only to be the best, but also to appreciate and love the power of the sea. 

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and four independent reading sessions.

During the sharing sessions ensure that the students have many opportunities to contribute to and think about ideas that may be new to them.  Encourage students to think critically about the author’s points of view and the themes covered in the novel.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Introductory Discussion

· This novel is one in the Sport Max series.  Discuss other books in the series.  What can they predict about this novel based on the other novels in the series?

· Read the Author’s note at the end of the novel and the dedication at the front.  What impression do you gain of the author, Steve Dickinson?  Why do you think he has written this novel?  How qualified do you think he is to write a novel on this topic?  Why?  

· Brainstorm the group’s knowledge of surfing, surfers, and the culture of surfing.  Where has this knowledge come from?  How are the thoughts and opinions of the group formed about the world of surfing?  

Chapters 1 – 7 (pp. 5 – 45)

Students are to read these chapters independently before the next shared session.
Comprehension

· How would you describe Jenna’s reception at the selection meeting for the school rugby team?  Why did she not expect this rejection? 

· What was Russ’ suggestion to take her mind off her rejections?  Why did she agree to go with him?  What was the result of her going with her brother?

· Who lent Jenna her first real surfboard?  To whom did it originally belong?

· What is a ‘grommet’?  How could Jenna tell the other two surfers were ‘grommets’ too?

· In what ways did the boys try to make Jenna’s life miserable at school and at the beach?  How did she respond to this?  How did she feel about their treatment of her?

· Why did Russ consider that Jenna was becoming fixated with surfing?  What were the signs of her fixation?

Discussion

· Discuss the rugby coach and his treatment of Jenna when she turned up for the rugby meeting.  Why did the coach act this way?  Was he being fair? How could Jenna have responded to this treatment?  Why did she leave?   What advice would you give to Jenna in handling situations like this in future?
· Having met Jenna and her family how would you describe the family?  What have you found out about them? What do you imagine living in that family would be like?  List the positive, negative and interesting things about Jenna’s family.

· Even in these first few chapters Jenna has learnt a lot about surfing.  Devise an information chart for beginning surfers based on what Jenna has discovered so far.

· Why do you think the boys are treating Jenna so badly?  Have you experienced such treatment?  How did you deal with it?  Where could Jenna go for help against such bullying?  Should she seek help?  Justify your response.

· What do you think will happen now?  Discuss your predictions and be prepared to justify them with reference to the text.

Chapters 8 – 12  (pp. 46 – 87)

Students are to read these chapters independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· Why did the boy in the red wetsuit push Jenna off her wave?  Why did Russ support the boy’s actions?

· Apart from actually surfing, what other important things is Jenna learning about surfing?  Why are these things important?

· What does Mickey mean when he says that Jenna hears the ‘music’?  Why does he consider that to be important?

· What did Mickey tell Jenna to do during her first lesson?  Why did she have to keep her eyes shut?  What did she learn as she bodysurfed to the beach?

· What lesson did Jenna learn when she was first driven to the bottom by the waves?  How did Mickey explain it to her?

· What does Jenna mean when she considers herself to be Mickey’s ‘protegee’?  

Discussion

· Identify the major and minor characters in this novel.  Describe their relationships with Jenna.  Which characters could be considered her friends and which characters do not like her?  What is the underlying reason for this dislike?  Is there any way Jenna could become friends with these characters?  How?

· Mickey has a very different way if coaching.  Identify the characteristics of his coaching style.  Why do you think he believes in being ‘in tune with the sea’?  How does Mickey’s coaching differ from the advice given to her by Russ and Griff?

· Identifying a rip is very important when swimming at a surf beach.  What information is contained in this novel which could prove important when caught in a rip?  What advice does Mickey give about managing a rip?

· Why do you think Jenna followed Tama out to sea?  Do you think he expected her to follow him?  What would you have done in this situation?  How did they support each other during this episode?  Discuss how each of them would have been feeling about themselves and about each other.

· Tama enjoys the support of the other surfers.  Discuss his relationship with Jenna.  Why does he continue to champion her?  What effect does his support of her have on the other surfers?  Why?

Chapters 12 – 17 (pp.88 – 147)

Students are to read these chapters independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· What was so dangerous about Penn’s Gully?  How had Mickey survived his rescue attempt?  What would be his advice to others in a similar situation?

· Why could Jenna not surf in the competition?  What was her reaction?  Who tried to help her?  How did they feel about the rejection?

· Whose board did Jenna use when she went to the rescue at Penn’s Gully?  What had happened to the surfer?  How did she get to him?

· How did Russ react when he saw Jenna walking back along the beach after the rescue?  Why did he react this way?  How do you think he was really feeling at that time?

· What did Jenna expect to find when she heard a splash in the water behind her?  What had made the splash?  What did they do together?  What did Mickey have to say about her new-found friends?

· Where had Jenna met Royden Jenks before?  What did Russ and Griff think of Royden?  How would you describe him?  

Discussion

· Jenna’s rescue of the surfer bore a startling resemblance to the rescue Mickey made.  What were the important facts he gave her that ensured she succeeded in her attempt? How would you describe the surfer’s reaction to Jenna?  What would he have been feeling as he looked up at the watchers on the cliff? 
· Jenna had a wonderful experience surfing with the dolphins.  Discuss other situations when dolphins have played with people.  Consider Opo and Polorus Jack.  Has anyone in the group swum with the dolphins?  Describe the experience.
· Royden Jenks has displayed very poor sportsmanship on several occasions.  Discuss his encounters with Jenna. 

· Jenna has been subjected to several sexist remarks and names in order to humiliate her.  How does she react to these remarks?  Discuss the adage “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me.”  How true does the group consider this to be?  Justify your response.

· Exactly how high is a seven foot wave?  Use a measuring tape to determine the height of the wave.

· Discuss the competition that Jenna has entered.  What do the competitors have to do?  How are they organised?  How is the winner determined?

Read to the end of the Novel (pp. 148 – 181)

Students are to read these chapters independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension

· What was the board Mickey gave to Jenna made from?  What type of board was it?
· How many waves did Jenna have to surf in the competition?  How many minutes did she have?

· What did John Caxton mean by a ‘hell barrel’?  How did Jenna manage to surf it?

· Why was Jenna so afraid when she finally got out the back?  What happened to her in the rip?

· Why did Tama scream at Jenna not to go?

· Jenna won second prize but also was given the winner’s trophy.  Why was that?

Discussion

· Jenna’s parents both came down to watch her in the competition.  How did they react to her hair?  What was their attitude to her being in the competition?  How does your opinion of the family now differ to your opinion at the start of the novel?  How and why has your opinion changed?

· How will Jenna’s relationship with the other surfers be after the rescue and her performance in the competition?  Do you think the surfing community will accept her now?  Will she be able to take part in future competitions?

· Identify the author’s point of view about the place of females in sport.  How does the group feel about this issue?  Are there any sports that should be considered off-limit to girls?  Justify your response.

· What do you predict will happen now?  Will Mickey continue to teach Jenna?  Will she go on to beat Tama?

· Who was the Mickey who taught Jenna?  Could this have really happened?  Would Tama believe Jenna if she told him about Mickey?  How would she be feeling having heard that Mickey was dead?  Have you read other stories that have a ghost helping someone?  Discuss these stories.  

Response to Text Activities

Written Language

Editorial

Investigate the editorials in several newspapers.  Each member of the group is to write, as the editor of your class newspaper, an editorial about Jenna and her story.  Be prepared to take a point of view and maintain it throughout the editorial.  Publish your editorials. 

Investigate the Letters to the Editor in several newspapers.  Members of the group are to write at least two letters to the editor either supporting or disputing the editorial’s stance about Jenna.  Group members may continue the correspondence debating the issues.

Character Analysis

Write three facts and three opinions about one of the characters.  The facts must be substantiated by evidence from the text.  The opinions must be justified.

Sequel

Choose one of the characters and develop a life for him/her after this novel.  Be prepared to justify your character’s life.  

Glossary

Every sport has its own language.  Design a dictionary of terms used by the surfing community.  Provide a definition of each word and an illustration if necessary.

Oral Language

Discuss the selection of sports teams and the inclusion of girls into rugby teams.  Should the selection rules be different for boys and girls?  Why?  What is the opinion of the group about mixed boy/girl sports teams? Review the rules of Fairplay and the Hillary Commission.  

Another point of view.

Retell Jenna’s surfing competition from another’s point of view.  Consider Russ, Griff, Royden or her parents as possibilities.  Ensure that the character is maintained during the retelling.  Express the emotions and feelings of the character.  

The Expert

Invite an experienced surfer to your class and interview him/her about the surfing community.  Prepare your questions in advance and ensure your guest has had time to prepare answers.  Video the interview.   Show a video clip of a surfing competition and have your guest identify and describe the events.

The Community

Develop a surfing community at the beach where Jenna learns to surf.  Each member of the group is to take a role as one of the surfing community, include Tama, Russ and Griff as well as Royden and the others.  Identify yourself; tell about your personal surfing history and your relationship with Jenna.  State your opinion of her and what you like or dislike about her.  Justify the inclusion of your character in this novel.  

Jenna’s Story
Within a three-minute time frame have Jenna tell her own story from her exclusion from the rugby team to her taking second place in the competition.  After she has finished, have others in the group hot-seat her for extra information.  If a question is asked that cannot be answered from the text, Jenna must answer in character.

Visual language

Freeze Frame

Freeze frame a scene from the novel.  Select an event and have the students make up the scene.  Freeze the scene as if for a photograph.  Have a director analyse the scene and recommend changes of position, expression, attitude etc.  Regroup and freeze again as directed.

The Trophy

Investigate the designs of other trophies and the inscriptions on them.  Design a trophy for the surf competition. Make a cardboard replica of your trophy and present it to the group with an explanation of your design development.  Justify and explain your choices during the development of your design.

Other Reading

Read other stories in the Sport Max Series.

· Compare the plot of this novel with the other novels about sport in this series.  In what ways are the plots similar, in what ways are they different?

· List the sports played by the characters in the other Sport Max stories.  Determine the individual sports and the team sports.

· What challenges do these characters face as they pursue their goals?  How similar are these challenges to the ones faced by Jenna?  
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