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Synopsis

Juniper is a beautiful and popular 14 year-old girl. She has many friends and a handsome boyfriend – 7th former Kingsley Blayd. However, Juniper has an interest that sets her apart from her peers. She is obsessed with all things medieval. Her room contains an impressive collection of medieval treasures - bunches of dried herbs and flowers, pictures of castles, brass rubbings, a beautiful stained glass window and a shelf ready to hold the ornate silver chalice that Juniper knows will soon be hers. She even has straw on the floor!

In addition to Juniper’s penchant for all things medieval she is also telepathic. When she discovers that the new boy at school Dylan Pidgely is a talented artist she realises that he would be the perfect person for her to conduct her experiment of telepathic image exchange with. And he is. The experiment is a success right from the start. Soon the pair have established a strong telepathic bond. Through mediation they are able to travel through time to medieval London and record their experiences.  However, Juniper soon becomes obsessed with the experiment. She gets drawn further and further into another time – one that seems to be happening simultaneously with the present and begins to threaten the future…

Text Type

This is a fast-paced novel that will appeal to teenagers of both genders. Although it is written from third person point of view the reader gets to know the main characters intimately. Juniper is a likeable heroine who is mysterious and fascinating. Her home life is unorthodox and her open-mindedness refreshing. Dylan is unsure of himself and his home life is such that he looks to Juniper for an escape. We share his angst and pain as he falls for Juniper but she continues to hold him at arm’s length. This novel contains many sophisticated concepts such as Einstein’s theory about time and Carl Jung’s revelation of the collective unconsciousness, so would be best suited for good readers.

It is easy for the reader to make a leap of imagination and be swept along on the journey through time. Jordan’s writing is extremely detailed and imagery is expertly created so that the reader can almost see, smell, taste, touch and feel what Juniper and Dylan are experiencing. 

Themes include friendship, love, family, time and spirituality.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over 5 teaching sessions and 4 independent reading sessions.

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and events in the novel. Allow them to clarify words and ideas and make predictions. Encourage them to think critically about the concepts introduced in the novel and the themes covered. The suggested activities allow the students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suit a range of learning styles.

Introducing the Novel

· Look carefully at the book cover and read the blurb. Who are the main characters in the story? Can you speculate about what Juniper’s experiment might entail? What is Dylan’s special gift?

· Read the opening chapter of the novel. What is the girl doing that the older woman does not approve of? Can you think of some reasons why the old woman doesn’t approve?

· This scene obviously takes place in the past. Use the clues provided to work out approximately when.

· The wine chalice that the girl owns is pictured on the cover of the novel. It is going to be important in the story. Can you think of how and why this chalice may be introduced later in the story?

· What does the girl see that causes her to cross her self?

· Using the information contained in this chapter and from the book cover, make some predictions about what might happen in the story.

Students read Chapters 1-8 (pp. 5-66) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 1-8 (pp. 5-66)

· How old is Juniper? What sorts of things is she interested in?

· Why does Dylan faint? How does Juniper react to this?

· What piques Juniper’s interest in Dylan?

· Who is Kingsley Blayd? How does Dylan describe him to his father?

· Why does Juniper invite Dylan over? What is his reaction to her suggestion?

· Why doesn’t Dylan take art at school?

· Describe the process that Juniper and Dylan go through when they try telepathic communication for the first time. What does Juniper visualise that Dylan draws?

· What conflicting feelings does Dylan experience when he and Juniper attempt telepathic communication for the second time?

· What advice does Marsha offer Dylan?

· What do we learn when Juniper salvages the torn drawings? Why was she angry when she sent Dylan the images?

· Where does Juniper find the old factory? Why is Dylan so concerned when he finds out where she has been?

Discussion

· Juniper is an unusual name. Find out what it means. Do you think that this name may have special significance to the story? If so, why?

· Describe Juniper’s relationship with her mother. What is her home life like?

· What do we learn about Dylan’s family? How do his father and then his mother react when he says that he is going to Juniper’s house? In what ways do you think that Dylan’s parents feed his insecurities?

· Do you believe in ESP? Have you ever had any strange experiences that might have been connected to the supernatural? What qualities do Juniper and Dylan possess that might make them more receptive to supernatural forces than other people?

· Dylan obviously has romantic feelings towards Juniper. Is the feeling mutual? Why do you think Juniper acts differently towards Dylan at school? How does Dylan feel about this remoteness? Is Juniper only using Dylan? Why/why not? How do you think their relationship is going to develop throughout the novel?

· Can you predict where Juniper’s and Dylan’s psychic abilities are going to lead them?

Students read chapters 9-14 (pp. 67-127) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 9-14 (pp. 67-127)

· Describe what Marsha sees when she examines the drawings in the attic. Why is she so astonished by what she finds?

· How has the book on medieval architecture influenced Juniper’s life? Describe her bedroom. What is the hand-carved shelf for?

· Why did Dylan get a detention? 

· How have Juniper and Dylan developed their ability?

· Describe Dylan’s experience in medieval England. How does this experience mark a turning point for Juniper and Dylan?

· What upsets Kathy? How does Tom react when he comes home and finds her gone?

· How does Dylan feel when his parents argue?

· Explain in your own words how Juniper creates the medieval scene for Dylan to draw.

· What realisation does Dylan come to about Juniper’s motive for getting him involved in her experiment?

· What is the name of the girl who Juniper has a connection with? Who is her fiancé?

· How does Juniper feel when she is in the past? How does she get back to the present?

· Why is Marsha so concerned about Dylan?

· How does Dylan rescue Juniper?

Discussion

· What changes are we beginning to see in Dylan’s character? Why does he feel like Juniper is the only good thing in his life? How does he behave when he is around Juniper? How does this contrast with how he behaves at home? 

· In this section of the book we see another side to Juniper. What is she afraid of? How does her weakness bring about a role reversal in her relationship with Dylan?

· What sort of pressure does unemployment place on a family? What challenges do Dylan’s parents face?

· Explain Juniper’s concept of time. Do you believe that this theory has validity? Why/why not? 

· When Juniper is in another time she has an intuition that warns her not to disturb anything there. Do you agree with this? What could happen if she does alter something?

· Now that we have learned about Juniper’s experience with the chalice speculate as to the importance of the opening chapter of the book. Who are the woman and the baby? Could they be the reason why Dylan has a sense of foreboding?

· How would you feel if you had a similar ability to Juniper and Dylan? What sorts of experiments would you conduct to test your powers?

Students read chapters 15-20 (pp. 128-188) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapters 15-20 (pp. 128-188)

· Why does Dylan’s mum leave? How does Dylan react to the news?

· What does Dylan miss about not seeing Juniper?

· Who do Juniper and Dylan go and visit? How does he react to their revelations? What is the name of the Abbey that Dylan has drawn? Why are Juniper and Dylan excited to find out this information? What does the man say that confirms Juniper’s intuition?

· What discovery does Dylan make about his mother?

· In your own words explain the importance of the opening scene in the novel. How does Juniper feel after she realises that Johanna has seen her?

· Where do Juniper and Kingsley go on Saturday night? Why do they leave early? What do they argue about on the way home? What qualities does she tell him that Dylan has? 

· How does the accident occur? Describe what happens when Juniper and Kingsley are trapped in the car.

· How do Juniper’s feelings towards Dylan change after the accident?

· What information does Martha reveal to Dylan about Juniper’s father? Why does Martha believe that Dylan is good for Juniper?

· Why does Dylan still have feelings for Juniper despite how she treats him? Where does Juniper agree to accompany him to? How does Dylan react to the news?

Discussion

· Dylan’s mother’s departure marks a turning point in the story and causes Dylan’s relationship with Juniper to change. What changes occur and how does Dylan deal with them? Is Tom being fair to his son? What does Dylan miss the most about Juniper? What does the fact that he is “grateful for her friendship on any terms” tell us about him?

· Describe Juniper’s boyfriend Kingsley. How does he behave at the party? Why do you think Juniper went out with him? If you were Kingsley how would you feel about her relationship with Dylan?

· Juniper’s inner voice is warning her about something. Dylan has also experienced a sense of foreboding. Do you think that the voices were warning them about Juniper’s accident or could something else be about to happen? What could this be?

· Do you think the fact that Dylan can communicate with Juniper telepathically is a good thing or a bad thing for him? Justify your answer. Why do you think that the telepathy only works one way?

· Explain how the author builds up suspense in this section of the story.

Students read Chapter 21 to the end of the book (pp. 189-228) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension Chapter 21- 23 (pp. 189-228)

· Describe what happens in Juniper’s first two dreams. Why is Martha so worried about her when she wakes up? What is Juniper convinced is happening to Johanna?

· How do Juniper’s dreams affect Dylan?

· What concerns does Tom express to Dylan about his relationship with Juniper? What do we learn that Dylan feels responsible for during this exchange?

· As Juniper’s terrible nightmares continue what does she discover?

· Why does Mr Shirazi’s dog go berserk?

· Can you think of an explanation for how Agnes ended up in the present day?

· Why does Juniper believe that Johanna’s torture isn’t over?

· Why does Marsha make the decision that Juniper should no longer see Dylan?

· What made Marsha change her mind about this?

· What good news does Juniper have for Dylan?

· Why does Dylan suggest to Juniper that they limit their “flying” and concentrate more on the present? How does Juniper react to this?

· Describe the scene that Juniper and Dylan witness when they visit Johanna for the last time. How did Dylan and Juniper support Johanna as she died?

Discussion

· Dylan’s father comments on the changes in his son since he met Juniper. How has Dylan changed throughout the story? Has Juniper’s influence on him been mainly positive or negative? What qualities does Juniper have that attract him so strongly to her?

· How does Juniper change throughout the novel?

· Explain the connection between Juniper and Johanna. How is it that at times Juniper feels that she is Johanna and at other times she is able to watch events as a spectator? Do you think that Juniper would have had this connection with Johanna if she hadn’t found the chalice?

· What part of the novel do you consider to be the climax? Why is this event important? What do the characters learn about themselves from this event?

· What messages does the author want us to learn from this novel?

Activities

Research – conduct some research into witches and how they were treated in medieval times. Present your findings to the class on a poster, in a power point presentation or as an oral presentation.

Scriptwriting – chose an exciting part of the book to write a script from. When the script is written choose people to play the characters, rehearse and then perform the play to the class.

Letter – write a letter to a friend about this novel. Explain the storyline and describe the characters. Explain your favourite parts of the story and why you liked them. Give your personal opinion about the story and why you recommend it.

Storyboard- design a storyboard for an exciting section of the story. You may wish to choose Juniper’s car accident, Johanna’s capture or her death. Refer closely to the story to ensure that you show events accurately. Write a caption under each frame.

Debate – organise a debate about whether mental telepathy actually exists. Allow a three minute speech and a right of reply.

Web Page – design a web page for this book. The purpose of your web page is to advertise the book and show that you have an understanding about the main themes and characters in the story. Include the title and author of the novel. Make your layout attractive by including appropriate pictures and symbols. Give a brief plot summary that illustrates your knowledge of the events in the novel and explains the themes. You may wish to include links to related topics such as autobiographical information about the author, medieval England, witchcraft and Einstein’s theory about time.

Character Profile – complete a character profile for Juniper. Draw a picture of her and include information about:

· Her background

· Her interests

· Her feelings, attitudes and behaviour

· Her special abilities

· Her relationships

· Her good qualities and her bad points

Back up your ideas by making specific references to the text.

A day in the life – imagine that you are Johanna living in medieval times. Complete a piece of poetic writing that describes a day in her life. You will need to reread appropriate sections of the text and you may wish to complete additional research to ensure authenticity.

Teacher Notes: Vicki Gyde
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