Just Looking Thanks

David Hill

Synopsis

For Joel, the prospect of his father remarrying is the final straw.  He has never come to terms with his parents separating and now this marriage is just too much.  

His solution is to disappear and take up residence at North City Plaza.  He knows that living rough is not going to be easy, but little does he know how hard, and dangerous, life is to become.

The novelty of living in the Plaza wears off very quickly for Joel.  Only his pride and the loss of his wallet, (the contents of which turn up at the scene of a robbery) keep him from returning home.  His reality turns to horror when he discovers that those, whom he thought were helping him, were actually using him for their own ends.  

Text Type
Running away seems to be the easiest solution for Joel when he is faced with an unacceptable situation.  The temptation to cause grief and heartache, to teach his parents a lesson – these are the motivating forces that lead him to a life on the streets, or in the Plaza.

David Hill presents the unglamorous reality of running away.  The reader joins Joel as he develops the everyday survival strategies for finding food, for maintaining hygiene regimes, and ensuring somewhere safe to sleep. The novel also allows the reader to follow Joel on his journey of self-discovery.  

Themes covered include family relationships, survival, and friendship, growing up, and caring.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

During the sharing sessions ensure that the students have many opportunities to contribute to and think about ideas that may be new to them.  Encourage students to think critically about the author’s points of view and the themes covered in the novel.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1 – Introducing the Novel

Introductory Discussion

· Discuss what this story will be about from the cover illustration and blurb.

· Discuss running away as an option. Identify the major and minor problems that could confront Joel when he decides to live at the North City Plaza.  Record these problems for reference later in the novel.

Teacher to read the first chapter aloud to establish the characters and the setting.  Students are to read along in their own books.

· What are your first impressions of Joel?  List the key information about him, his appearance and his character.  

· Discuss his reaction to his father’s impending marriage.  Is he being fair to his father and Rosie? Is he being realistic?  Why?  Compare his reaction to that of other characters in other novels.  

· Draw the floor plan of the North City Plaza.  Add to your plan as you read the novel.  

· Discuss shopping at Christmas time.  What are the good things about Christmas shopping? What do you consider to be the worst things about Christmas shopping? 

· Discuss the Christmas atmosphere of your childhood.  In what ways has the atmosphere and anticipation changed as you have become older?  Describe your perfect Christmas.

Students read to the end of chapter 7 independently to find out how Joel manages his life at the North City Plaza.

Shared session 2

· Discuss what has happened to Joel, so far.

· Mrs O’Carroll was not very worried at being discovered by the security guard.  Why could this be?  How would you describe the security guard’s manner as he talked to her?  Refer to the text to justify your response.

· Joel had his food paid for by the businesswoman.  Discuss his actions. Do you consider what he did to be right or was it wrong?  Justify your response.

· Discuss Joel’s reaction to Tyler and his offer of friendship.  What does his relationship with Tyler tell about Joel?   How would you describe the interaction between the two boys?  How does the friendship benefit each boy?

· When Joel tries to open the yellow steel door, he finds it is locked.  What advice would you give him at this stage?   What do you think he should do now?  Why?

· Why do you think the security guard offered Joel a job?  What could his motive have been?  Do you consider that Ms. Hotton really needs an assistant? 

· Do you think his parents will be missing Joel at this time?  If they are, what do you think they will be doing about it?  How will they be feeling?  Have two of the group play the characters of Joel’s mother and father and hold a telephone conversation in which they discover he is missing.

Students read to the end of chapter 13 to find out if Joel can continue to fend for himself and survive on the street.

Shared Session 3

· Discuss the events that have occurred in the story.

· Since the yellow door was locked Joel slept in the car park.  He found his food in a rubbish bin.  Do you think Joel made good decisions in these instances?  What other possibilities could he have considered?  How well do you consider he copes with making decisions?  

· If you were Marnie, what would you do now that you know Joel is listed as missing?  Justify your response.

· What do you think are the things that Joel is missing most?  What does this tell you about him?  What would be his major reasons for returning home at this stage?  Do you think he will go back before he is found?

· What are the problems facing Joel now?  How do these problems compare with those he faced when he first came to the Plaza?  What has caused his situation to change?  What could he do to minimise his future problems while living at the Plaza?

· Each person who encounters Joel in the Plaza will have a different opinion of him.  What do you think would be the opinions of Karl, Mrs O’Carroll, Ms Hotton, Mrs Lynch, Tyler and Marnie?  How would they each arrive at their point of view?  Which opinion do you most identify with?  Why?

Students make predictions about the ending then read to the end of the novel to discover whether Joel returns home.

Shared Session 4

· Discuss the ending of the story and compare to predictions

· Joel has learned some very important lessons about himself and his family relationships during his time in the North City Plaza.  In what ways has he changed?  Which instances do you consider have had the biggest influence on him?  

· If each of the characters had a piece of advice for Joel, what do you think that advice would be?  

· Timeline the sequence of events that took place during his last night at the North City Plaza.  

· Identify the setting of this novel.  Why has David Hill chosen this setting for his novel? How has the season and the time of year effected this novel?  Discuss the differences that would be necessary to set this story in winter.  

· Discuss the relationship between Joel and Marnie.  Draw up a semantic web for Marnie. Fill in details of her character as they have been revealed in the novel.  Identify the characteristics that you consider would attract Joel to her.  Why would they be friends?

Responses to Text Activities

Written Language

· What advice would you give to Ms Hotton to improve her business?  Plan a campaign for saving her business.  Include radio and television promotions for her business. 
· Investigate the organisations and agencies that have been set up the help people at risk.  What agencies could Joel have turned to for help when he was facing his relationship problems?  How could he have accessed these agencies?
· Compare the North City Plaza with a shopping plaza near where you live.  In what ways do they appear to be the same?  In what ways are they different?  What other things would you expect to find in a shopping plaza?  List what you consider to be the essential ingredients for a shopping plaza.  Justify your selection. 
· Tyler has a large repertoire of jokes.  Collect jokes from members of the group. Illustrate and publish them for other members of your class to enjoy.
· Brainstorm Down syndrome.  Write two key questions each for locating information about Down syndrome.  Combine your information and publish an information brochure about Down syndrome. 
· What other ways could Joel make money while hanging around the North City Plaza at Christmas?  Make a list of possible employment opportunities and what you consider would be fair payment for that work.  Select one of these jobs and write an advertisement for it.
· David Hill has written many novels.  Discuss his writing.  What type of genre does he usually write?  What can the reader expect from a David Hill novel?  What type of person would you expect his main character to be?  Why? 

· Prepare a list of his novels. Identify his award winning novels. Write a synopsis and a short review for each of his other novels. Locate Internet review sites that discuss his writing.  Join a chat group about one of his novels.  Submit your reviews to one of the web sites.  Locate information and write a biography of David Hill.

· Discuss novels written about characters coping with separation or divorce and the remarriage of a parent.  Analyse the ways the authors have allowed these characters to cope with the events. 

For Author information – about David Hill go to

 www.scholastic.com.au/profiles
Oral Language
· Hot seat each character about their role that last evening.  Ask questions about their involvement and their opinion of the events.

· Marnie’s cousin is an undercover policeman.  Discuss the role played by undercover policemen in society.  State your point of view about their role.  

· Choose one of the characters and retell the events of that last evening from their point of view.  Limit your retelling to three minutes.  Include their feelings, emotions and thoughts as the events unfolded.

· Organise a reunion for the characters five (or ten) years into the future.  Have each character tell of their life from that night until the present.
Visual Language 

· While Joel and Tyler were at the plaza that last night with Ms Hotton and Karl, what were Mrs Lynch, Marnie and Joel’s parents doing?  Role-play these characters during this time. 
· Many hairdressing salons have puns in their names.  Go through the yellow pages telephone book and locate salon names that use puns. Examine the logos and slogans.  Invent your own hair salon name.  Design a logo and slogan for your salon.
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