Killer Moves
Denis Edwards

Synopsis

______________________________________________________________
Jack plays in the school rugby league team.  He wants to beat Carlton Park in their next game and get into the rep team. It seems like everyone is depending on him to help his team win and he doesn't want to let them down. He thinks that his sisters might be able to teach him some moves that will help him win the match and be noticed by the rep team selector. However, getting his sisters (who are more interested in boyfriends than in little brothers) to help him did not go according to plan and he ends up in real trouble. His sisters eventually decide to help him out. Susan teaches him ballet and Jenny teaches him karate. Both girls enjoy the torturous paces they put Jack through while he is learning the necessary moves. But the torture pays off. The team doesn't lose their game and Jack makes it into the rep team.

Text Type

______________________________________________________________
Killer Moves is a novel in the 'Sport Max' series aimed at sports loving kids who want to read about their sports. It is realistic fiction where children will identify strongly with the main character and the challenges associated with competitive sport. Through discussion groups they will be able to explore the concepts of coping with pressure, fulfilling the expectations of others and acceptance of the different values others place on different sports. This novel is written in the first person.

Sharing the Novel

______________________________________________________________
This novel can be shared over three teaching sessions and two independent reading sessions. Group discussion is essential for close reading of the text and for exploring children's opinions and values about sport.

Sharing Session One - Before Reading

______________________________________________________________
Discuss what is happening in the cover picture, then read the blurb.

•
Why is Jack worried about playing Carlton Park?

•
What does he mean by 'killer moves'?

•
Do you have any brilliantly successful moves that work for well for you when you want to win an important match? Explain.

Read to the end of chapter eight to find out what Jack's killer moves might be and who is going to help him learn them?

Sharing Session Two - During Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
What is Jack's plan for learning some killer moves?

•
How do you feel about his plan?

•
What problems do you think Jack might have in learning the moves?

•
How would your own sisters react to you if you asked them for help?

•
How would you go about getting their help if they were unwilling?

•
How do you feel about ballet and karate? Explain your thinking.

•
Why wasn't Jack altogether confident about Brent's plan?

•
What do you think will happen now?

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session Three - After Reading

______________________________________________________________

•
What made Susan and Jenny decide to help Jack learn some ballet and karate moves?

•
Why do you think they enjoyed teaching Jack?

•
Why do you think the whole family went to watch Jack play against Carlton Park?

•
How does Jack feel about ballet?

•
How do Mum and Jenny feel about league?

•
How do their views compare to your own?

•
What does this tell us about what people value in sport?

•
What do you think the relationship between Jack and his sisters will be like in the future?

•
Has anyone ever put pressure on you to do well? Explain the situation and how you felt about it?

•
What messages do you think the author wanted us to think about after reading this novel?

Follow Up Activities - Using the Text

______________________________________________________________

Processing Information
Draw a sociogram showing the relationships between Jack and the members of his family. Use two different colours, one to show the relationship at the beginning of the story and the other to show the relationship at the end of the story.

Find out more about one person who has excelled in either karate, ballet or rugby league. Present your findings as a chart. Be sure to plan the layout and presentation.
Presenting

Choose one of either ballet, karate or rugby league, whichever you don't know much about. Prepare a set of questions you would like to ask an expert in order to learn more about that sport. Find someone in your school whom you could interview. Have someone video the interview. 

Act out the scene in chapter nine when Jack releases his rat. Make a list of the props you will need, who will make them and from what materials. Assign roles and rehearse your play. Present it to the class.

Make a poster advertising your chosen sport and calling for new members. It should include information about how to join, where practice or classes are held, costs and equipment required.

