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Synopsis

Zac and Rex have been friends for as long as they can remember.  Fishing buddies.  Together they have caught and released fish from the ocean and fish from the lakes.  Now things are changing.  Rex, and his determination to turn every encounter into a challenge and competition, has finally gone too far and Zac has had enough.

Big Boris was the final straw.  One last verbal exchange and the friendship was over.  Over, that is, until the big fishing competition.  There is only one way to win this competition and that is with teamwork.  Rex and Zac must resurrect their friendship and work together as a team to win.  

Text Type

This is a story of changing relationships, growing up and friendship.  The events mirror the lives of all teenagers as they experience the ebb and flow of growing to adulthood. 

This novel may be a first introduction to the sport of fishing for many readers.  Themes of conservation and the value of life are very evident through the actions and voices of the boys and adults.  Cruelty is dealt to and sportsmanship is honoured.

Sharing the novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions.

The book flows along in a style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The verbal interaction between the boys is lively and their relationship is believable.  

During the shared sessions allow the students to put forward their thoughts and opinions.  Encourage them to think critically about the author’s points of view and the themes covered in the novel.

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge students’ thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Introductory Discussion

· Examine the cover Sports Max Series

· Discuss the sport of fishing. Why is fishing considered to be a sport? What is the opinion of the group of fishing? What types of fishing has the group enjoyed?  Brainstorm the group’s knowledge about the sport.

Students read chapters 1-7 (pp. 5-50) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 1-7

· Where are the boys fishing at the start of the novel?  What are they fishing for?  What do they intend to do with the fish they have caught?

· When the two boys fished at Muriwai Heads who caught the first fish?  Why was it so important to Rex to be first?  What is Zac’s attitude to this type of competition?  Does a little competition make the sport more interesting?

· Why did the boys think Boris was brainy?  What did he do to get this reputation?  Why were the boys so determined to catch Boris?

· When Rex went onto the headland what rules did he break?  What were the first signs of danger?  How did he react to the situation he found himself in?   In what ways was Zac able to help his friend?

· How does Zac’s father’s experiences of fishing as a boy compare with Zac’s?  What fishing techniques did he use?  What was he fishing for?

· What did Rex do that was the final straw for Zac?  Why did he do it?   What was the result of his actions apart from loosing the friendship?  How could he have saved the situation?

Discussion

· Zac and Rex thought the group of older boys on the wharf was being cruel.  Compare the attitudes of the two groups to the treatment of the sprats.  Where do you think these attitudes come from?  What does this attitude indicate about the boys?  Which attitude do you share?  Justify your response.

· Describe in your own words the terrain around the rock pool.  What do you think makes this particular place so appealing to the boys?  What are some of the dangers associated with this place?  What do you think their parents would say if the knew about these dangers?

· Why do you think the rescue at the headland turned into a fight?  How do you explain the tension between them?  How could this situation have been saved?  What advise would you give the boys at this point?  How would this scene have been different had Zac gone to the headland rather than Rex?  Why did the author choose to let Rex go?

· What could Zac do to stop Rex being so competitive?  Do you think what Rex is doing and saying is so bad?  Do you think Zac could be over-reacting to the situations?  Justify your response.  Why do you think Rex might be so competitive?

· Insults and name-calling.  “Sticks and stones will break my bones but names will never hurt me.”  What is the reality of name-calling?  How does name-calling compare with having a nickname?  Which one is the more hurtful?  Why?  Where do these names come from?  What can be done to stop name-calling?

Students read chapters 7-13 (pp 51-82) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension - Chapters 7-13

· What was the name of Zac’s father’s boat?  Where were they going?  What were they going to do?  How did Zac feel about going on the boat with his dad?  How were things for them?
· What did Zac use to stab the kina?  Why did he stab it?  What happened after its shell broke?

· What is the technique Zac uses to catch paua?  How does this work? Where are they found?

· What does it mean when you are ‘in the chair’?  Who was ‘in the chair’ first?  What type of fish did he catch?  What did he do with it?

· What was Zac’s reaction to the fish Rex caught the day they all went diving?  What type of fish did he land?  Why did Zac react that way?  Was he being fair to Rex?

· How well did Rex and Zac handle the first day of the competition?  What did they catch?  Why did Zac’s dad insist they take the fish back to be weighed?

· What did Blondie get for bringing home the biggest catch on the first day?  What type of fish did he catch?  How did he react to his win?

Discussion

· There is immediate aggression between Blondie and the two boys when they meet.  Is it justified?  What began the fight?  Who fuelled the flames?  Is there any way that it could have been settled at that point?  What do you consider to be the basis of the aggression?  Refer to the text to substantiate your claim.

· What do you think Zac’s father thought when he came upon the boys fighting?  How did he handle the situation?  What should he have done?  Do you think he had any idea what was going on?  Did he believe Rex’s explanation?

· Do you think the two fathers took advantage of the ‘no adult help’ rule?  Why did they insist on the boys doing all the preparation?  

· On several occasions the author uses the term girls when referring to Rex and Zac.  Refer to page 64 “You girls had a domestic?” and page 81 “You girls still here?” And “That’s it, girls, off you go…” How are the references supposed to make the boys feel? How appropriate do you consider this reference? 

· Outline what you think may happen next?  Why?  How do you see the relationship between Rex and Zac developing?  How much do you think their fathers will influence their friendship?

· What do you understand about the fishing competition at this point?  What are the rules?  What is the prize?  How is the winner determined?  How does this competition compare with other competitions you have been involved with?

Students read chapter 13- the end of the novel (pp. 83 – 122) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 13 to the end

· What was the weather like for each day of the competition?  What effect does the weather have on their fishing?  What are the preferred conditions for fishing off a boat?

· What had Blondie and the shrimp done to Zac’s father’s boat?  How did Rex’s dad react when he saw it?  Why did he not go after the boys at that point?

· What was Zac’s first reaction when he thought he had a shark on his line?  What type of shark was it?  How did the shark manage to pull him over?  Why couldn’t he get away from the shark?  Who came to save him?

· What do you understand by the tag pole (p 98)?  Why did Zac choose to use that rather than kill the shark?  How did his father feel about that option?  

· Why did Rex’s dad put the bait knife out on the seat when Zac caught the big marlin?  What did he intend to do with it?  What help did Rex give him as he struggled to land the fish?

· How did they know that the marlin had survived its tangle with Zac?  How did they feel when they saw it?  

· Who won the major prizes?  What were the prizes?  Why were Zac and Rex so hysterical when Blondie collected his prize?  How did Blondie react when he won?

· How well did Zac and Rex manage their first outing in their own boat? What does the exchange between the fathers, as they watched the boys try to row the boat, tell of their own past relationship?  

Discussion

· What would have been the reactions of those on the boat as Zac disappeared over the side?  Describe, in your own words, what would have happened next. Retell this episode as Zac telling it to his mother.  Retell it as he would tell his friends at school.

· Blondie is demonstrating very bad sportsmanship in his attitude to the others.  How does his attitude compare with Rex when he gets competitive?  What similarities and differences do you notice between them?  Could Rex recognise some of those traits in himself?

· Why did Rex and Zac agree to release the marlin?  What were they thinking at this point?  What does this incident tell you about the two boys?  Do you think Blondie would have released the fish?  If they had landed it and taken it back, what would have become of the marlin?

· There are many forms of fishing.  Brainstorm the many ways people fish and the reasons they fish.  On page 105 they refer to set nets.  What are these?  How would they be considered hazardous to fish?  

· Which part of the novel do you consider to be the climax?  What influence did it have on the rest of the novel?  What lessons did the characters learn about themselves as a result of this climax?  

· How did you feel about Rex and Zac at the conclusion of the novel?  Do you think they will continue to be friends?  What would you advise them to do about sharing the boat?  

Responses to Text Activities

Glossary
As with all sports there are terms and words particular to the sport of fishing.  Write glossary of terms and words specific to the vocabulary used in this novel. Provide illustrations for your glossary.

· Weather Chart
At the start of each chapter there is a location and weather condition.  Collect the information for each location and graph the results.  Note the prevailing wind and weather for that area.  What general statement can you make about the preferred weather conditions for fishing?

· Fish Charts

There have been many breeds of fish mentioned throughout this novel-both fresh water and salt water.  Locate picture of these fish, identify them and write a short synopsis of their habits.  Display your information as a chart for the class to share.  Perhaps you could donate your chart to the school library.

· Storyboard.
Design a storyboard for the capture of Boris.  Refer to the book (pp. 44-50) for accuracy.  Write a short caption under each picture.

· Alliteration
On page 50 the author has used alliteration in his descriptors- former friend and climbed clumsily. Investigate the use of alliteration in 

writing.  Using a  thesaurus, design sentences using alliteration.  

Share your sentences with the group.

· Colloquialisms
The two fathers have a wealth of colloquialisms and sayings specific to fishing.  Design and illustrated a comic of these saying to share with the class. 

· Role Play
There was an extremely tense and frightening situation when Zac was dragged off the boat by the shark (pp.95-97).  Develop a role play of this scene.

· To start your role-play, draw an outline of the boat and set your characters.  

· Freeze-frame the opening scene. 

· Each actor should stay true to the character in the novel.  

· Re-enact this scene using speech.  

· Try it again as a mime. 

· Introduce props. Place the chair, rods etc as they would be on the boat and revisit the scene.

· Shark Attacks

In the novel Attacked by G. Brassi, there is an incident of a shark attack on people who are fishing.  Read this novel and compare the incidents. In what ways are the attitudes of the characters similar?  In what ways are they different?  What do these novels indicate about the attitude  of the  authors towards sharks and fishing?  

· The Great Debate
Organise a debate.  Allow a three minute speech and a right of reply.  Possible moots could be:
 

· Game fishing competitions should only be allowed if they are tag and release.

· Recreational fishing should be banned in New Zealand

· It’s not the way you play the game, it’s whether you win that is important.
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