Mayday!
G. Brassi

Synopsis

MAYDAY! - from the French ‘m’aidez!’ meaning ‘Help Me!’  

For Lee, her Dad and cousin aboard the stricken boat, there is no one to help them.  They can’t use the radio- it doesn’t work.  Fixing it was another of the jobs Uncle Matt was going to ‘sort out sometime,’ along with the leaking dinghy and the faulty wiring.  

A lapse of concentration sees the Bella run aground on Richard’s Rock, kilometres away from any help.  With the dinghy only big enough for two, Dad prepares Lee and Joey for an epic row to land, and safety.  Dad must stay behind with the sinking Bella and hope that help arrives before he is forced to take to his raft of foam cushions, risking the ocean - and the sharks.

Text Type

Written in the first person, this novel takes the reader on a roller-coaster ride of emotions from joy and laughter, to fear and absolute terror.

G. Brassi has developed in her female character, thirteen year old Lee, a hero who faces adversity with determination and courage.  The reader is drawn into the adventure, echoing her emotions as she masters her fears, and rowing ability, taking her cousin to safety.  The expression of her feelings for her family, and especially for her little cousin, reveal her as a character to be liked and admired.

The reader is exposed to good boat safety and survival skills.  A lesson in the necessity of maintaining safe and sound boating equipment is included.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. The book flows along with a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. Themes include family life, survival, safety at sea, decision-making, overcoming fear, cause and effect and consequences.

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feeling and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Sharing sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

.

 Sharing Session 1 – before reading the novel

· This novel is another in the Scholastic Extreme series.  Discuss your expectations about the novel with the word Extreme on it.  What type of novel will it be?  How would you describe the style of this type of novel?  

· From the cover illustration what can you predict about the story?  What could have happened?  How old would you expect the characters to be?  What could be their relationship?

· Read the blurb on the back cover.  What predictions can you make about the story?  Record your predictions to refer to after the novel has been read.

· Locate this part of New Zealand on a map.  Who has been there?  What can be brainstormed about this place.  There are two boat courses-one longer than the other.  What could be some of the reasons for the differences in course and distance?  

· Share nautical adventures experienced by the group.  What did you learn from the experience?  What would you do differently next time?

Teacher to read the first chapter to establish characters and setting.  Students to read along in their own books.

· Discuss the characters so far.  Have any of your predictions been confirmed?  Do you wish to modify any of them?

· What type of music do you think Lee has hidden in her jacket?  What music do you think Dad would like to listen to?  

· What did Lee mean by Dad being a bit ‘fragile’? In what ways does he display his fragility?  How does he cope with his wife being away?  How would you describe Lee’s relationship with her father?  Justify your reply.

· What similarities and differences do you notice about Dad and his brother Matt?  How do you think Dad feels towards his younger brother?  How would you describe Lee’s relationship with her uncle?

· Lee’s dad was reluctant to take the boat out by himself.  What do you think made him change his mind?  Identify the key arguments Uncle Matt used to make him change his mind.

· Aunty Jude is very sensitive to Lee’s needs without her mother around. What are your first impressions of Aunty Jude?   How can she help Lee?  What things would Lee talk to her aunty about?    

· Using a mind map format, describe each character and identify the relationships between the family members. 

· What predictions can you make about the novel based on the information gathered so far?  List the key facts that support your predictions.

Students read to the end of chapter 3 independently, to see if your predictions are correct and to ascertain how the characters react under dire circumstances.

Sharing Session 2

· On pages 30 and 31 Uncle Matt mentions three things that are not in good repair.  How do you think these will factor in the rest of the novel?  Which of them do you consider to be the most serious safety issue?  Justify your reply.

· What does the term ‘knot’ mean when referring to the weather?  What other meanings does this word have?  

· Refer to the map.  Why do you think Slipper Island has that name?  Locate the place on the map where they would have been when they saw the launch pass the Island.  

· Prepare a time line of the events leading up and immediately after to the grounding.  Discuss the reactions of each of the characters.  What do their reactions in a time of crisis tell you about them? 

· How do you explain Lee’s feeling that her mother was beside her?  What could cause this?  Is this a common reaction?

· How realistic do you consider this chapter?  How has the author made the events so realistic?  

· How do you think Joey would be feeling about the grounding of the Bella and the subsequent events?  Select a situation in this chapter and thought- track Joey through it.  What is he feeling?  How is he coping?  What alternatives would he have tried?

· If the inflatable had been holed, rather than just grazed, what do you think they could have done to survive?  Brainstorm alternatives that would ensure their survival.

Students read to the end of Chapter 5 to discover how Lee and Joey survive and what difficulties they faced.

Sharing Session 3

· Discuss the decisions leading up to Lee and Joey leaving the boat.  What other options were there?  What will they do next time to ensure their safety?  What have you discovered about the setting for this novel in light of the difficulties the children encountered?

· Examine the things that Dad packed into the backpack.  What other things would you have packed?  What do you consider unnecessary?  Why?

· What was Dad thinking when he put his gold ring into the wallet?  Why did he do this?  What was Lee thinking?  Do you think Dad should have told Lee why he did it?  Would she have understood?

· What do you think Dad would do next now that the children were on the dinghy?  What would be his priorities?  How do you think he feels about their chances of survival?  How about his own?

· Refer to the map at the start of the novel and locate where the characters are now?  

· Discuss characters from other novels, or real life, who have pushed themselves beyond their limits to survive.  What do their feats tell you about these people?

· Now that Lee and Joey are safe, what will they do?  What are their priorities?  List them in order of importance.

· If the three of them had tried to make it ashore in the dinghy, what do you think could have happened to them taking into account the island’s coastline?  What decisions would have been different?  How would they have effected the rest of the story?

· Lee’s mother is not actually present in the story but still has a presence.  Using a ‘noises-off’ technique, have her issue instructions for Lee follow that would ensure their survival on the island.

Students read to the end of the novel independently and share with Lee and Joey the drama of their rescue.

Sharing Session 4

· Discuss their rescue and the events leading up to it.  How realistic do you consider the events and situations the children encountered?

· List all the things that Lee did that contributed, in any way, to their survival and rescue.  Organise the list in order of importance.  What things would you have done differently?  Prioritise your list and justify your priorities.

· What do you consider to be the biggest discomfort or problem to face Lee and Joey?  How did they overcome it?  How does this compare to what you have done?

· Discuss the emotions that the children would have experienced from when they saw the launch start to leave until they were on board it.

· What facts do you think the children would have told the people on the Coastal Warrior when they first got on board the launch?  What information would have been crucial?  Why?

· Why do you think Lee was so resentful towards the media?  Were the media accounts accurate?  Was there any evidence if media bias?  Examine media reports to identify examples of media bias and determine the level.

· How do you explain Joey’s attitude to leaving the bottles on the sanctuary?  What does this tell you about Joey?

· How is it similar or different to other novels in the Extreme series?  What do you consider to be the main ingredients for a successful adventure story?

· What do you think would happen to Lee and her mother if Dad had not survived?  Detail the events and give reasons for them.  What effect would his death have on the other characters in the novel?

· Brainstorm the main events in the story and sequence them (1) in order of occurrence (2) in order of importance.  

· Refer back to the predictions you made during the introduction to the novel.  How accurate were they?  

· G. Brassi asks in the endnote if you have ever had an adventure.  Plan your own adventure. Outline your plot.  Prepare the storyboard.  Identify and describe your characters, their appearance and their personalities.  Describe your location.  Share your planning with the rest of the group.

Written Language

Read other books in the Extreme series:- The Gap, Trapped, The Quake, Storm and Attacked also by G. Brassi.

· What do you understand by a ‘pun’?  Explain the pun that Lee thought her uncle made on page 15.  Practise making puns within the group.  List the qualities of a good pun. 

· We read quite a lot about Lee’s admiration for Joey?  Examine the feelings Joey would have for his cousin.  Make a Venn diagram to illustrate their feelings for each other?  How are they similar and different? 

· What other ways could Lee have set up a distress signal? Contact the Coastguard to investigate the official and internationally recognised marine distress signals.

· Investigate the law in regard to sanctuaries.  Which of these laws should we employ in everyday life?  Brainstorm conservation rules that could be used by your school, 

· On page 135, locate the sentence ”Feet tattooed across the planks.” This is an example of a metaphor.  Write some other metaphors about feet.  Illustrate your metaphors and share them with the rest of the class.

·  Write a sensationalised and biased newspaper report about the grounding and rescues.  Whom does it favour?  Why?  Include a headline, picture and caption.

· Write a newspaper report about the grounding and rescues from Lee or Joey’s point of view.  Can you determine bias in these reports.  Whom does it favour?
Visual Language

· Draw a plan of Uncle Matt’s workshop. What are the advantages of having an organised work area?  Discuss workshops you know. How does his workshop compare with those you have seen?

· Design a shadow board for all the equipment you have in your pencil case.
· Locate a marine chart of this area and discuss the navigational aspects of it.  Discuss the safety regulations for boating off shore.  Talk to the Coastguard and obtain the official information about boating and safety requirements for coastal waters of New Zealand. 
· Hot seat the three characters, interviewing them about their thoughts and feelings after the grounding of the launch. 
· What have you learned from this novel in the Extreme series?  How will you use this knowledge in the future?  Design a poster that will convey your message to others.
Oral Language 
· Complete an investigation into knots.  Make a display of different types of knot. Explain their properties and uses.  Present a lesson to another group teaching them how to make some basic knots used in sailing. 

· The operation of putting the children into the dinghy was very difficult and dangerous.  Retell how it was done from Joey’s point of view.  Include his emotions and feelings in the retelling. 
· What is a GPS?  Investigate it and report back to the rest of the class.
· Retell this story within a three-minute time limit.  Retell it with a partner – one at a time, one sentence each.  Retell it with a partner – one at a time, one word at a time.
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