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Plot Summary

Bingo Best arrives at Mercury Beach with her nerdy sister, her actress mother and her ill, TV-exec father.  In no time at all she finds herself involved with three locals – Freddie, Max and Storm – as they work to make a success of the proposed Royal Romp, devised by the townsfolk to raise money for a new hall.  Although the children are not thought to be of much use when it comes to organising and earning money, it is soon apparent that the success of the Romp will hinge on the efforts of Bingo’s group – Best Communications.  They quietly and efficiently organise publicity and fund-raising schemes after first arranging ‘seed-money’ from the local bikie gang.

The relationships and politics of Mercury Beach are put under a microscope as tempers fray and plans for the Romp come under threat.  But Bingo holds her little group together, despite worrying about the failing health of her father.  The only reward she seeks for all her efforts is a smile from him.

Near the end of the romp it becomes apparent that the only real money collected has come from the efforts of the children, and it is again left to Bingo to salvage matters by holding a ‘rave’ for the young people as the adults continue to stage grand events but fail to make much of a profit.

Themes

The idea underlying this story is the triumph of sensible children over the bickering and in-fighting of adults.  Time after time the Best Communications quartet find practical solutions to problems which confound the adults.  This is a story which celebrates team-work and what can be achieved through it.  Throughout the story the reader is offered the parallel of the children’s world and the adults’ world.  While, on the whole, adults do not get seen in a kindly light, those who do support the children in their efforts get a sympathetic hearing.

The family relationships which surface from time to time lend a serious tone to proceedings.  Bingo’s father’s illness puts a strain on the whole family, while Max’s concern for his father’s job is touching.  Freddie is coping with a mother whose relationship with the local policeman is still at the rather tentative stage, while Storm’s mother is a rather embarrassing throw-back from the 1960s.

The reader is also required to re-examine some stereotypes.  For example, the local bikie gang is seen to be positive in its support for the children’s charitable work, although it is acknowledged that the sources of the money they donate could be suspicious.  Schoolteachers are shown up as self-centred and the local policeman is from the old ‘heart of gold’ school.  The international celebrity who agrees to help Bingo is refreshingly engaging.

Ideas of lesser importance to the story are no less topical...Serious illness is an idea which must be faced by the Best family, and Mr Best’s continuing struggle surfaces from time to time in the story.  Racial harmony and the value of true friends also play a part, as when Bingo considers the differences between her old Auckland friends and the new ones she has made at Mercury Beach.  It is no coincidence that, when Storm is mugged, the muggers are girls from Auckland.

Extension Activities

1. The author goes to a great deal of trouble in the very early stages of the book to emphasise the differences between the Best family and their Mercury Beach neighbours.  How many specific examples of these differences can you find in the first three chapters?

2. One of the skills which make Bingo an effective leader of Best Communications is the ability to get the most out of her co-workers.  She is careful to apportion tasks to appropriate people and never puts people on the spot by asking them to do something they cannot or do not want to do.  Find examples of this skill from the story.

3. One of the great ideas the children had was to personalise all the letters they sent out to ratepayers about the Royal romp.  On a computer , type out the letter (on p80-81) and format it as you think Jess would have done it, and add Storm’s decorated envelope.

4. Design a poster to advertise the ‘rave’ which Baron attended (details p169-70 & 173-4).  Make sure you include all the relevant details.

Crossword Clues

Across

1 The initial financial backers for Best Communications.

4 The major fund-raising idea for The Convocation for Twelfth Night.

7 The beach location of this novel.

9
He gave Bingo an envelope to take to the bank in the morning.

10
Bingo’s actress mother.

11 The type of marketing undertaken by Best Communications.

13    The potential queen paid the first ‘tax’ to Best Communications.

16
The winner of the Queen Competition.

19
The type of school Mr Tupu did not want his son to go to.

20
What Freddie had to do to his muscles before his big swim.

21 A black poodle.

Down

1
Pat Graves’ mode of transport.

2
Rei Bone’s relationship to Freddie’s mother.

3
Bingo’s real name.

5
He is training to swim Cook Strait.

6
A type of tax imposed by Best Communications.

8
A black poodle.

12
She is dangerously ill after being mugged.

14
He is a celebrity guest.

15
What the cast of Twelfth Night had to do.

17
What Freddie does to his skin before his big swim.

18
Paul Holmes is his ‘absolute hero’. 

