[image: image1.jpg]PHILIP REEYVE

MORTAL
ENGINES





Mortal Engines



Philip Reeve

Synopsis

London, a large traction city, is on the move again. It has re-entered the Great Hunting Ground and with the help of Medusa, a piece of old tech discovered by the great historian Valentine, it plans to break through the shield wall and find new prey. 

Hester Shaw and Tom Natsworthy have both been betrayed by Valentine. They embark on a perilous journey back to London to try and stop the city before it becomes responsible for the deaths of thousands of innocent people. The odds are against Tom and Hester, despite the help of the anti-tractionists. London has sent a stalker, Shrike, to hunt them down and kill them.

Meanwhile, back in London, Valentine’s daughter Katherine is slowly realising that her father is not the man that she thought he was. She feels morally obligated to stop the Lord Mayor Chrome from using her father’s discovery, even if it means dying for her cause…

Text Type

This is a superbly written science-fiction novel. Hester and Tom’s adventurous journey provides endless excitement for the reader. The story is set in the future and contains many sophisticated and concepts. It would be best suited for good readers. The main characters are courageous – particularly Tom, who must go against everything he has been taught in London, to do what is morally right. The story is a little dark in places and humans are exposed to be weak and greedy. Many main characters lose their lives in the fiery showdown that marks the climax of the book. 

Themes include the idea that when people are under pressure they forget the civilised way of doing things, good versus evil, human weakness, greed, the future, beauty comes from within and the idea that it is noble and brave to die for others.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be shared over 5 individual reading sessions and 6 shared sessions.

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and ideas in the novel. Allow them to clarify their understanding of words and events in the story and encourage them think critically about the concepts introduced and the themes covered. 

The suggested activities allow students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suit a range of different learning styles.

Shared Session One

· Study the cover illustration for the novel and read the blurb. Make some predictions about the story. Does the title give you any clues? How can London, a huge city, move? What do you think the Great Hunting Ground might be? When do you think the story may be set?

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 aloud. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 3-23)

· Where has London been hiding? Why has it chosen now to return to the Great Hunting Ground? What do you think static cities are?

· Where does Tom work? What sorts of things are housed there?

· Who turned London into the first Traction city? What is Municipal Darwinism?

· How did Tom’s parents die? What do you think the Big Tilt was?

· How many Great Guilds run London? Which Guild is the most powerful? Which Guild does Tom belong to?

· What do you learn about Valentine? Why is he Tom’s hero? How does he make Tom feel like a grown-up?

· Who is Katherine? Where did she used to live? How did she get Dog? 

· Who are the scavengers? Where do they come from and what do they do?

· Who do you think the girl is? Why might she want to kill Valentine?

Discussion Chapters 1 and 2

· From the clues given in the book describe how the traction city of London looks. How many tiers are there? What is located on each tier? How do the tiers reflect the hierarchy in London’s society? Where is the gut? What is below London that allows it to move?
· Give some possible reasons why traction cities were invented. What happened in the world that made living on solid ground unappealing?
· How does London capture its prey? Describe what happens to the captured towns in the gut. Why is it important the historians are there when a town is processed?
· Valentine admits that the electronic machines created in the old days are far beyond anything that has been created in the future. Why do you think this is? How did all the old technology get lost?
· Describe how the author of the story has captured your interest in the first 2 chapters.
Students read Chapters 3 - 9 (pp. 24-72) independently before the next shared session to find out why Hester wants to kill Valentine.

Comprehension Chapters 3 - 9 (pp. 24-72)

· Describe how Tom feels when he saves Valentine’s life. How do his feelings change when he sees the girl’s face? Why do you think Valentine threw Tom done the shute?

· Tom has never been in the Out Country. Describe how he would have felt when he suddenly found himself there with Hester.

· What do you learn about Magnus Chrome? Why do you think he wants to make sure that Hester and Tom are really dead?

· How do the Londoners feel about people who live on bare earth? Why do they feel this way?

· What happened to Hester’s parents? How did she get injured? 

· Why did Wreyland drug Hester and Tom? What resources are becoming scarce for traction cities?

· What is Shrike? What kind of special abilities does he appear to have? How do you suppose he knows Hester?

· How do Hester and Tom escape from Speedwell? Who helps them fly away?

Discussion Chapters 3 – 9

· How is the Out Country different from the world that we live in? How do you think these changes occurred?

· Do you think Hester has the right to avenge her parents’ deaths? Justify your answer.

· What do you think the Medusa is? What might London use it for?

· Where do you think London is going? Major Chrome obviously has a great plan. What do you think it is?

· Valentine is taking his airship 13th Floor Elevator on a special mission for Chrome. What do you think he is going to do?

Students read Chapters 10-16 (pp. 73-126) independently before the next shared session to find out how Hester outwits Shrike.

Comprehension Chapters 10 - 16 (pp. 73-126)

· Why do you think Miss Fang wants to find out where London is going? What does Tom tell her? Why do you think he lies?

· What happened to Motoropolis? How do the scavengers behave when the Jenny Haniver flies overhead? What does the situation with Motoropolis suggest about the state of the Hunting Ground?

· Describe the town of Airhaven. Why does the Jenny Haniver go there?

· What sort of food do Anna Fang and the others consume at the Inn? What do you think has happened to the food that we eat today?

· How do Tom and Hester escape from Shrike at the Inn? How does Hester “outwit” him a second time?

· What is a stalker? Where did they originate from?

· How does Hester know Shrike? Can you explain why he once saved her life but now wants to kill her?

· Where do Hester and Tom escape to after Shrike is run over by the city? How is this place different from London?

· What does Katherine witness on her trip to the underdocks? How do you think this amazing discovery will affect her?

· Why doesn’t Pod tell Katherine what he saw? 

· What do you think is going to happen to Hester and Tom now that they have been captured by pirates?

Discussion Chapters 10 – 16

· Describe the character of Hester. What does she look like? How has her disfigurement affected her? What has she experienced in her life? Why does she think Shrike is lucky to have no feelings? What good and bad characteristics does she have?

· Do you agree with the principles of Municipal Darwinism? Should larger towns be able to destroy smaller towns? What happens to the inhabitants of the towns that have been destroyed? What are some of the problems with this system?

· Do you think that it is ethical for Chrome to resurrect dead people and use them for his own ends? Justify your answer.

· Describe London’s society. What is the class system? What sorts of things are young Londoners taught? How do they treat their “criminals”? Do you agree that human life seems to hold little value? Why/why not? Does the London of the future seem like a place where you would want to live? Give reasons for your answer.

Students read Chapters 17-23 (pp. 127-187) independently before the next shared session to find out what Medusa is.

Comprehension Chapters 17 - 23 (pp. 127-187)

· How does Hester know Peavey? Why does Peavey let Hester and Tom go? Peavey could be described as a comic character. What does he do that seems funny or silly to you?

· What is the name of the city that is hunting London? How do you think Londoners feel now that it is their city under threat?

· What realisation has Katherine reached about London society? Why is she willing to risk her own position in this society and possibly even her life by attending this meeting?

· Why is Peavey taking Turnbridge Wheels to the Black Island? Who attacks them before they are able to get there? How is Turnbridge Wheels trapped? What happens to the inhabitants of Turnbrige Wheels?

· Who does Peavey choose to take with him in the lifeboat? What does this tell us about his character?

· How does Peavey die? Why do his men turn on him? Why do Mungo, Maggs and Ames hate Tom?

· How do Katherine and Bevis infiltrate the secret meeting? How does Katherine inadvertently draw attention to them?

· What is the Medusa? What does London plan to do with it? 

· What does Shrike plan to do with Hester once he has killed her? How does Hester feel about this? Why do you think she feels this way?

Discussion Chapters 17 – 23

· Discuss Tom’s relationship with Hester. How has it developed and changed? 

· We learn that the world as we know it was destroyed by the 60 Second War. Do you believe that it is possible that the world will be destroyed by nuclear weapons? Why/why not?

· Discuss the minor climaxes that have occurred so far in the novel. Can you predict what the major climax of the story may be?

Students read Chapters 24-30 (pp. 191-242) independently before the next shared session to find out what happens when Katherine confronts Valentine.

Comprehension Chapters 24 - 30 (pp. 191 - 242)

· Why is Tom so upset that Anna Fang works for the anti-tractionist league? What are the aims of the league? What reasons does Miss Fang have for being a member? Do you believe that Tom’s continued loyalty to London is warranted? Justify your answer.

· Which Guild allies itself with Katherine? What reasons does this Guild have for being concerned about Chrome’s plans? How do they help Pod?

· Describe the city of Batmunkh Gompa in your own words.

· Tom has conflicting emotions when he sees Valentine in Batmunkh Gompa. Why is this? What decision does he finally come to? What is Valentine doing in Batmunkh Gompa?

· What horrible realisation does Katherine come to after she talks to Arkengarth?

· How does Miss Fang die? What effect does her death have on Tom?

· What shocking piece of information is revealed when Katherine confronts her father?

Discussion Chapters 24 – 30

· What sort of person is Chrome? How do you think he has been able to retain the title of Mayor for 20 years? What does the fact that he is unwilling to stop and devour the wreck of Panzerstadt –Bayreuth suggest about him? Do you believe that he has been corrupted by power? Justify your answer.

· Describe Katherine’s relationship with Pod. What obstacles would they have to overcome if they want to be together?

Students read to the end of the book to find out who survives the fiery climax.

Comprehension Chapters 31 - 37 (pp. 243-293)

· Why does Katherine on longer consider Valentine to be her father? Why does she feel so compelled to destroy Medusa?

· Who reports Katherine and Pod to Chrome? What is his motivation for doing this?

· Who killed Dog? How did you feel when this happened?

· How do Katherine and Pod escape from the security team? Why do you think these people risked their own lives to help Katherine and Pod?

· What do Hester and Tom plan to do when they reach London? What does the fact that Tom insists on circling back tell us about him? How do the engineers know that Hester is on the Top Tier?

· What are Chrome’s plans for the future? Do you think he will be able to carry them out? Why/why not?

· How does Tom kill Pewsey and Gench? How does he feel about what he has done? What are the ramifications of this action? 

· Why does Katherine decide not to use the bomb? Why does she throw herself in front of Hester? 

Discussion Chapters 31 – 37

· Why doesn’t Valentine have the courage to stand up to Chrome? Do you think he made the right decision choosing Chrome over Katherine? Why/why not? What do you think would have happened if Valentine stopped Medusa? Why was he willing to kill one daughter but not the other? Why is it ironic that it was he who killed Katherine?
· Where do you think Hester and Tom will go after they escape London? What did they discover earlier on the Jenny Haniver that will help them in the future? Do you think that they will end up a couple? Why/why not?
· What will happen to the city of London?
Activities

Poster – Imagine that Mortal Engines is going to be made into a film. Design a promotional poster for the film.

Debate – Organise a debate. Allow a 2 minute speech and a 1 minute right of reply. Use evidence from the story to build your argument. Possible moots include: 

· Power corrupts

· When people are under pressure they forget the civilised way of doing things

· What goes around comes around

Political Pamphlet – Magnus Chrome was Lord Mayor of London for 20 years. Imagine that you are his campaign manager. Design a pamphlet to promote Chrome to the people of London. Use information from the story to find out what Chrome has to offer the city and what vision he has for London’s future.

Diagram – draw a diagram of London. Label all of the important locations on each tier.

Eulogies – write a eulogy for either Katherine or Bevis.

Character – Realistic characters have both positive and negative characteristics. Draw a picture of Valentine on a large piece of paper. Divide the page in half. On one side list his good characteristics, on the other his bad characteristics.

Writing – Write an epilogue for the story that explains what became of London and what happened to Hester and Tom.
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