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Synopsis

Never has a more fearsome group of pirates been seen upon the sea.  At least, that’s what their names imply.  Nigel the Terrible, Filthy Frank, Pungent Pete, Fierce Frances the incredibly Tough, Heartless and Impolite - all reputed to be mean and nasty pirates, crew of the Scuttled Toad, and hunters of buried treasure.  Armed with a map and a cryptic poem, stolen from the bloodcurdling Arnold Rottenegger, this motley crew sets sail to find the fabulous green diamonds.  Surrounded by sharks, one of a species never seen before, they decode the poem and fortunately make it to shore when their ship sinks beneath them. Treachery and imminent death await them.  All is not as it appears and adventure could well become, misadventure.

Text Type

A rollicking tale filled to the brim with anagrams and delightfully bad puns. The story combines absurdity with humour and the result is fast moving and enjoyable. Pirates, sharks, treasure, goodies and baddies all combine to produce a fun filled adventure.  

There are clever descriptions and a wealth of new vocabulary interwoven into the script.  Some of the conversations will require a second reading to ensure that the hidden meanings and humour are appreciated.  

This novel will appeal to a wide range of readers.  The story line is action packed and combines all the elements of story telling necessary to keep the reader engaged.  The subtlety of the humour will appeal to the more sophisticated reader who will delight in the word plays and absurdities of the situations and conversations.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. The novel employs subtle and not so subtle humour and the reader will become engaged from the start.  

The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1.
· Brainstorm everything the group knows about pirates

· List three things you have learned about the story from the cover picture and the blurb.

· Look at the cover picture.  Who are the goodies and who are the baddies?  How do you know?  What methods does the illustrator use to convey this?

· What year was this book first published?  Have you read any other titles by this author?

Teacher to read the first chapter.  Students to read along in their own books.

· A pun is a play on words.  How many puns can you locate in the contents page?  What are they?

· What information can you discover about the island from this map?  Which hemisphere could it be in?  How do you know?

· What can you tell about the crew members from their nicknames?

· Begin personality and character profiles about each crew member.  Add to them as the story progresses.

Read to the end of Chapter 5

Shared Session 2
· Sharkus nigelus dragonus.  Why did Nigel select this name for the new species of shark?  What does it mean?

· Bernard has misgivings about Sly Craven and Beatrice.  Why is this?  What has caused him to feel this way?

· What thoughts do you have about Sly Craven and Beatrice?  Why?

· What do you understand by ”cryptic”?  What can you find out about cryptic puzzles?  How do they differ from other puzzles?

· Why do you think the hot chocolate was cold?  

Read to the end of Chapter 9

Shared Session 3

· Why is Pete called Pungent Pete?

· The longboat went round and round in circles.  Why was this?  How else could Bernard have solved that problem?

· What is an Archipelago?  Add this word to your glossary.

· If you were standing on the top of the volcano facing North, what would be the compass bearings of the Scuttled Toad and the floating island?  

· Study the map. Make a list of all the information you can gather from the map.  If the scale was 1cm : 1km, what are the dimensions of the Rottenegger Island?

· Can you explain why the shark could be belching black smoke?

· Write down everything you have learnt about Arnold so far.  Do you think he will be as bad as he is portrayed?  Why?
· Why did Sly Craven try to stop Nigel from shooting the shark?
Read to the end of the novel

Shared Session 4
· If the crew were not pirates, what occupations would each of them have?  Why?
· What is meant by  “Davy Jones’ Locker” ?  What else can you find out about this locker?
· Why did Doreen volunteer to be the first to die?  Did she think Arnold would kill her?  Why?
· What is philately?  What good would it have been to Herbert in a fight?
· Why is a poop deck called a poop deck?
· Devise another ending for the story.
· Make a list of the things you liked about this story.  What would you change?  Why?

Responses to Text

Written Language

· Make a glossary of the unknown words and their meanings

· Make a timeline of all the events in chronological order.
· Find recipes for all the food mentioned in the story.  Change the names of the recipes to pirate-type names, illustrate and publish as The Fierce Frances Fantastic Food Recipe Book for Famished Pirates.

· Collect words and clues and make you own crossword based on this novel.  Can you make a cryptic one using anagrams?  Share them with your group.
· Write a third verse for Bovver’s song.  Perform it for the rest of the class.
· Using the School Journal Catalogue and the school library, make a list of all the pirate stories (both fiction and non-fiction) and the poems.  Illustrate the list and publish it for the school library.
Oral Language

· Assume the roles of the pirate crew.  Improvise the scene when the pirates arrive at the island and discover the treasure.
· Interview the crew members about their lives as pirates.

· Present a natural history documentary about Rottenegger Island, describing the unique wildlife and the vegetation.

Visual Language
· Draw the island from another perspective.

· What is it about the new species of shark that makes it different?  Draw a diagram and identify its special features.  Make sure you label your diagram.
· Make a mask of each of the pirates.  
· Design the pirate costumes they would wear.
· Design a travel poster portraying the island as a holiday destination.
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