One-Way Ticket 

By Iona McNaughton



Synopsis

Meg Skerman is 14 years old. Ever since her mother died in a car accident she has lived with her father in Toronto, Canada. But her father is a New Zealander and every year as the bitter Canadian winter draws closer he longs to return home. When Don’s parents pay for one-way tickets for Don and Meg to return to New Zealand Meg realises that this time her father is serious, and even though she is extremely upset about uprooting her life and leaving her best friend Maria behind, she agrees to accompany her father on a trial basis.

At first Meg finds it difficult to settle into her new school, Hillside High, and her new life in New Zealand. Soon, however she makes friends with a girl called Alice. Alice seems like fun but she has a bad habit of stealing things. Meg is eager to be accepted by her new friend so is easily drawn into stealing too, even though she knows that it is wrong. Then she finds out that Alice is not who she seems. Alice is angry with Meg because she believes that she is trying to steal her boyfriend from her. She is determined to get back at her and sets Meg up.

Meanwhile Meg’s father, Don, is enjoying a friendship with Meg’s teacher Laura Ferguson. He has not been attracted to anyone since Meg’s mother died. Meg is not happy about this development and works hard with Laura’s daughter, Emily, to sabotage their relationship. But is Meg being selfish? Doesn’t her father deserve a chance at happiness? Meg needs to decide whether she wants to continue living in the past or to embrace her new life in New Zealand.

Text Type

One-way ticket is a realistic novel suitable for readers aged 12+. It would appeal particularly to girls. The main character, Meg, deals with many issues in the story. She makes the decision to leave Canada because of her father’s wishes and finds fitting into a new school in New Zealand challenging. She begins to steal because that is what her new friend Alice does. Meg knows what she is doing to wrong and when she is caught she has to face the consequences of her actions and confess to her father. Meg is also having difficulty coming to terms with her mother’s death. She is almost obsessed with her mother’s poetry book and feels extremely upset when her father starts dating Laura. However Meg’s character develops during the course of the novel. She learns that sometimes she can be selfish and that her father has a right to be happy. Meg deals with this period of considerable upheaval in her life admirably. Many students will be able to relate to the themes of the inevitability of change, family relationships, dealing with loss, friendship, love and dealing with the consequences of your actions.

Sharing the Text 

The novel can be covered in 4 shared sessions and 3 independent reading sessions. It has been divided up as follows: Chapters 1-2 (pp. 5-23), Chapters 3-11 (pp. 24-97), Chapters 12-18 (pp. 98-148) and Chapters 19-24 (pp. 149-198). 

During the shared sessions encourage students to think critically about the characters and themes in the text. Have them ask questions to clarify their understanding and make predictions.

The activities that follow suit different levels of ability and a range of learning styles.

Introducing the Text 

Study the front cover of the novel and read the blurb.

· Why is the novel called One-way ticket?

· Where has Meg moved to? Where did she live before?

· Who do you think Gord is? What does Meg tell him about in her letter?

· What problems do you think Meg might have adjusting to her new school?

· What do you think happened in Meg’s past that she needs to let go of?

· In groups discuss your experiences of moving to a new place or starting a new school. What were the positive aspects of this move? What challenges did you face? How did you overcome these challenges? What are some good ways of making new friends?

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 5-23) aloud. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension – Chapters 1 & 2 (pp. 5-23)

· Where does Meg’s father want to go? What does he tell Meg about the airfares that alarms her?

· Why do you think that Meg’s dad feels he doesn’t belong in Toronto?

· How does Meg feel about her father’s plan?

· Who is Maria? What is her mother’s name?

· What language does Meg speak at school?

· Why is Meg so upset with her father?

· Why is Margaret Atwood’s book so important to Meg?

· How does Meg try and change her father’s mind about moving to New Zealand? What does Danuta say to Meg that makes her reconsider her decision? What does she make her father promise before she agrees to go?

Discussion

· What do you think happened to Meg’s mother? What would it be like growing up with only a father?

· Describe the relationship that Meg has with her father. 

· Why is Meg so unhappy about moving to New Zealand? What customs or holidays are mentioned in this section of the book that are peculiar to Canada and the United States? In what other ways will life in New Zealand be different for Meg? What do you think the hardest thing about moving to a different country would be? Explain your answer.

· Make some predictions about what is going to happen next in the story.

Students read Chapters 3-11 (pp. 24-97) independently before the next shared session.
Comprehension – Chapters 3-11 (pp. 24-97)

· Where does Meg’s father get a job?

· How does Don’s mother react when she learns that he has agreed to live in New Zealand for a trial period? Why do you think Don agreed to this deal with Meg? What does this show us about him?’

· How long ago did Meg’s mother die?

· Why does Meg decide not to adjust her watch to New Zealand time? What do you think that this is symbolic of?

· What similarities does Meg notice between school in New Zealand and school in Canada?

· Who invites Meg home for lunch? Who is Nick?

· How did Meg’s mother die? How old was Meg when she died? 

· What is Alice’s house like? What does Meg learn about her and her family?

· How does Meg’s father feel after his first day at work? What has changed since he was last in New Zealand?

· Where do Don, Alice and Meg go for the weekend? Who do they bump into there?

· Why do Laura and her children end up sleeping in the cabin with Don and the girls?

· What does Meg leave behind in the cabin? How does she feel when her father refuses to go and get it?

· Why is Don so concerned with Meg’s attachment to the book? What does he try and explain to her about her mother’s death?

· What problems does Meg encounter when she tries to rescue her book?

· How does Don react when he finds out that Meg wagged school to go and get her book? Why does he react this way?

· How did Meg’s parents meet?

· How does Meg behave at Laura’s? Why does she behave in this way?

· What does Meg find herself sharing with Emily? What do Meg and Emily agree on?

· Describe the incident between Meg and Nick in the corridor.

· Who does Don invite to his birthday dinner? How does Meg feel about this?

· Who does Meg bump into after she storms out of the restaurant?

· What does Meg steal from the dairy? What does she steal from the bookstore? How does Meg feel while she is stealing?

Discussion
· What has Meg found difficult about settling into her new life in New Zealand? What aspects of New Zealand does she enjoy? How well do you believe that she is adjusting? Explain your answer.

· How has Meg’s mother’s death affected her? Do you believe, like Don, that Meg has not accepted her mother’s death? Explain your answer.

· Describe Alice. What does Meg like about her? What doesn’t she like about her? What are Alice’s parents like? Find examples in the story where Alice says things that illustrate her attitude towards her parents. Why do you think Alice steals?

· Why do you think Meg steals when she knows that it is wrong? What are the possible consequences of this action?

· Why is Meg so upset by her father’s interest in Laura? What does her behaviour towards them tell us about her? Do you think she is being fair? Explain your answer.

· What do you think Nick will tell Alice about Meg? Do you think that Meg and Alice will remain friends? Why/why not?

Students read Chapters 12-18 (pp. 98-148) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 12-18 (pp. 98-148)

· Why do Meg and her father argue when Meg gets home? How do you feel about how Meg is behaving?

· Why does Don feel he is taking a risk with Laura?

· Why do you think that Meg apologises to her father?

· What did Nick tell Alice about Meg? How does Alice react when Meg tries to tell her what really happened?

· Who does Meg start hanging out with after she fights with Alice? How is she different from Alice?

· How does Alice make up with Meg? What does she suggest that she and Meg do? Why is Meg nervous about this?

· What does Alice dare Meg to steal? How does she get caught? What realisation does Meg come to about Alice?

· Describe Meg’s encounter with the man in his office.

· How does Meg feel about what she has done? Why doesn’t she want to tell her father?

· How does Meg react when Laura tries to talk to her at school? Why do you think she reacts in this way?

· What is Emily’s plan? How successful do you think it will be?

· What does Emily tell Meg about her parents’ marriage? How does she describe her father?

· How does Meg know that her father is falling in love with Laura?

Discussion

· Why is Meg so upset when she gets caught shoplifting? Who does she feel she has let down? Do you think she should tell her father? Explain your answer. Do you think Meg will steal again? Why/why not?

· What motivated Alice to set Meg up the way she did? What does this action tell us about her?

· Do you believe that Meg’s attitude towards her father and Laura has softened since the start of the story? Use evidence from the text to back up your answer.

· Predict what will happen next in the story.

Students read Chapters 19-24 (pp. 149-198) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 19-24 (pp. 149-198) ​​​_________________

· How old is Laura turning? Why is she so surprised to see Meg and Don?

· Why is Meg shocked when she meets Blair? Describe how she feels about having to spend the evening with him.

· What does Blair give Laura for her birthday?

· How does Laura react when her ex-husband turns up?

· Why doesn’t Meg think that Emily’s plan is going to work? Why does she feel bad about her own involvement in the plan?

· How does Don feel about sharing a meal with Blair?

· What does Meg ask Maria in the letter that she writes her?

· Why does Don decide to end his relationship with Laura?

· Why can’t Meg tell Emily what her father is really like? 

· What does Emily suggest that Meg do to earn the money for her airfare?

· Why is Meg so unhappy at school?

· What does Laura reveal to Meg during their conversation at school?

· Where does Emily find work for Meg? How does Meg react to this offer?

· Why do you think Meg finally decides to confess to her father? How does Don deal with Meg’s confession? What does his reaction tell us about his character?

· Why doesn’t Laura want to talk to Meg when she first approaches her? What does Meg tell Laura? What does she learn from Laura about Blair?

· Why does Laura think that Alice steals? Do you agree with her? Why/why not?

· Describe Meg’s confrontation with Alice. Why does she feel that she has to confront Alice?

· What does Meg tell Maria when she calls from Canada? Why do you think Meg feels like she owes her father a lot?

· What do you think Meg’s plan is?

· Why does Meg change her mind about Don and Laura? What does accepting their relationship mean that she is finally able to do?

· What does Laura tell Emily and Aaron that makes it easier for them to accept her relationship with Don?

· What information does Meg give Maria in her letter?

· Why does Meg believe that her mother would have approved of Laura?

Discussion

· Describe how Meg’s character develops and changes throughout the course of the novel. What challenges does she face? How does she overcome them? How does she deal with conflict? What has she learned at the end of the book?

· Identify a major conflict in the novel and explain how it is resolved.

· Identify the climax of the novel and explain why it is important.

· Choose a main theme from the story and explain how this idea is developed.

Activities

Plot – Complete a flow diagram that shows the main events in the story in chronological order.

Promotional Pamphlet – Meg lived in Toronto and had never been to New Zealand before. Design a promotional pamphlet about New Zealand that encourages people to travel here.

Epilogue – Imagine it is one year later. Write an epilogue for the story describing what Meg and Don’s last year in New Zealand has been like.

School Counsellor’s Report – Imagine that you are a school counsellor. Write a character analysis of Alice.

Letter – Write a letter to Iona McNaughton explaining why you enjoyed One-way ticket and what the novel taught you.

Book Review – Write a book review for One-way ticket. Include a brief plot summary, describe the setting and characters and identify the major themes. Remember to include your own personal opinion of the novel.

Poster – Design a poster that illustrates one of the main themes from the novel. Remember to combine verbal and visual features to convey your idea.

Diary Entry – Imagine that you are Meg. Write a diary entry for her explaining why she has fallen out with Alice and how she feels about getting caught stealing.  
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