Outlanders

Margaret Beames

NOVEL STUDY

It has been two hundred years since the asteroid struck Earth - two hundred years of survival for two very different groups of people.  Anticipating that no one could possibly survive the global winter following the impact, a group of specially selected people moved into the Dome, an enclosed environment built to ensure their survival.  Those left outside survived as best they could.

The Outlanders live a very difficult life.  Scavengers range far afield to retrieve materials that could be of use.  Many have physical mutations and all have to labour together in order to survive.  As if their lives are not hard enough, they have become targets for the Outriders, specially chosen guards who venture outside the Dome on mysterious patrols.

When Rhiane returns from her illegal excursion outside, she finds herself on trial having to defend her life.  How can she save herself without revealing the Outlanders?  How can she save the Outlanders from the increasingly violent Outriders?  Whom can she trust?  Who will believe her?

In this gripping science fiction novel, Margaret Beames introduces us to a strong female character who is prepared to stand up to authority in order to bring about change.  Set two hundred years into the future, the reader is exposed to a possible reality as frightening as it is fascinating.  Rhiane is presented with a range of ethical and moral dilemmas for which her sheltered existence has not prepared her.  

Throughout the novel the reader has many opportunities to compare his/her own possible decisions with those made by Rhiane and the other characters.

Discussion

· Discuss the science fiction genre.  List the characteristics of a science fiction novel and compare them to other fiction genre.
· Prepare a list of science fiction novels read by the group.  Write a quick synopsis and recommendation for each novel.  Publish the list for future reference.   
Read In the Beginning to background the story.

· Discuss the criteria for the selection of the people who would move into the Dome.  Who would make the decision?  Why?  Who would make the selection today?  Would the criteria be the same today as it would have been two hundred years ago?  Why?

· Imagine if only ten from your group were to be selected.  What would your selection criteria be?  What skills would be essential?

· Were the outside people trying to get in or did they want to destroy the chances of those inside?  Discuss the thoughts and emotions of the various groups.

· Brainstorm information about asteroids, the Ice Ages and any other cosmic theories that could have a major influence on the life of our planet.  What beliefs do the group commonly hold?  What predictions can be suggested for the future?  How are these predictions substantiated?  What would happen to Earth in the event of an asteroid strike?  How could we verify this information?

Activities
· Letters to the Future.  Write two letters, one from a survivor inside the Dome and one from an Outlander, to be opened in one hundred years.  State each point of view about the events leading up to the sealing of the Dome.

· Organise a panel discussion.  Choose a variety of characters and points of view to discuss the selection of survivors.  Include state and church leaders.

· Pick Me!  Prepare a variety of cards.  One set each for age, gender, occupation, hobbies, and skills.  Have each member of the group select a card from each set.  Each character must present his/herself before the selection committee and argue for a place inside the Dome.  

Chapters 1- 4 (pp. 19- 62)

Comprehension

· What is ‘wall fever’?  What are the symptoms?  What strategies are there for coping with ‘wall fever’?

· What are the purposes of the Recos?  Are they a life form?

· What is the correct name for the Aardvark?  Describe one to the group.  What did the Outlanders call them?

· Why was Rhiane under arrest?  What had she done?  What could be her fate?

· How did Rhiane demonstrate the Dome’s lack of freedom?  Why was Stripes not surprised by the beam?

· What is a ‘Palaver’?  What is the equivalent today?

· How did the Outlanders capture Rhiane?  What was their first reaction to her?  

Discussion

· Discuss life in the Dome.  What sort of society has evolved over two hundred years?  What are some of the important changes?  Why would these changes have occurred?  Make a time line of these changes.

· Why do you think that Rhiane went outside?  Was this a typical reaction for her?  What would you have done?

· How did Rhiane feel when she met the Outlanders for the first time?  Why?  What events made her uneasy, what made her feel secure?

· What questions would Rhiane like to ask the Outlanders?  What could be some of their questions for her?  Compare the lists of questions.  What information do both groups seek?  Can you find some reasons for this?

Activities

· From the description supplied draw the picture that Rhiane entered in the competition.  Ensure that your portrayal is accurate by referring back to the text.

· Construct personality profiles for the main characters involved in Rhiane’s trial.  Who do you think are sympathetic to her cause?  Why? 

· Prepare a comparison chart of the differences between things inside and outside of the Dome.  Include physical, emotional and lifestyle differences.  What Technology is available to both groups?  

Chapters 5 -  8  (pp. 63 – 117)

Comprehension

· Domenica states on page 66 that “ We must always guard against callous harshness.”  What does she mean by this statement?  What did Phineas say that prompted that response?
· What caused Rhiane to faint at the Palaver?

· Why do the Outlanders refer to the Dome as the Rats’ Nest?  Is the name valid?  Why?

· Why is Rhiane not allowed to return to the Dome?  What are her alternatives?  If you were Rhiane, which would you choose?

· Why were there no people at Rhiane’s trial in the Dome?

· Where was Rhiane going on the back of Simeon’s horse?

Discussion

· Compare and contrast each group’s requirements for marriage and children.  Why have these rules been introduced for each group?  Who would decide each group’s rules?

· The ancestors of the Dome survivors had made promises to those left outside. What were those promises? What reasons could there be for not keeping them?  Why had the Outlanders remembered these promises throughout their history?  How valid are those promises to the future generations?  What obligations do the Dome people have to the Outlanders after all that time?
· The novel transfers between two time zones-Rhiane at her trial and the events during her time with the Outlanders.  What effect does this have on the story?  Which environment do you feel yourself drawn towards?  Why?
· Ashram appears very keen to have Rhiane turned out of the Dome.  What are his reasons?  What arguments does he employ to support his case?
· Why did the crowd break in to the trial?  What were their reasons?  How did their actions effect the Judge and the Council?  What could they have been thinking?  
· How would you describe Judge Domenica’s handling of the situation?  Where do you think her sympathies lie?  Justify your response.
Activities

· Re-enact how Adam and Yanis told those at the Palaver about Rhiane’s capture.  Reread the capture again (pp.43-45) to ensure accuracy.

· Mime Rhiane’s defense at the Palaver.  As the mime progresses, thought track one of the Outlander’s reactions to her ‘telling’ to publicly reveal the group’s thinking.  

· Set up the staging for the Palaver (p 71-73) and the trial (p 68-69).  Compare the two sets.  In what ways are they similar, in what ways different?  What feelings emanate from each setting?  What could you conclude about each community from these settings?  Place the characters and examine their place in each setting. 

· Mapping ( Examine maps, their layout and features.  One of these maps is for a building and one for a location.  Ensure the students are familiar with the features of each type of map.)

·  From the information in the novel, design a map of the Dome.  Identify each layer and its uses.  Use the colour scheme and decorations as described in the story.  Label each part and its relevance to Rhiane.  

· Make a map of the Outlanders Territory.  Locate important places and identifiable features e.g. the Rats’ Nest (Dome), the location of Rhiane’s capture and the Palaver.  Label each place and supply any important details for each location.  

· Archaeological Discoveries  Return with the Scavengers to one of the sites of a previous generation.  What would you expect to find there?  What was its use two hundred years ago, what could be its use now?  List the objects that would be of most use to the Outlanders.  Justify your responses.  
Chapter 9-Not the End (pp.118 – 165)

Comprehension

· What was Simeon’s threat to Rhiane to keep her from running away?

· What promise did Rhiane give to Adam and Yanis to ensure her escape?  Did she keep this promise?

· Describe how Rhiane managed to get back inside the Dome.  At what time do you consider she was at her most vulnerable?  Why?

· Why did Professor Phineas think Rhiane might be in love?

· What did the Outlanders put on the injured man’s cut leg? What was Ashram’s reaction to this?

· What does Troy refer to when he talks of The Long Winter?

· What article did Ashram have that belonged to Hanna?  Where did the blood come from?

· How was the virus transferred to the people in the Dome?  Who was responsible?

· Why did Rhiane laugh when her sentence was handed down?

· What gifts did the Judge give Rhiane when she left the Dome?

Discussion

· What responsibilities did Adam and Yanis have to the rest of their community when they found Rhiane?  Why do you think Yanis decided to help her escape?  What effects could this decision have on the community?  What decision would you have made?  Justify your decision.

· What reasons would the Judge and Council have to withhold information about outside the Dome from its inhabitants?  What effect could this knowledge have on the Dome community?  What rights do the Judge and Councilors have to their community?

· Rhiane states on page 155 that the Dome was too tame.  What do you understand from this statement?  What does it tell us about the human spirit?  Do you agree with this?

· Review the events from another’s point of view.  Compare Rhiane’s point of view about the Outlanders with those of Ashram, the Judge, and Troy.  How do they perceive this group?  How does their perception influence their behaviour?  What does this indicate about the character?  Select other events and reflect on them from another point of view.

· How do you perceive of the community of the future?  What will life be like for these people?  How important will technology and knowledge prove?  How will they govern?  The Flying Corps has been called the ‘elite’, the Outlander, now called ‘Freemen’, are the miners. Why is this? Is this any indication of what could happen?

· Who do you think will benefit most from the opening of the Dome?  Justify your response.

· Having read the novel, consider the cover of the book.  How does this illustration compare with your own vision of the Dome?  What are the similarities and differences?  

Activities

· Make a timeline of all the events that happened to Rhiane during this novel.  Illustrate them.  Identify the decision making times and consider the consequences of another decision being made at that time e.g. ‘Miah calling the searchers to capture Rhiane.

· Cast the novel.  Using actors from current movies allocate characters to them.  Justify selection of the actors in terms of previous roles and hiring costs.  Locate pictures of the actors and superimpose their heads onto the costumes they would wear for a movie of this novel.  Create a scene from the novel using the setting as described and your characters.

· Prepare the video that Rhiane might leave behind after she has been forced to leave the Dome.  It will form part of the Dome’s archives for future generations.  

· New laws will be required to govern this new society.  Allocate roles within the group and form a new Council.  In role, write the laws and rules you consider necessary to ensure equity for all in this new society.  

· Write a sequel to this novel.  Place the sequel twenty years into the future and tell about Rhiane and her life.  

· Design a new cover illustration for this novel.  Consider your point of view.  How does the cover illustration determine the audience for a novel?  

· Within a three-minute time limit, retell this story.  Choose your point of view, it is not necessary to retell it from Rhiane’s.

· Stage the meeting between Judge Domenica and Simeon.  List the questions they would ask of each other.  Detail the statements they would make that would best safeguard their community.
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