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Synopsis

Pete loved being a paddock-basher.  He loved the freedom, the speed, the great outdoors. This collection of three stories tells about the adventures of Pete and his transition from paddock-basher to luxury collectable and back to paddock-basher again.  Along the way he encounters two thieves, Ned and Barney, and is befriended by Nick who helps him foil them in their evil pursuits.  It is a thrilling and hair-raising ride full of adventure and fun.

Text Type

Written in the third person, these stories rip along at a fast pace.  The style is colloquial and an intimate relationship is maintained with the reader.  Although each story can stand alone, it is recommended that they be read in sequence.  A classic tale of good versus evil, with an automobile twist.  

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over five teaching sessions and four independent reading sessions. The adventures are exciting and easy to understand.  The illustrations are amusing and add much to the narrative.

Sharing sessions begin with students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further knowledge from personal and group activities.  Sharing sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions. Questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Sharing session 1 – before reading the novel.

· Examine the cover illustration and the blurb.  What information do they convey about the title?  Brainstorm what the novel could be about.

· Discuss the differences between getting to school in the country and town.  

· Discuss outback farming in Australia and compare it with farming in New Zealand.

Teacher to read to the end of Chapter 1, students read along in their own books.

· What information does the author give about paddock-bashers?  Describe a paddock-basher in your own words.

· What would be some of the significant differences between Pete and Stella?  Make up a comparison chart.

· What do you predict could happen next?

Read to the end of Pete Goes to Town.
Sharing Session 2

· Discuss predictions when Pete is not there after school, how will the children explain his disappearance to their parents?  Be as imaginative as you can.

· What information can you ascertain about Snapper and Jonesy from their parts in the story?  Justify your reply.

· What information can you find out about scrap yards?  Write a list of questions you could ask of a scrap yard operator.

· Brainstorm vintage cars.  What is a vintage car? How many types of vintage cars can the group identify?

Read to the end of Chapter 5 of Pete Goes Bush

Sharing Session 3

· Make up a comparison chart of Pete’s life in the country and his life in the town.

· Can you describe the relationship between Mr Morgan and Nick?  Why did they become friends?  How easy is it to make friends with the older generation?  Compare the groups’ experiences of relationships with the older generation.

· What would you have done when you discovered the robbers?  Why do you think Nick hid?  Was this a wise option?

Read to the end of Chapter 10 of Pete Goes Bush

Sharing Session 4

· Why do you think Ned and Barney steal for a living?  What skills would they need to be successful robbers?  Do you consider them successful robbers?  Justify your response.
· Identify the main events in these chapters and justify them in terms of excitement, humour, believability etc.  Design a chart to show your results.

· How do you think Ned and Barney felt when Nick outwitted them?  How did they feel when finally arrested by the police?  What will they learn from these experiences?

· What things would you have done differently to Nick?  How well do you consider he handled the situation?  

Read to the end of Pete Goes Racing

Sharing Session 5

· How would you describe Mr Morgan’s change of attitude to paddock-bashing?  

· What do you think the crowd of people would have done to Ned and Pete if they had caught them?  

· What reasons can you give for Pete acting like he did?  Put them in order of importance.

· What would be five reasons for which the people of Letchfield will remember this Picnic Races day?  

· What would you like to see happen to Pete now?  Justify your response.

Using the text

Written Language

· Design a map of Letchfield including all the features mentioned in the story.  Add as many extra details as you can. Include road signs. 

· Write a set of instructions for getting from one place to another in Letchfield.

· Write a job description for the robbers.
· Write a diary entry for Pete or Nick following one of the adventures

Oral Language

· Retell one of the stories in the style of a child’s bedtime story.

· Take the role of one of the policemen and make a telephone call to your police station telling about the arrest of the robbers at the farm.

· Thought-tracking is the thinking of one of the characters.  Provide thought-tracking for some of the situations in the novel eg. Pete when he first arrives at Mr Morgan’s farm.  One of the chooks or pigs during Pete’s last paddock-bash.

Visual Language

· Develop a character profile of Nick.  Draw an outline of him and write his physical details around the outside and his personal details inside. 

· Prepare a wanted poster of the two men for the police. 

· Draw a map of Mr Morgan’s Letchfield farm.  Draw the farm and supply captions describing its features.

· Hold a public meeting for all the people of Letchfield.  Assume roles and come up with proposals for ensuring the success of next year’s Picnic Races.
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