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Synopsis

Piho Waitere is looking after his Uncle Matt’s pig dog Blowfly. One day when he and his best friend Randy Cathro are out walking in the Journale Forest Reserve they discover that Blowfly can find more than just pigs – he uncovers a truffle, or pig apple as they are later code-named. Soon the boys realise that they have stumbled upon “black gold” and they make a deal with a “French” chef named Pierre. He sells the truffles on behalf of the boys to his contacts in the city. The money starts to roll in and things seem great until the council decides to reassess Journale Reserve. With their secret stash under threat the boys are forced into action. What follows are some hilarious antics which see Randy joining A.R.F., an animal rights group. However, this is more of an attempt to win the admiration of his love Tammy, than to save some abused pigs. Chaos ensues and the boys eventually learn a valuable lesson about community.

Text Type

Pig Apples is a humourous story which follows on from Horse Apples. The author has written a fast-paced story that is easy to read. The colloquial style would appeal to all readers and boys particularly. The story deals with issues such as friendship, growing up and relationships. Themes such as standing up for what you believe in and acting for the good of the community rather than individual gain, are evident through the actions of the characters.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be shared over 6 teaching sessions and 5 independent reading sessions. The flow of the novel does not divide into distinct sections, but it could be broken up into Chapters 1-2 (pp. 5-18), Chapters 3-6 (pp.19-44), Chapters 7-12 (pp. 45-81), Chapters 13-17 (pp. 82-118), Chapters 18-21 (pp. 119-153) and Chapters 22-23 (pp. 154-179).

During the shared sessions allow students to share their ideas and ask questions about what they are reading. Encourage them to think critically about the novel and the themes covered. The suggested activities allow the students opportunities to gain greater meaning from the novel and offer a range of presentation options.

Introductory Discussion

· Examine the cover Pig Apples and read the blurb.

· Make some predictions about what you think the book is going to be about. What is it that you think the boys have found?

· Has anyone in the group read Horse Apples? (That was the first book in the series). Explain to other members of the group what the characters of Randy and Piho are like.

· The boys in this story find a new way to make money. Have any members of the group ever sold anything or run their own business? Perhaps you have sold lemonade, had a garage sale, sold flowers, bags of fejoas etc. How successful were you? What did you do with the money that you made?

· Find out the definition of entrepreneur in the dictionary.

Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2 to the class. Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension – Chapters 1 – 2

· Where are the boys walking at the start of the novel? Why have they taken Blowfly with them? Who does Blowfly belong to?

· Where were the boys headed when Blowfly found his first “prize”? What did Piho call the prize?

· Why can’t Randy see Piho after lunch? Why does Randy believe that his sister is more of a pain than usual? What does he do to annoy her?

· What was the name of the magazine that Randy read at the café? What did the headline say?

· Where was the horrible smell that the Cathro’s complained about on the way home coming from?

Discussion Chapters 1 - 2

· Randy is distracted thinking about Tammy at the Reserve and later becomes tongue-tied at the café when he sees her. How does Randy feel about Tammy? What does he mean by “unrequited love”?
· Why does Randy say that Beau is in “Big sister heaven?” Do any members of the group have older brothers or sisters? What things do they do to annoy you?
· Can you guess what the “alien brains” that Blowfly is finding really are?
Students read Chapters 3-6 (pp. 19-44) independently before the next shared session. 

Comprehension – Chapters 3-6

· What was the name of the reliever taking Food Technology? What were the boys supposed to be making in Food Tech? What did the boys add to the recipe as well as mushrooms?

· What did the boys think that the “alien brain” really was? Why did Randy call it “Black gold”?

· Why did Piho get called to the school office? Why did Randy want a pass too? Where did they go when they left the school?

· How did the truffles get into the Reserve?

· What did Randy go to the library to find? Who does he see at the library? 

· Why are the council reassessing Journale Reserve? What does councillor Dirke want the council to do with the Reserve?

· What is Ms Taite’s plan for the Reserve? Why is Randy so worried about this idea? What does Randy suggest is the real disgrace in Kainui?

Discussion Chapters 3 – 6

· Why do you think that the boys aren’t usually paired up for Food Tech? How did the teacher feel when she thought that she had ruined the omlettes? Have you ever played a trick on one of your teachers?

· Why is Randy so excited about their discovery? Discuss what they should do next to help them make all of the money that they dream of.

· Discuss the relationship between Randy and Piho. Who seems that most excited about the discovery of the truffles? Is one of the boys the leader or are they both equals? Is the deal fair to both of them? What evidence is there in the novel to back up your ideas?

· Why does Randy really become involved with the Animal Rights Federation? What does this suggest about his character?

Students read Chapters 7-12 (pp. 45-81) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 7 - 12 

· Where did the cooking lessons take place? What is the chef’s secret? How do the boys use the knowledge of this secret to their advantage?

· What time did Pierre turn up for the second meeting? How many truffles did the boys have for him? How much money did he give them?

· Who is present at the A.R.F. meeting? Why is Beau there?

· What is the name of the man who bought the pig farm? How does Randy know this man? What further information does the newspaper article give us about the businessman?

· How does Randy ensure that he will see Tammy again?

· Randy suddenly becomes genuinely interested in freeing the pigs at the end of Chapter 11. Why? What plans do the A.R.F. members develop to free the pigs?

Discussion Chapters  7 – 12

· Why is Piho annoyed about Randy’s constant complaining about his love life? What does he suggest is the problem? How does Randy react to Piho’s comments? What does this suggest about Randy’s character?

· Describe the character “Pierre”. Does he really want to help the boys? What is his motive for getting involved with them? Do you believe that his costs are genuine?

· What is Randy’s motivation for attending the A.R.F. meeting? Do you think that it is a good idea to pretend to be interested in something to impress someone? What risks are associated with doing this?

Students read Chapters 13-17 (pp. 82- 118) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 13-17

· Why is Pierre annoyed when he arrives to pick up the truffles? What does he suggest would be a good way to encourage Blowfly to find more?

· Why was Beau upset at the mall? What does Randy buy her to cheer her up? What does Randy buy for Piho and himself?

· What happens to disturb the boys’ meeting with Pierre? Who do the boys think the people in the car are? Where does Randy go to try and find out more information?

· Who turns up at the Reserve while the boys are gathering truffles? What does Randy overhear in their conversation that concerns him?

· When is the A.R.F. going to visit the pig farm? What are the members planning on doing at the farm? What extra equipment does Beau need before they go to the farm?

Discussion Chapters 13 – 17

· Why do you think that the boys didn’t tell their parents about the truffles? What were the boys doing that their parents may have disapproved of? Were they justified in lying to their parents? Why/why not?

· What does Piho mean when he says “we’d better just make hay while the sun shines”? What do the two boys plan to do with the money that they make? What does this tell us about their values?

· What issues does Tammy raise in her phone conversation with Randy? Is Randy concerned about these issues? Why/why not?

Students read chapters 18-21 (pp.119-153) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 18-21

· What problems did Beau have with the camera? How did they solve these problems? Why did Randy agree to the plan?

· How do the friends know that Boyd is hiding something from them? What do they find in Unit one?

· Why does Randy make Myra stop the car on the way home? What does he find out while he is eavesdropping on Tammy’s conversation with the woman?

· What is Randy trying to do when he goes to the Kainui District Council offices?

· What reasons does Randy give Piho for why he will never see “Rhonda” again?

· What does Randy reveal to Rhonda on the rugby grounds? How does she react?

Discussion Chapters 18 – 21

· The A.R.F. members discover that Boyd is guilty of animal cruelty. What conditions do the pigs live in? What should the minimum standards be? What penalties should people found guilty of cruelty to animals face? Why does Randy decide to “never eat pig again”?

· While Randy and Piho are making money selling the truffles the town of Kainui is “dying”. What does Tammy mean by this? What does a town need to keep it prosperous? Can you make some suggestions about how to improve the economy in Kainui?

· What does Randy’s visit to the council suggest is happening to his priorities?

Students read Chapters 22 and 23 (pp. 154-179) independently for homework before the next shared session.

Comprehension – Chapters 22  –  23

· Who sells the bacon to Pierre? How does Pierre react when Randy tells him that the man is a crook?

· Why do the A.R.F. members have to resort to “plan B”?

· How does Piho become involved in freeing the pigs? Why is Randy surprised when Piho agrees to help?

· What causes the pigs to become agitated? Why did Randy and Piho have to run away? How did Randy avoid being trampled? Where did the boys lead the pigs?

· How does Piho react when Randy says that he told the mayor about the truffles? What plan does he come up with so that the boys can continue to make money?

Discussion – Chapters 22 – 23

· The weather is cloudy and it is cold and damp when Randy heads to Wentworth Manor. How does this weather reflect Randy’s mood? Why is he feeling this way?

· Why did Randy lead the pigs to Pierre’s tent? What has Randy realised about Pierre?

· Why does Randy tell the mayor about the truffles? What does he stand to lose by doing this? What consequences could he face for his previous actions?

Responses to Text Activities

· Television Report – Complete a news report about the pigs being freed and running into the Environmental Arts Festival. Interview the characters to find out what happened. Interview some of the people at the Festival to show their reactions. Video your report and show it to the rest of the class.

· Book Cover – Design an alternative book cover for the novel. Try and include illustrations and symbols which show your knowledge of the characters and the story. Compose a new blurb for the back cover of the book. Make sure that it rhymes!

· Research – Complete a mini research assignment on vivisection or the conditions that some pig farmers allow their pigs to live in. Present your findings in a report.

· Organise a debate – The moot could be that “the needs of individuals are more important than the needs of the community”. Use information from the story to develop your arguments. Choose sides and allow 2 minutes each to talk to your topic. The leader of each side has 1 minute to reply.

· Diary entry – Write an entry in Randy’s diary for the night that he realises that he has found truffles. Remember to write as if you are Randy. Describe his thoughts and feelings and outline his ideas for how he will use the truffles to make money.

· Board game – Design a board game based on the events in this novel. You should illustrate your game to show the setting of the novel. For every positive event reward the player, for every negative event penalise the player.

· Book Review – Write a book review for Pig Apples for a magazine. Remember to talk briefly about character, setting, themes and style but don’t give too much of the story away! Give your own opinion of the book and back up your ideas with examples.

· Poster - Realistic characters have good points and bad points. Draw a picture of Randy on an A3 sheet of paper. Draw a line down the middle of the page. On one side of the line describe his positive characteristics, on the other his negative characteristics. 
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