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Synopsis

What hope does Terry have when the animals of McDoogle’s Travelling Animal Nursery decide that the best way to save the farm is to have him married off.  Unfortunately, Terry has other plans, nasty plans which include closing down the Nursery, selling off the animals and starting a feedlot.  Led by Hercules, the pig, the animals try all kinds of ways to marry him off so he will leave.  Their plans all backfire, all except one.  Only it doesn’t go exactly as they plan.

Text Type

The clever way the author captures the personalities of the animals in speech, you would swear that she can actually talk to them. Each of the animals develops into a real character. Their idiosyncrasies are amusing and delightful.  This third person narrative swaps from humans speaking to animals talking so naturally you almost expect they could talk to each other. Themes of animal welfare, bullying, and coping with difficulties are covered in an entertaining and exciting way. 

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over three independent reading sessions and four sharing sessions.

Sharing sessions begin with the students sharing their feelings and thoughts about what they are reading.  New ideas and questions can be shared and opportunities presented to gain further information from personal and group activities.  Shared sessions should be stimulating, encouraging students to take an active part in discussions.

Sharing session  1

· Look at the blurb and the cover pictures.  List three facts that you have learnt about the story.

· Carol McLean-Carr illustrated the cover and the rest of the book is illustrated by Mitch Vine.  Compare the cover picture of the pig with the title page picture.  Which picture tells you more about the possible character of the pig?  What does it tell you?  How does it tell you?

Read to the end of Chapter 3

Sharing Session 2

· How do you think Dawn felt when she woke up?  Why did she feel this way?  How did the animals treat her?  How could they have made her feel more welcome?

· What are your first impressions of the animals?  List what you think the pig, the hen, and the lamb might be like.  Which one do you think would be a good friend for Dawn?  Why do you think that?

· Which of the animals would you like for your friend or pet?  Why?

· Why doesn't the farm make any money?  What ways can you think of that would allow the farm to make money and keep the animals?

Read to the end of Chapter 7

Sharing Session 3

· Write a list of the questions the children might ask MCDoogle.  Now, write the answers that McDoogle would give.

· What do you understand by ‘bankrupt’ and ‘feedlot’?  

· Draw the story board for the series of events leading up to Hercules’ getting the apple from the boy.

Read to the end of the novel.

Sharing Session 4

· How did the animals feel when the letter didn't work?  Which animal do you think had the best attitude to the disappointment?  Why do you think that?

· Dawn is becoming more and more assertive.  Why is this?  How do you think Hercules and Squawks feel about this new Dawn?

· Squawks  is very proud of being a hen.  Why does she become upset at the thought of being made into a ''chicken' pie or roast ''chicken''?

· By the end of the book there have been  big changes in the personalities of Dawn and Hercules.  What events in the book have most contributed to these changes? Why have they had such an influence?

· How would you go on and finish this story?  What happens to Terry?  How do they save the farm?

Follow Up Responses – Using Text

Written Language

· List all the ways that you think McDoogle and Chris could use to save 
· the farm.
· Chris has many jobs to do around the farm.  Make up a timetable for her to follow during a day on the farm

· Using cut out words from magazines, make up a love letter that could have been sent to Chris.

Oral Language

· Make a mask of your favourite animal from the story. 

1.  Tell an interviewer about your life on McDoogle's farm.

2. Tell a group of school children how you like to be looked after, 

           what you like to eat etc

3. Put on a play about on of the scenes in the book.
Visual Language

· Design some transport to get the animals to the schools.  What would you have to plan for to ensure that the animals were safe and comfortable?  What equipment would you have to transport too?
· Draw a big outline of a pig shape.  Write all the physical features of Hercules on the outside of the shape and the internal characteristics inside the shape.

· Draw an outline of Chris (one of the student's could lie down and be drawn around).  List her physical features around the outside and her personality and anything else you have found out about her, inside.

· Make up a poster promoting McDoogle's Travelling Animal Nursery.

Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 1999

