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Synopsis

On the surface Rocco Peacemaker is an ordinary teenager.  He lives with his mother, father and sister, goes to school, hangs out with friends and visits his grandmother.  However, lately Rocco has been having extraordinary dreams.  In fact, when the injuries that he sustains while he is asleep are there when he wakes up he begins to wonder if they are really dreams at all.  Then one night he goes to sleep and when he wakes up he is no longer in his bed at home.  He has travelled to a primitive world.  The people he meets there live simply and embrace Rocco into their tribe.  At first Rocco resists these strange people.  After all, he doesn’t belong there.  He knows that eventually he will return to his own time and his own family – he just doesn’t know how or when.  But soon he is drawn to the way of life of the primitive people.  he becomes part of  Petur’s family, is in love with Ilsabeth and looks to Ayoshe, the leader of the trive, for spiritual guidance.  He is content and happy in his new life in Ansjur.  He no longer wishes to return home.  But what Rocco doesn’t know is that there is a reason for his journey, one that affects not only him, but the whole of mankind.  This reason is inextricably linkied to the mysterious disappearance of his Uncle Alex seven years earlier…

Text Type

______________________________________________________________________

Rocco is a story about the future.  It examines the idea that we each decide our own destiny and the choices that we make help determine what the future will be.  The story also carries a warning that is for the people in power.  If they are not careful they could destroy the world and the future for the human race could be very bleak indeed.

Although the story is told from 3rd person point of view the reader gets to know all of Rocco’s thoughts and feelings.  We understand his anguish when everything that is familiar to him is ripped away.  We are also part of his joy when he accepts his new life and begins to flourish in Anshur,

The novel contains many sophisticated ideas and is best suited for readers 12+.  Themes in the novel include the future and who controls it, family, love, different cultures, survival and the ideas that nuclear weapons may spell the end of the world.

Sharing the Novel

The novel can be covered over 5 shared sessions and 4 individual reading sessions,

During the shared sessions encourage students to share their thoughts and feelings about the characters and events in the novel.  Allow them to clarify words and ideas and make predictions.  Encourage them to think critically about concepts introduced in the novel and the themes covered.  The suggested activities allow the students to acquire greater meaning from the story and suite a range of learning styles.

Shared Session One

Pre-reading

· Study the cover of the novel and read the blurb.  What information does this give you about the story?  Predict where you think Rocco goes and how he gets there.  Who is the old lady on the front of the book?  Why do you think that she is important?

· There is a quote on the front of the book that says: There are many paths, many possible futures.  We choose.  We make our own future.  What do you think this means?  Do you believe that the decisions that you make may affect your future or that everything is random and dependent upon fate?  Explain your answer.
Teacher reads aloud to the end of Chapter 1.  Students follow along in their books.

Comprehension Chapter 1 (pp 1 – 13)

· What happens in Rocco’s dream?  How long have these dreams been going on for?

· Who is coming to stay with the Makepeaces’?  How does Mrs Makepeace feel about the visitor?  Why does she feel this way?

· Who is Alex?  Where is he?  Why does Rocco mention him?

· Where does Rocco’s grandmother live?  What is she like?  What is one of her idiosyncrasies?

· What does grandma suggest is special about herself, Harlan, Simone and Rocco?  How does Rocco react to this suggestion?

· What does grandma say that startles Rocco at the end of his visit?  Why is what she says important?

Discussion

· What clues are given to suggest that Rocco’s dreams are not ordinary?  Why do you think that Rocco keeps his concerns about his dreams to himself?  Can you explain why grandma is able to smell the smoke and see the graze when no one else is able to.
· What do you think is going to happen if Rocco keeps having this dream?
· Describe Rocco’s family.  Who is in it?  What have we learned about them so far?  What interesting fact do we learn from grandma?
· What information has the author introduced that you think will be important later in the story?
Students read Chapters 2 – 6 (pp 14 – 89) independently before the next shared session to find out about the primitive world that Rocco finds himself in.

Comprehension Chapters 2 – 6 (pp 14 – 89)

· What does Rocco do with the letter?  Why do you think he changes his mind about it?
· When does Rocco see the graze and bruises?  How do you think he feels when he can actually see and touch them/
· How does Jakob describe Rocco’s ability with a bow to his father?  Why would this have been hard for him?  What does the fact that he was truthful tell us about him?
· How does Rocco become injured?  In what way is Jakob responsible for the injury? Do you believe that Jakob allowed Rocco to be hurt on purpose?  Why/why not?  What reasons does Jakob have for wanting to see Rocco dead?  Why doesn’t Rocco tell Petur about his suspicions?
· How do Ilsabeth and Ayoshe tend to Rocco’s leg?  Why is Rocco so loathe to allow them to help him?
· What are the tribe busy constructing?  How will Rocco’s idea make life easier for the tribe?  What other inventions from Rocco’s time could the tribe replicate that would be useful for them?
· What reasons does Rocco have for not wanting to stay betrothed to Ilsabeth?  How does Ilsabeth take the news?  
· What does Rocco discuss with Ayoshe in her cave?  Why does he get so angry with her?
· Explain in your own words Eden’s story of how the tribe began.
· Why does Rocco want to move into his own cave?
Discussion

· What does the fact that Petur encourages Jakob to let Rocco use Torum’s bow suggest about his feelings towards Rocco?
· There is a lot of conflict in this section of the book.  Describe the external conflict that Rocco has to deal with.  Discuss such things as his relationships with others, adapting to a new and dangerous lifestyle and his belief that Ayoshe is not being truthful with him in you answer.  Rocco also has internal conflict to contend with.  What is this conflict and how do you see it being resolved?
· Describe the character of Ayoshe.  Do you think she is being truthful with Rocco?  What do you think she may be hiding?  What could Alex Makepeace have to do with what has happened to Rocco?
· How would you feel in Rocco’s situation?  Would you have acted differently?  Justify your response.  What questions would you have asked Ayoshe?
· What do you think is going to happen next?  Will Rocco travel to his own time?  If so, how will be get there?
Students read Chapters 11 – 14 (pp 156 – 216) independently before the next shared session to find out how Rocco embraces life in Anshur.

Comprehension Chapters 11 – 14 (pp 156 – 216)

· How do the tribe plan to celebrate the completion of the waterwheel?
· How does Rocco exact revenge on Jakob?  How does Jakob react when he realises that he has been made a fool of?  Did Jakob deserve to be tricked like this?  Why/why not?  What do you think would have happened if Marvik hadn’t intervened?
· Who is the first person that Rocco meets in Ansjur?  What sorts of things do the children question him about?  Who do they take him to see?
· Who are the members of Ilsabeth’s family?  What happened to Torun?
· How does Rocco get offside with Jakob?
· Why do you think Rocco refused to speak on the Talking Stone?  Did he make the right decision?  Why/why not?
· Why is Rocco allowed to stay?  Why do you think Ayoshe’s bote outweighs the votes of the rest of the tribe?  What do she and Rocco discuss after the vote?
· What sorts of thins do the children teach Rocco to prepare him for life in the tribe?
· What does Ayoshe use the Knowing stones for?  Which one is Rocco attracted to?  What do you think this particular stone represents?
· Describe Cheyenne and Narvik’s wedding ceremony.
· Can you guess the significance of the wedding garland that Narvik gives to Rocco?
Discussion

· Describe Anshur.  Do you think Rocco had travelled into the future or into the past?  Explain your answer.  How is Anshur different to where Rocco lives?
· How do you think Rocco feels when his dreams becomes reality?  What aspects of tribal life do you think Rocco will find the hardest to adapt to?  Explain your answer.
· What do you think is happening in Rocco’s own time?  Have his parents discovered that Rocco is gone?  What do they think has happened to him?
· How do you think Rocco felt when he learned that he may be stone to death?  Do you think that the tribes’ way of deciding whether or not he could stay was fair?  Were they justified in killing visitors if they believed them to be a threat to the tribe?  Why/why not?
· Describe the character of Jakob.  What is he like?  How does he feel about Rocco?  Why do you think he feels this way?  Is he a threat to Rocco? Why/why not?
· How does Rocco react when he sees the cave that he has been dreaming about?  What significant event do you think is going to happen there?
Students read Chapters 7 – 10 (pp 90 – 155) independently before the next shared session to find out how Rocco becomes seriously injured.

Comprehension Chapters 7 – 10 (pp 90 – 155)

· What does Rocco find out about the wedding garland?  How does he react to this news?
· Why does Rocco fear wolves more than anything else in Anshur?  How does he frighten the wolf away?  What does the fact that he does this illustrate to us?
· What happened to make Tisha sick?  Why would an injury of this sort be of great concern to the tribe?
· How does Rocco initially behave towards Ayoshe when he take Trisha to her care for healing?  Why does he behave in this way?  How does Ayoshe break the ice?
