Rachael’s Forest

John Heffernan

Synopsis

Rachael’s parents are developing a farm which contains a unique stand of rainforest.  She knows all the plants and trees in the rainforest, all the animals, from the soaring eagle to the burrowing wombat.  The forest is part of her.

Big business and the bank force her parents to sell some of the farm to repay their debts.  The rainforest is part of the farm that is sold.

Rachael finds out how hard it is to be a child in an adult world.  No one takes her seriously as she fights to save her forest.  So, she takes direct action all by herself and puts her own life and future at risk.  The Little Greenie wins the hearts of the nation and pressure is brought to bear to save the forest.  But Rachael has paid a terrible price to win, or has she?

Text Type

Rachael’s Forest is a third person narrative that challenges big business to take a good look at their impact on our planet. 

 The story is full of such wonderful descriptions that even readers who have never seen an Australian outback farm or a rainforest before will find they have little difficulty putting themselves into those scenarios.

A young girl who has such passion deserves to win and she does, but finds that winning comes at a cost.  The novel reads very true.  The situations and characters are presented warts and all and the resolutions to the problems are practical and believable.

Sharing the Novel
_____________________________________________________

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. Or five teaching sessions and four independent reading sessions depending on the focus, as several issues are raised which could lead to more intensive and wider ranging activities.

While the book itself is not difficult to read, the issues covered are complex. 

During the sharing sessions ensure that the students have many opportunities to contribute to and think about ideas that may be new to them.  The questions provided should encourage them to explore the text, challenge their thinking and help the students make connections between the lives of the characters and their own lives.

Sharing Session 1
Before Reading
Introducing the Novel.  Study the picture on the cover before reading the blurb on the back.

· What statements can you make about the story from the title and cover picture?  Why do you think that?  How can you justify your statements?

· Study the artwork.  How was this effect achieved?  Do you think the technique suits the picture?  Why?  Try this effect on a picture of your own.

· Read the blurb.

· How accurate were your statements?  

· What do you understand about the term  The Little Greenie?  What organisations come to mind associated with this term?

Teacher to read the first chapter aloud while the students read along in their books.

Read to the end of Chapter 7

Sharing Session 2         During  Reading
· Rachael finds herself on the edge of an adult secret?  How do you think she feels?  How could she find out what is actually happening?  Why are her parents not involving her?  Do you think they should?

· A rainforest is a very special environment.  What facts did you find out about a rainforest from this chapter?  Where else could you find out information?  Make a list of all the facts you can find about rainforests.  

· What other types of forest can you name?  Find some pictures of the many types of forest.   Describe how you think it feels in a forest.  Draw up a comparison chart between a rainforest and another type of forest that you choose.

· Why do you think Rachael was spooked in the forest?  Was her reaction believable?  What would you have done in a similar situation?

· Rachael’s father, Bruce, was very hostile towards the Garlons.  Why do you think this was?  Was his reaction justified?  How do you think Rachael feels at not being able to see her friend?
· What do you know about bankruptcy?  Where could you find out more?  

· Add to the semantic web of Mr Clyde anything else you have found out about this character.

· How do you think Rachael was feeling as she watched from the tree?  Can you think of anything she can do?  What would you have done?  

Read to the end of Chapter 12.

Sharing Session 3 – During Reading
· Why did Rachael react like that with her father?  Was she being fair?  What do you think she will do now?

· Cruncher and the NatSure executives treat Rachael’s story completely differently.  Compare the two attitudes.  How do you think Rachael feels in each case?  How would you have handled it differently if you were Rachael?

· What are your first impressions of Ms Warner and Lisa?  How have you arrived at those impressions?

· Go through some magazines and find a picture of a sunrise.  Write your own poem about the sunrise.  Use adjectives and adjectival phrases to describe the scene.

· What do you think will happen next?  Why do you think that?  Can you justify your opinion from what you have read?

Read to the end of the novel

Sharing Session 4 – After the Novel
· What emotions would each of the Richard’s family feel when Rachael regained consciousness?   Compare how each would react.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

· Cause and effect.  Make up a cause and effect relationship map of Rachael’s accident on all the people around her.  

· Make up a before and after chart of what Rachael could do.  What activities could she still do using a wheelchair?

· How would you end the story?  Will Rachael walk again?  What effect has this episode had on her life?  

Written Language

· You will meet Mr Clyde several times during the novel.  Begin a semantic web with him in the centre.  How would you describe this character?  What have you learnt about him so far?  Do you know anyone like him?  Who?  How?

· Make a DID YOU KNOW?  Poster about rainforests to share with the rest of the class.

· Write your own letter to Greenforce.  How does your letter compare to Rachael’s?   How have you made your letter persuasive?

· Go through some magazines and find a picture of a sunrise.  Write your own poem about the sunrise.

· There are a lot of medical terms used in this Chapter.  How can you find out what they mean?  Make up a Glossary of all the medical terms mentioned.

Visual Language

· Draw a pencil sketch of the view, described in Chapter 1, from the eagle’s perspective.  Remember that the eagle is viewing the scene from above.

· Draw a diagram of the cattle-bale described in Chapter 12.  Label all the parts and explain their uses.

· Draw a story map of the story Bruce Richards told his daughter in chapter 5.

· Research a Medical Chart from a hospital or Doctor.  What type of information does it contain? Make up a medical chart for Rachael and chart her progress over the weeks.

Oral Language

· Waterspeak:  The speaking of a language underwater (see Chapter 9).  Write a conversation in waterspeak with a friend.  Read out your conversation to the rest of the group as see if they can understand what you are saying.

· Immobolise one student in the group. (Wrap newspaper splints over the arms, legs and back).  Leave the student for 5-10 minutes.  Have the student describe how it feels to be paralysed.  What must you have help with?  Make a list of the areas you must have help in order to survive.  How many times a day did Rachael require help?  For what did she NOT require help?
Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 1999

