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Ratz 

by Pat Quinn





Synopsis

Lorrie is pleased when Harriet moves into the neighbourhood.  It means someone to walk home with, someone to have as a special friend and someone to plan a sleepover party with.  Lorrie desperately wants to fit in with Harriet’s other friends.  She persuades her easy going family that new sleepwear is necessary to be part of the group.  At the party she is devastated to find that one guest has brought along her pet rats.  The girls plan to enter a charity concert as a musical group.   These novel pets provide the inspiration for the name of the group, Ratz.  Lorrie overcomes fear, disappointment and resentment.   Building on her dancing talent to develop another role for herself.

Text Type

Lorrie’s story is told in the first person.   Pat Quinn writes with humour and empathy about the need for friendship and acceptance.  She explores the basis for a long –held fear and shows that there are ways to overcome such feelings.  The supportive family background of the main character reinforces two of the central messages of the story: You don’t need to give anything except your friendship and make it happen!  Lorrie develops considerable self-knowledge during the development of the plot and the story ends on an optimistic note.

Sharing the Novel

This short novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. The book divides neatly into three sections dealing with meeting Harriet and the sleepover (Chapters 1-8); practicing and performing at the charity concert (chapters 9-14)

and  the rats’ demise and a new friendship with Sarah ( chapters 15-19.)  The experiences of the central character and her emotional responses to these can be discussed and comparisons made to situations in children’s own lives. Children can explore their own feelings of inadequacy, isolation, rejection, fear and disappointment. 

Introductory Session  

View the cover illustrations (front and back) and the title.  Can we think of other books written by Pat Quinn?  

Do you think there will be any similarities between this book and others you have read by Pat Quinn?  

What can you predict about the setting and plot of this book ?  

What can you already say about the personality of the central character?   

What can you learn about Lorrie’s Dad already?  

Can you suggest ways that the rats might feature in this story? 

Why do you think the word my is underlined in the last line of the blurb ?

Teacher reads Chapter 1 to the class to introduce the central character.  Students read to the end of chapter 8 ( pp 11-47) before the next shared session.  

Ask students to list five facts about Lorrie’s new friend to be shared later. 

Comprehension/ Discussion – Chapters 2-8

Knowledge

· What did Lorrie notice when Harriet’s lunchbox was open?  What  is the name of the shop that the girls sometimes call into on their way home from school? 
· Why did Lorrie think that it might have been Harriet’s birthday? Why did Lorrie prefer to go to Harriet’s house, rather than her own, after school? 
· What did Harriet’s mother call Lorrie? 
· What is the fear felt deeply by Lorrie? 
Application
· Can you think of a shop you have visited that has similarities to the one Lorrie and Harriet went to after school?  Do shopkeepers generally like children trying out their goods? Can you give reasons why this is so? 
Analysis
· In what ways did Lorrie compare her own family with Harriet’s?  What are some of the difficulties in making up an invitation list?   
Comprehension
· Can you explain why Harriet’s mother declined to put Rosa into the baby photo competition? 
Synthesis
· What would have happened if Harriet’s mother had banned the rats from the party?
Evaluation 
· Do you think bringing pet rats to a sleepover is a good or a bad thing?
· Are you a person who has a deep-seated fear of something? 

Synthesis
· What might happen if the girls take up the suggestion to participate in the charity concert? 

Students read chapters 9-14 (pp 48-74) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension/ Discussion – Chapters 9- 14

Knowledge

· Who suggested the name for the singing group?  What are the names of Sarah’s pet rats? 
· Who is Ms Davison?  How did she react to the name Lorrie gave to her entry in the charity concert? 
· Are the following statements true or false? (a) Jade and Julie pulled out of the singing group because their voices were too soft. (b) Jade and Julie had another invitation for the night of the concert. 
· Why couldn’t both of Lorrie’s parents come to the charity concert?  How did they decide which one of them would go?  
Comprehension 

· Why did Lorrie reply “hotly” when Harriet smiled at her bringing a soft toy to the party?  What feelings are suggested by the last sentence of 
Chapter 9? – “They’d started without me.”

Application

· How would you react to being in a similar situation to Harriet where she’s getting strange feelings about how the other two feel about her being in the group?  Do you know of other instances where “Two’s company, three’s a crowd?”
Evaluation

· Have you ever had a similar experience of feeling nervous when performing in public?  (Analysis)  Do you agree that “being a bit scared is okay”? 
· How would you have handled being told your singing was very, very funny? 
Students read chapters 15-19 (pp 75-100) independently before the next shared session.

Comprehension/ Discussion – Chapters 15- 19
Analysis

· If Harriet hadn’t told Lorrie that her voice wasn’t good enough for the group, what might the ending have been?  
Comprehension

· What happened that allowed the rats to escape? 
Evaluation 

· How would you feel if a friend of yours let your pet out and it was killed? What is your viewpoint on keeping rats or other rodents as pets? 
· Do you believe that “To make a friend , you have to be a friend.”?  Should we tell our friends things we think they need to know but which might also upset them?
· What qualities would it have taken for Lorrie to go back to Harriet after she accused her of deliberately letting the rats out? 
· What are the possible positive outcomes of children forming musical groups to perform publicly? 
Responses to Text Activities:

· The value of friendship. Think of other stories where developing and maintaining friendships has been an important theme in the book.  Discuss these and say which you have particularly enjoyed.
· Portrait of a friend. Draw a diagram of a friend. Label with all the important qualities you think a friend should have.
· Focus on the author. Find out as much as you can about Pat Quinn.  List the books in your school library by this well-known New Zealand author.
· Write a poem. Choose an acrostic or other form of poetry that you know well. Use the word friend or friendship as your theme.

· Write a letter. Write to one character in the story giving your point of view about something that happened in the story. 

· Design a poster.  The Ratz will be  needing a poster to display in the corridor at school before the school concert.  Design one they would be proud of.
· Write a review.  Put yourself in the newspaper journalist’s seat at the school concert.  Write a review of several items in the concert, including  Ratz.
· Compose a song.  Write the lyrics and / or music for a new song for Ratz to perform.
· Design costumes for the group.  Ratz need a new look for a new start.  Design their new stage costumes. 
· Create a true / false quiz based on events the story.  Write ten statements for true / false to share with your group.  
· Make a sad / happy table.  Make a table of events under these two headings. You could choose  synonyms for sad and happy if you like.
· Draw a map.  Draw a map to show where the main characters live, where the school and shops are, where Ms Davison’s dance class is held and where other important places in the story are.
Levels of questioning based on Bloom’s taxonomy of cognitive processes
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