Rebound

Denis Edwards
Synopsis

When the car manufacturing plant closes down and the workers relocate to find other work, the impact is keenly felt at all the local schools.  The sports teams fall apart as students leave with their parents.  For James and Sophie it’s devastating.  James’ whole life revolves around basketball.  Now his team is disbanded.  Rather than be forced to take up athletics, which he hates, James sets out to find another game to play.  Combining the talents of Sophie’s netball team with those of his basketball team, he convinces the principal that they should try out for indoor netball.  It’s tough, fast and highly skilled.  They have one chance to win a spot in the competition – and it’s their very first game!

Text Type

A first person narrative, Rebound explores the impact of redundancy on a small community.  The innermost thoughts of James are exposed as he tackles the problems of parents, detentions and his sister.  There is a realism about the novel which will appeal to youngsters as they battle through adolescence.

James is resourceful and determined to find an alternative to athletics.  The situations and characters he encounters are challenges but he has the ability to turn these challenges into opportunities.

Sharing the Novel

This novel can be shared over four teaching sessions and three independent reading sessions. The book flows along with a colloquial style that is easy to read and holds the reader’s interest. The story presents many real aspects of growing up and the character interactions are amusing and believable. Themes covered include teamwork, sibling interaction, discipline, coping with change.

 The questions should act as a springboard to further discussions and challenge student’s thinking.  The suggested activities allow opportunities to gain greater meaning from their reading and offer a range of presentation options based on the novel.

Shared Session 1

· What other titles do you know from the Sports Max series?

· Do you know of any other novels written by Denis Edwards?

· What do you know about netball and indoor netball at this time?

Teacher to read to the end of chapter one.  Students to read along in their own books.

· We have met Todd, Marcus, Stefan and Jarrod.  How would you describe each of them?  How well do they work together as a team?  

· How do you think Stefan feels when his mother calls him off the court?  How could his mother have handled the situation better?

· Collect all the basketball terms used in chapter one and write a glossary of them

Read to the end of chapter 7

Shared Session 2

· What does James mean when he refers to ‘playground teasing rights’’? 

· How would you describe James’ relationship with his sister?  Why?

· What do you understand by ‘Roll of the doomed’ and ‘Disciplinary Tribunal’?  Where could these terms originally come from?

· Do you think that the detentions were fair for James, Jason and Willy?  What had they done to get a detention?  How else could they have been disciplined?

· How do you cope with suppressed anger?  What are some positive ways to release anger?

· How would you describe James’ mother?  Do you consider her a real character?  How well do you consider James takes his punishment?  Why?

· What other effects could the factory closure have on the town?  

Read to the end of chapter 16

Shared Session 3

· Make a semantic web with James in the centre.  How would you describe him?  Justify you answers by referring to the novel.

· James and Sophie have to cope with similar situations when their teams break up.  Compare how they coped and how they helped or hindered each other.

· Can you come up with some sports for James to play that would meet his criteria?

· What is it about indoor netball that appeals to James?  Why is that so important to him?

· List the rules for indoor netball.

· How does the writer capture the excitement of the netball game?  What writing techniques has he used?

· Sophie has given James an alternative.  What do you think she will make him do so he can have a place on the team?

Read to the end of the novel

Shared Session 4

· How would you describe James’ mother?  Why?

· Does his mother’s discipline techniques work for James and Sophie? 

· Why did James give Willy the paper bag?  Why did this work?  Could this really happen?  Why?

· Where could this story have taken place?  How real were the events?  Were they believable?

· What other sports fiction novels can you name?  Who are the authors?  What sports are written about?

· How well do Sophie and James really get on together?  Why do you say this?

· How would you describe the relationships between the family members?  What other novels have you read that explore family relationships?

· Did you identify any character stereotypes in this novel?  What were they?

Written Language

· Write the report that the Principal will write for the BOT about the school sports programme and what has been happening this year.

· Write a cumulative book review.  Write one sentence at the end of each chapter.

· Write to the school librarian and ask her to add this novel to the school collection.  Give your reasons for requesting this novel.

· Select newspaper headlines that could be used to describe characters or events portrayed in this novel.

· Select the main events in the story.  Make a flow chart of these events.

Oral Language

· Interview James’ mother about her views on child rearing techniques

· Organise a debate about a situation in this novel. 

· E.g. ‘Siblings should be allowed to sort out their differences by themselves.’

‘Sport should be compulsory for all school students.’

Visual Language

· Select three students to take the parts of James, Jason and Willy in detention.  Interview them about their feelings about the detention, why they are there and will the detention stop them re-offending.

· Choose one chapter of the novel and role-play the events for the rest of the class.

Teacher Notes: Trish Webb 1999

